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THE 


PREFACE 


TORE 


READER. 


HAT which Iwillendeayour in pre- 


| _ parationtothe following Diſcourſe, 
+ MW | {hall be co preſent my Defign and 
Method in ſtating che Nature of 


Scandal, that it may be more untellig}ble by be- 
ing ſeen firſt, as 1n a Landſcape, in this Entry , 
and then to add ſome Conſiderations of great 
ſtrength to cach part of that Undertaking, that 
have ſince arrived to my Thoughts. 

As to the Merhod, I muſt in may own defence 
fay, that I have todo with a Subject,in which ſo 
much of the deceirfulneſs of Sin is treaſured up, 
of ſo moveable a conſideration, (as Scripture 
from its own various o—_ offers 1t to us) that 

- it 
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ir cannot caſily be known, or trac'd: I hope 


therefore it will be allowed as ſome part of an 
Apology, that the Thread of my Treating concer- 
ning 1t, does not run ſoeyen, and (treight along, 
as 1t ought. | 

Further, I muſt take Sanctuary at the Reader's 
Candor, for the acceptance of my fincere inten- 
tion, and any degree of performance in ſo diff- 
_ culta task: Iconfeſs the want of the moſt adyan- 
tageous Arts of Method, and a clear unper- 
plexed Style: Yet that I naight take the trueſt mea- 
ſure of ſo multiform and vague a Notion ; 

t. I have taken hold of it in the moſt tric 
and preciſe Deſcription I could frame, as it is ap- 
plicable to all cafes of Sin, therein reſting eſpeci- 
ally upon thoſe words Scripture ufes tro conyey 
the ſentiments of it to us. Thus Scandal is that 
by which we arc drawn into any fin, and off 
from the courſe of Duty, and Religious Acti- 
on, and fo intangled in Guilt, diſeaſe of Con- 
ſcience, and indangered_ as to Eternal Happi- 
ncfs, under a pretext of Reaſon or Religion. 

2. Becauſe I find the Scripture applies the 
Notion of Scandal efpecially, when ſome of the 
grand Principles and Laws of Religion are 
molated under fuch pretext ; I haye conſidered 

It, 
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ce 


x, as referred to thoſe grear Principles by ſuch 
facred uſe. | 

3. Becauſe there 1s a very peculiar, and moſt 
remarkable uſe of it, in the (cafe 'of ' indifferent 
Things, by the Apoſtle, when they are turned in- 
to ſin, by being determined upon in practice 
with a - tom Conſcience (befides other ways, 
wherein being uſed amifs, they may become 
Scandals, or occaſions of it) I have therefore 
allowed a very peculiar Head of Diſcourſe to 
that Caſe. 

4. Becauſe by deeply conſidering Scandal, 
and that, as our Saviour pronounces, Scandals 
muſt needs come, I tound there muſt be ſome Pri- 
mitive, Fundamental, and Univerſa! Scandal, that 
covers the whol: State of Sn in general; I ad- 
dreſſed the laſt part: of my Mediation on the 
Nature of Scandal, to this Primitive, Univer- 


fal Scandal. 


And laſtly, I refume upon the whole, a re- 
preſentation of Scandal adjuſted ro what T 
tound upon cach of thoſe torementioned In- 
quuries after 1t. 

And herein I hope I may haye hung up Lights 
to diſcoyer in ſome degree, and to avoid fo 
dark and myſterious an Ev1), as Scandal, though 
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1 have not been able to do it to thoſe 
degrees I defired, or to compoſe into ſo hap- 
py an Order, or fo perſpicuous an Expreſſion, 
what I had my felt clearer apprehenſions of. 
Thus far as to the Method. 

Now for the ſtrengthening ſome parts of 
this diſcourſe by Conſiderations that —_ ar- 
rived to my Thoughts, ſince I had fer an end 
to the Treatiſe it ſelf; they have ariſen from the 
cloſe obſervation of the Contexture ot the 
Lord's Sermon apon Scandal, as it is Recorded 
eſpecially in this 18th of Matthew, and Mark g. 
and Luke 17. Compared with the Debates of 
the Apoſtle to the Romans, and the Corinths, 
which are the moſt eminent Seats of the Doctrin 
of Scandal, we have 1n all the Scripture, 

Our Saviour therefore, whoſe chief buſineſs 
into the World, was his recovery of it from 
Scandal, the Deception, and the Ruin of it, by 
giving fatisfaction to the Divine Glory, for the 
diſhonour done to it by Scandal, hath bleſſed 
us with as Soveraign Arguments and Inftru&ti- 
ons againſt either giving or receiving it. 

Our Lord hath fo embraced all ſorts and de- 
orecs of Scandal within this Sermon, that none 
can be exempted from the force and energy of 

thoſe 
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* Preface. 
thoſe his Arguments, Inſtructions,or ſeycreDenun- 
ciations. But yet, that they have a particular 
poignancy againſt Scandals within his Church, and 
Cnc more particular kind, given by a particular 
ſort of Men, and directed againſt another par- 
ticular ſorc of Men, will be moſt evident from 
the ſurvey I am now to give of his Heaven- 
born Diſcourſe. 

The occaſion of it was the Diſciples coming 
ſolemnly to him with a grand Quere, in which 
no doubt their Ambition, a very 1gnorant Am- 
bition, was deeply concerned. Who, fay they, is 
the greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven ? That is, 
as was generally underſtood at that time, in 
the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. 

The Lord, as he was wonton all ſuch Queſti- 
ons, takes the occaſion of moſt Grave, Weigh- 
ty, and Important Doctrine, and Admonition 
In return to 1t. 

And that he might place in his Remonſtrance 
a moſt lvely Emblem ; He calls a /ittle Child, and 
ſets him in the midſt of the Diſciples: and upon 
him diſplays theſe two great points of Truth. 

1. That except a man be converted, and become as 
a little Child, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; cither of Chriſt here 1n the Goel _= 
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The- Prefate. 
his True Church, or the Kingdom of. Heaven here- 
after. | | 

Now though this being Converted, and be- 
coming as lirtle Children, be very profitably, 
and pertinently applyed to Regeneration; yer, 
conſidering it in the Scope, and whole Context, 
it is very evidently deſigned to that Humility, 
Unimpcriouſneſs, ſenſe of the danger of pe- 
riſhing tor ever; Innocency, and Inoffenſive- 
neſs trom Scandal, by which others periſh : 
The reſemblances of which are found no where 
in this World fo agreeable and ſignificant, as 
in ſome Properties of /ittle Children, and their 
Nature; the manly ſtare of Humane Na- 
ture, ſhewing ſo little hereof in this great De-' 
generacy, as to require a perfect Converſion, 
and Regeneration to ſuch a ſtate. 

2. The ſecond point of Truth 1s this, That 
whoever humbles himſelf, and becomes as ſuch 
a little Child, in thoſe Chriſtian Properties, is 
one of thoſe Great ones, thoſe Mapnates ; or the 
more any one humbles himſelf. ſo,. the greater 
he is; and he that humbles himſelf moſt, is the 
greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, in the King- 
dom of the Meſſiah, and ſhall be in the King- 


dom of Glory. 
Theſe 


Theſe two great Points of Inftruftion being 
now ſettled upon this Iiving Emblem, the Lord 
propoſes the very ſame to other two as great 

urpoſes of Admonition, although from ano- 
ther aſpect or caſt of this one PiEture : Conſider 
Little Ones, as the Emblems of Weaknefs, Infir- 
mity, lablencſs ro Danger and Injury, of little 

Debnce and Reſiſtance to any Aſſault; and fo 
the Lord declares : 

1. Whoeyer receives ſuch a little one in his 
name, that is, upon the account of Profeſſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, into a juſt eſteem, value, and 
carc, of cheriſhing ſuch a one in that Holy Pro- 
feſlion, and ſecuring him, as far as he can, in the 
Bleſſedneſs of that ſtate; receives, that is owns 
and acknowledges with Honour, Chriſt himſelf, 
andthe kindnels isaccepted, asit it were inmedt- 
atcly placed upon Chriſt. 

2. Butif any one Scandaliſes, ſets a ſtone of 
Offence and Ruin, in the path of ſuch a Lirele 
One, by which he falls from, or in, his Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity to his Deſtruction, the Lord pro- 
nounces a Woe upon ſuch a one, as dreadful as 
the Proverb imports, It were better that a Mil- 
flone were hung about his Neck, and he were caſt 
into the depth of the Sea : Whuch asit —_— 

” y 


The Preface. 
ly dooms the Profeſſed, obſtinate Srandaliſer, ſo 
it warns all of managing themſclves fo in Chri- 
{tanity, as to calt oft all Offence and Scandal 
from it, and to encourage the tendetelt 1n it, to 
ſtrengthen, and promote them. 

Hereby then, ozr Lord hath deſigned the fecu- 
rity of che whole ſtate of Chriſtianity from the 
harm and danger of Scandal ; for in thele Little 
Ones he comprehends, 

x. Thoſe, who in regard of their being new- 
born our of the Stateof Univerſal Scandal, are 
m danger of being re-intangled in its Net, or in 
regard of any other diſadvantage, or liableneſs 
to'Scandals miſchiet, are the oft, as our Saviour 
after {tiles them, and the weak, though not the 
young, (as the Apoſtle names them.) Now if 
{uchare ſecured, all arc ſecured: For if a Chriſti- 
ans carriage be ſo oft from the danger of Scan- 
dalifing, as not to Scandaliſe the weak, the ſtron- 
ger will be much leſs in danger to be offended. 

2. Thoſe are the weak, and the Little Ones to 
us, who appear to us under any ſuch difad- 
yantage, though indeed they are not; as he 
that' doxbts, and dares not do what others profeſs 
todo 'on great aſſurances, ſeems weak to them 
that doxbrnot, butare ſo aſſured ; and then the 


Pre- 
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Precept of Chriſt takes as great hold of us, in 
all our Adminiſtrations towards them, as if they 
were really ſo. Now what'a Wall of defence 
were this to Chriſtianity ! -what a happy tate 
would the ſtate of it be! if wewere all moſt ten- - 
der towards thoſe, with relation to their ſafer 
for. Ecernal Happineſs, who ſeem the lowek, 
weakeſt, leaſt to us in that Profeſſion ? 

3. The Term, Little Ones, expreſſes a ſubordi- 
nation under the Great Ozes : Now that they 
may not aflume over the Lzztle Ones, the Lord 
firſt affirms, with his uſual Aſſeveration, that 
none can be Great, or any thing ar all in his 
Kingdom, that 1s not humble and inoffenſive, as 
a Little One. And that if any that takes him- 
ſelf to be a Great 0ne, thinks he has priviledge 
to do as he pleaſes, either by Impoſition, or In- 
periouſneſs over the Little Ones, and docs not in 
all points of Chriſtianity, demean himſelt as 
the leaſt under one common Lord, the Lords 
dreadful Commination hangs over him, he is in 
danger to be One of the Grandees in Torments. 

Onchoſe things therefore, that Iye within the 
Compare betwixt the Great Ones and the Little 
Ones, docs the Finger of the Lords Diſcourſe cſpc- 
_ cally point. 
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The Preface. 
But though our Lord was moſt feelingly con- 
cerned, and ſtruck the moſt ſtinging Woe into 
thoſe that Scandaliſe them that believe in him ; 
"= he did not overlook the World in general, 
ut bewailed it periſhing under Scandals, the 
multitude + of Scandals, the inevitablenefs of 
Scandals, that they muſt needs come, even 1mpof- 
ſible they ſhould not come ; and yet becauſe he 
knew what Spirit 1t 1s that acts Scandal, even 
from Saran the chicf of Scandal, down through 
all the Minifters of it, he heaps the Woe upon 
him by whom Scandal comes. Of which I have 
endeayourcd a full account in the afteethanage- 
ment. ; 
And becauſe whoeyer Scandaliſes others, 1s 
firſt Scandaliſed himſelf, and they alfo, that re- 
ceive Scandat from others, have ſome grcat 
Scandal within, upon which that from without 
catches; he therefore fo ſeverely cautions on 
all ſides againſt the Scandal of the Pight Eye, 
the Right Hand, the Right Foot, and prefers to 
every mans choice the diſmembring any of 
them, rather than that the whole Body joyned 
to that Member, ſo fettered with Scandal, ſhould 
be caft into Hell, where their Worm dies not, and 


their Fire is never quenched, the dreadful end of 
Scandal. Nexc 
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Next fellow the Arguments with which our 
Lord preffes the higheſt value, and care oyer the 
leaſt of them that beliceye 10 him, not to offend 
them. x 

1. He ſhews at the ſame time, how honou- 
rable the Employment in ſerving the little 
ones is, and alfo of how dangerous a confe-. 
quence it 1s to deſpiſe them ( which, both 
by the relation jt hath to the Context, and the 
Apoſtles uſe of 1t;cannot be far fromScandaliſing.) 
The Angels fufter no difparagement, in being 
called rheir Angels. And the very mention of 
Angels brings to mind, the Charge they have over 
allſach, to bear them up in their hands, to guard 
them in all their ways, that they may not daſh their 

foot aginſt any of the ſtones of Scandal. They are 
Miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to Miniſter for them 
that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation : Thoſe greateſt 
in the Kingdom of Heaven humble themſelves as Lit- 
the Ones, to ferve the Little Ones of God and Chriſt. 

And, as their Angels, they always behold in Hea- 
ven the Father of our Lord, and of all. that believe 
in him, that whoever deſpiſes them, even to Scan- 
dal, muſt be ſure to have it remonſtratedagainſt 
| 

2, He exemplifies the care of them in _ : 

| The 
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The Son of Man is come to ſeek and ſave that which 


s loft ; and the Argument is raiſed to the height; 
as 1t 1s exemplified 1n the Farther of the whole Fami- 
ly in Heaven and Farth, named after Chriſt ; whoſe 
will it is not, that ſo much as oe (and yet when 
one only 1s in the danger of Scandal, Who docsnot 
look upon him asa Singulariſt, eſpecially if oze of 
the leaſt too, and reject him?) ſhould periſh, but 1s 

pleaſed in the preſervation of oze ſuch; even as the 

Joy of one Sheep, that is /oſt out of a hundred, cx- 

eccds ſenſibly the joy of the ninety nine that were 

not in hazard. 

But now leſt the great chargeagainſt Scanda- 
liſmg and Deſpiſing ſhould ſeem to introduce a 
Lawleſs Rate in Chriſtianity, and increaſe Petu- 
lancy, and Licentiouſneſsinthoſe, who would be 
looked upon as, at leaſt, Little Ones in Chriſtiani- 
ty, or make the care of not Scandaliſing of end- 
leſs ſcruple, or burden; Our Lord preſcribes a 
Method tor preventing fo ill Conſequences, ve- 
rycertainto its End, yet yery far from Scandal or 
Deſpiſing. | | 

A Mcthod that allows no fin, and yet deſerts 
none, till they deſerye to beaccounted but as Hea- 
thens or Publicans, to whom yet a due meaſure 
of Chriſtian Charity is to be preſcryed. R: 

| oO 
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Which Method it is not my buſineſs now 
to enter into the Controverfal part of, but to ob- 
ſerve, as of great moment, that the Doubting of 
the lawful uſe of Indifferent 7, hings 11 Religion, 
falls not into the account of any of thoſe 7reſpaſ- 
ſes theLord ſpeaksof ; and thatas if it were on pur- 
poſe leſt the thing ſhould be miſtaken, a moſt 
different Method 1s in that Caſe commanded 'by 
the Apoſtle of the Lord. | 26 
Here therefore piye me liberty to compare, in 
ſome thmgs' which T1 have onutted jn the body 
- of the Diſcourſe, the Sermon of our Lord and 
his Apoſtle. Ty 
Firſt, He that donbrsn Tadifſerent Things, and 
cannot conform towhat others 'do, and would 
be conformed to in, is not commanded by the 
Apoſtle to hear the 0ne, Or the two, Or three, nor 
the Church it ſelf, | . 
Noris1t ſaid by the Apoſtle, they that will- nor 
hear on ſuch accounts, ſhould be as Heathen-men, 
or Publicans, (or as we ſpeak, Excommunicate) 
both which are very notorious in the Evangeliſts 
Records, in the Caſe of the Treſpaſſes there ſpoken 
of, which aſfaures us chey.are of another Nature.” 
Nor doth the Apoſtle urgeas from our Savi- 
our, that what 15 1n thefe Caſes bound or _— 
ſha 


: The Preface. 
ſhall be bound inHeaven; or what is looſed on Earth, 
Jhall be ooſed in Heaven ; that there ſhall be any *' 
obligation on the doubting Conſcience by the 
Churches Canons, or any fuch diſcharge of it be- 
fore God or ic {clt by obeying them : But every 
Man in this Caſe ts to hear his own Conſcience, there 
every thing of this nature 1s bozndand /ooſed; there 
every word Or matter 18 heard and eſtabliſhed. 

On the other ſide, there is no Injun&tion. of 
telling the fault of Non-Conformity, if any be 
aggrieved at it, in that gradation from one to 
more, and ſoto the Church, 

Bur the Apo/t/e's command 1s, Firſt, Not to 
Fudge, or Deſpiſe, if that may keep Indifferents to 
their Equipoiſe; if not, the Command is, not ſo 
much as by Example to Scandaliſe, or draw any 
that Dozbt to act againſt, or over their Doubt in; 
Indifferent Things, becauſe they are but Indife 
rent ; for that is to ſin againſt the Brethren, th 
weak Brethren; as at the leaſt we eſteem them : 
Now in theſe Caſes, rofin againſt the Brethren, is 
to fin againſt Chriſt in his Law againſt Scandal. 

Now in that all chings are of fo diverſe a 
frame and aſpect in the Lords Preſcriptions con- 
_ Treſpaſſes, and the Apofile's Direions in 

of various apprehenſions in _ of In- 
iſferency, 
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differency, wherein one great part may be guilt 
yet of great weakneſs and Diſtake, and that pow 
of the Methods ordered in the one, 1s ſo much as 
mentioned in the other, or once intimated ; it 
argues very evidently, that variety, and as 
yarious practices 1n indifferent Things, though 
joined with ſuch miſtake and weakneſs, are none 
of the Treſpaſſes our Saviour had regard to. And 
ſince: the Apoftle puts all under the notion of 
Scandal, wherein the weaker part is either drawn 
' into fin, enfecbled in the vigour, diſquicted m 
} the truc peace of Conſcience, or ſo much as de- 
1+ fpiſed, by being incompaſlionately negleed in 
his Doybt ; the whole Caſe is brought under the 
force of our Saviour's Sermon againſt Scandal, 
thatnone looking upon themſelves on any ac- 
counts, as Great in the Kingdom of God, in the 
Church, or in the Chriſtian Profeſſion (let thoſe Ac- 
counts be whatever they can be preſumed to be ) 
ſhould by any ſort of Imperiouſnels, whether 
Command, rigorous Treaty, or Example, that 
deſpiſes all that do not follow it, impoſe upon 
the Little Ones. | 
To Ml which let me have the Readers patience 
to add this one Obſeryation, That the Zvangelift 
Mark makes thc — this, or alike = 
courſe 
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courſe of. the Lords _ Scandal, That the Di 
ſciples were much diſpleaſed that one did caft out 
Devils in Chriſts name, that did not follow them, 
that did not ſeem, and indeed was: not of their 
way, inthe appearance of Things: But our Lord, 
with great Compaſlion, accepts him fo far as he 
was come. For, faith he, He that is not againſt 
zs, is 0n our part. He that, although in a difterent 
Company, or Mode, does the ſame things we 
do, and does nothing in oppoſition to our Great 
Deſign, 1s.0n or fide. And ſo he proceeds into 
a ſinular Diſcourſe of Kindneſs to, or Scandal a- 
gainſt his Diſciples, though Little Ones. And if 


- weſuppoſe it the ſame Diſcourſe as in St: Mat- 


thew, and that this Evangeliſt had not an accu- 
rate regard to the occaſion ; yet in that he con- 
nected it with ſuch an occaſion, and that by the 
Divine Wiſdom,it teaches us how much ſuch aDiſ- 
courſe 1sadjuſted to ſuch an occaſion; for guided 
by the Holy Spirit,the things are fo laid together. 

Now that the Apoſtle had his Eye upon theſe fo 
famous Diſcourſes, beſides the Reaſons Ihaye gj- 
ven on this Head in its due place, itisevidentto 
me further he had ſo, by his Reprcſentation of 
tumfclf ina Figure, all along the munth Chap. of his 
Firſt . 
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Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinths, inthe very heart of a 
Diſcourſe concerning Scandal; asthat Perſon that 
humbles himſelf, as a Little Child, in fo many Re- 
markable Inſtances : His Little-Child-like Inoffen- 
ſivencſs, his caſte Receſſion from his Juſt Rights 
for the Goſpels ſake, his Inoffenſeveneſs and Dejrre to 

leaſe all, to win upon all, that they might be ſaved, 
Fi dread of Danger, leſt whilft he Preached to others, 
he himſelf ſhould become a Caſt-away. Nor ever was 
there a clearer Comment upon cutting off the 
Right Hand, and Foot, and plucking out . 4 Right 
Eye, than his weighty Admonition of being _ 


peratein all things, and bringing the Body into ſub- 


gection. 
Onettung more cannot but yet adjain, chat 
che Apoſtle is ſo wary of Impoſing upon any one 
in Hndifferent Things, appertainitg to Religion,in 
a poſitive, or affirmative kind of obſeryange, that 
though for the avoiding Scandal,he dehorts-from 
Eating Meats, or frinking Wine, that may\ſczn; 
daliſe any in the very Eye of their Doubting \Con: 
ſcience, and draw them into Sin : yet he no where, 
to the ſame purpoſe of avoiding Scandal, per- 
ſwades to the cſteeming, or obſerving a Day 19 
the Lord; though another may be Scandaliſed if 
he docs not ſo. Suchabſtinence{yct ina full _ 
m 


\ 


dom of Thoughts) being a much eaficr iperfor- 
mance of Charity, extending only to Mears in 
Doubt, under the Eye of the Doubting mind; but 
obſerving a Day, re« Lures direct acts of Deyotion; 
. From laying the of Baron of which upon any 
Man, the Apoſtle hath wholly withdrawn bus 
Hand, even 1n caſe of Scandaland only. preſerves 
from Deſpiſal ſucha doubting Chriſtian, and then 
only,when the Out-date of the Divine Command 
For ſuch obſervance, was but juſt come, and not 
fully underſtood, Pag. 38.1. 25. Whatthereforel 
have intimated contrary to this Accaunt, [retract 
as not fully conſidered. 

And I now bow my Knees to the God and Father 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, that 
he would inſpire the Hearts of Civil, and Eccleſt- 
aftical Goyernors, who are conſtituted as Guar- 
dian Angels of Conſcience againſt Scandal, and 
of all Chriſtians in general, that out of his King- 
dom, throughout the World, and particularly m 
this Nation, may be gathered all ſuch things that 


offend, and all thoſe that work iniquity on account 
of Them. 
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"Wor of Scandal. 


Woe unto the World, becauſe of Offences, (or Scan- 


dals)*for" it '"muft "needs "be that Offences (or 
_"9cani $) come ; but woe to that Man, by whom 
.- 'the Offence (Or Scandal) comes. 


Free. uſe of the word, Scandal, and to Scande- 
liſe, for Offence or: to Offend, can need no 
Apology, the Original being ſo well known, 
and now, become Eng/i/h, more ſignificant of 
the thing intended, than the other. 

Of which Scandal, our Saviour was in a deep and intenſe 
Contemplation 'in this Chapter, and of the ſtate of 
things becauſe of it, bothin his Charch and the World; in 
the World eſpecially, as it confines upon his Church, is in 
the Neighbourhood of it, and view of what is done in. it ; 


_ or indeed, as within the Armes of it, by a Profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity, though an unſound and inſincere Profeſſion ; 
for ſo there is the World. in 'the Church, as well as the 
Church in the World. | 

B The 


Propoſ. 2. 


( op 2 ) a 

The Lord turns himſelf to behold. and obſerve 
ehis 'Scaxda!, how ir diſcharges it ſelf on all ſides with 
Woe, Miſchief, and Ruine; and with Compaſſion foretells 
and warns all of it, as of the moſt deſtrudtive way of ſin- 
ning,the moft to be abhorred kind of Miſchief and Ruine. 

This muſt needs make every thinking Chriſtian afraid 
of Scandal, of having any thing to do with 'it, either in 
giving, .or rooniving i: and much: more of "being a Proje- 
or, of Puſter of ip aii.in the World, - and moſt-of all in 
the Church. Now to this whole Diſcourſe there will be a 
continual occaſion to have recourſe in this Treatiſe : But the 


words themſelves offer to Conſideration theſe Three Pro- 


poſitions. ks eel 

x. That thepreſnt ſtate ofthe World is ſuch, that Scay- 
dals muſt needs come. Scandal is very preiling, and crow- 
ding in upon the World; in regard of its multitude, its 
Name is Legion; it throngs the World ; our. Saviear ex- 
preiſes it in its number, Scandals : In of its vehe- 
mency, of importunity, it muſt needs be that Scandal 
comes. It thruſts in every where, it perverts the beſt 
things, and twines about them; it plays in things Indiffe- 
rent, how much more in things purely Evil. 

Scandal comes, it comes as an Eaple baſteth to the Prey ; 


it comes ſupping, and ing as an Eaſt Wind ; it vpmes 
as an Invader with its Troops. And the World, how wil- 


ling is it to receive Scandal? It calls for, and invites it, it 
opens all Gates and Doors to it ; it even ſurrenders and be- 


-trays it ſelf toit; itis mad after Scandal, both togive, and 


receive it : /t maſt needs be then that Scandals come. 

. Yet the World lies under great Miſery, becauſe of the 
multitude of Scavdals, the Efficacy of Scandal upon it : 
It is moremiſerable, in regard of Scanda/, than meerly in 
regard of Sin. For when the Lord Emphatically denounces 
a Woe upon the World, becauſe of Scandal, he intends fome- 


thing more, than the Scripture generally declares _ 
in, 
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Sin; and Sinners ; for that is a known Caſe, that there 
isa Woe wpoy Sin; Our Saviour remonſtrates this caſe as 
more rarely, and yet of all moſt neceflary ro be under- 
ſtood, and profoundly conſidered. And though 
it will appear, it is always in the Senſe of Scripture joined 
with Sin ; yet it hath thus much more rinit, than 
that meerly it is ſinful : It is Sin ſome way edand de- 
fended againſt Divine Truth; and ſo holds its Goods more in 


after it, as an 
Oxe #0 the Slaughter, and as a' Fool to the Correftion of the 
Stecks ; till a Dart ftrihe through his Liver: As a Bird haft- 
eth to the Snare, and knometh not that it is for its Life: 
Scandal wipes its Mouth, when it deſtroys, and ſays, 7? hath 
done no wickedneſs ; when it ſpeaketh fair, there are ſeves 
Abominations under it. | X 
As againſt thoſe Men of Scandal, the Phariſees, fo a- 
| >» 1 Te hath the moſt merciful Sxvioxr of the 
orld made his keeneſt Remarks. | 


There is ſtill, however guilty the World be, an Accumu- Propeſe. 31 


lative Woe and Miſery upon that Man, by whom the 
Scandal cometh ; Woe to the World; but Woe to him ;by which 
our Saviour does not yet intend every one that Adminiſters 
Scandal; for ſo good Men often doin the doing their Du» 
ties; even himſelt, his Do&rine,was an occafton of ftumbling, 
and a Rock of offence ; nor is every Man pointed at here, 
that through Error,or fall into Sin, offers Scandal ; though 
this Woe ſpreads far in ſome degrees of it,upon the Gene- 
rality of Mankind ; yea, upon every Man without Repen- 
tance, feeing all Men,one way or other, guiltily convey 
Scandal along. 


Bz But 


—— — — — 


.-But:there-are fame: Engineers, ſome Maſters, '- ſome 


prime Miniſters of Scandal, that as the Sons 'of Perdition 


puſh on.Scanda/:in the World, andare obſtinately bent to 


 doſo; and on ſuch a ſort of Men our Saviour principally 


Gzes this Wor to 2nof 915 nies 76249 5.4186 7 7 
. Now:for the diſcourſing this great point of Srawdal,upon 
theſe three Fundamental Propoſitions, I'ſhall obſerve this 
Order: , , Hed I0S 

x. I will endeavour to ſettle a juſt Notiof? of Scandal, 
and being Scandaliſed;: and ſo inkrge into:the whole com- 
paſs; of Scandal, in the general:/knowledge of it - from 
Scripture, or” | 
- 2+ I will ſet my felftoa pure and diſtia& Conſideration 
of Scandal, as it hath ſuch 2 peculiar Intereſt; as it 'appears 
to have, in thoſe-Debates of: the \4pofe;\gomcerning Tn: 
different things, in Religion, in 'his.Epifile ta the Romans, 
Cap. 14.and to the Corinthians, x. Ep. Cap. 8; and 10. + 

3. Tle diſcourſe the Reaſons why Scandals muſt needs 
come, \& | SERIES | 

4. The Worlds woeful! ſtate, becauſe of Scandals, ſhall 
be demonſtrated; ' - * \ 

5. I will conſider the Principal Authors of Scandat, 
that are as the Angels of Satan in the World to that pur- 


= , * 

w The whole ſhall be, in the laſt place; applyed to 
Practice. 

I begin with the Notion of Scandal, which is a Meta: 
phorical expreſſion, taken from thoſe Engines that are con- 
trived and prepared on. purpoſe for a ſurprizal into Mif- 
chief and Deſtruftion, and accordingly diſpos'd covertly 
intoa Mans way and paſlage ; or from what is naturally, 
uſefully, or accidentally and careleſly placed in ſuch way 
or paſſage, ſo as that a Man unawares falls upon it; as ei- 
.ther Gin, Snare, or Trap; or ſharp Stakes, or Stones, 
that gall and cut Mens Feet, if not removed or avoided ; 
Stones 


phet Ezekiel, for the Stumbling Block of a; Mans iniquity, Exch. 14.3. | 


UMI 


Stones or Blocks that lye inthe Path they are to walk, 
and occaſion their ſtumbling, and fall ; oftentimes totheir 
Death and Ruine, and always to their inconvenience, haz- 
zard, and danger. 

All which Importances of the Word, applyed to the-ſe- 
veral purpoſes of the Scripture-uſe in their Proprieties, may 
be ſeen more-at large, in the moſt Learned Dr. #7 4 M- 
MO N. D's Diſcourſe, and Annotations upon Scandal. 

-"'T ſhall onely obſerve out of the '0/d Teſtament, as one 
Inftance-of many'that might be made; That the ſame word 

chat is uſed to expreſs the *'/fumbling Block, that God for- * ID 
bids zo put before the Blind. in Leviticus, paſles out of the 
Litteral Senſe- there, into the Moral Senſe in the Pro- 


Levit. 19. 14s 


which he-puts before: his: Facer; and the ſtumbling Blocks #929" *: 3+ 
with'the Wicked, in the Prophet Ta 2x 

Other the like Tranſlations of the ſame, and other 
Words of like Importance, fram their Native to this Mo- 
ral intendment,, might be gathered together, ; but. thar - 
this one ſo plainly leads usinto.the main point, and is fo 
pregnant for the deſcribing Scandal; which may be thus 
repreſented. 

Standal is a prevailing Temptation: to ſome great Sin, 
or courſe of Sin, . cauſing the Soul to fall before it, or catch- 
ing and inwrapping the Soul in it, and-all the dreadful 
Conſequences of it, covered under the diſguiſe and plau- 
ſible pretence of a Principle of Reaſon, or Dottrine of Reli- 
gon, to its greateſt Miſchiet and Ruine, it not recovered 
trom it, by the Grace of God, and fincere Repentance. 

1- Scandal is thus whenit prevails, when it ſucceeds to 
its unhappy Effect of Scandalifing : For a Scandal may be 
offered, and not take. Our Savzour had-a Scandal offered 
him by Peter his own Apoſtle : Thou art a Scandal to mr, Matt. 16.' 23, 
faith our Lord, when he preſented him a pretext, a fair ** 
ſthew of Reaſon againſt ſuſtering, which was the very Law 

& 


f 
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:of his Mediation in the World, impos'd upon him by God. 
The Suffering yet of ſo Innocent, fo Divine, and excel 
lent a Perſon, look'd like a Prodigy, and monitrous por- 
tent to the Apoſtle ; not once to be ſpoken or thought 
of, Be it far from thee, Lord; but our Saviour immediately 
diſcharg'd himſelf of it, in that ſevere rebuke, Get thee be- 
hind me Satan. Thou art in this to me an Angel of Satan, 
the firſt Inventer, the ſupream Creator of Sca 


The Saints, and Servants of God, have Scandals con- 


tinually contrived into their Paths ; bat God witbolds their 


'Matf, 13. 21, 
Luk. 8, 13: 


Jam. 1. 14. 


Pal 1 19.156, 


4 John 2, 40, 


gainſt theſe Stones. | 
: ew Fg ſo many, and ſo great, 


Feet from being taken ; He hath charged himſelf with them, 
to keep them in all their Ways: He bears them wp in bis 
Hand, that they may not,to their Ruine, daſh.their Feet a» 


, a5 #0 wndoe, if it 
were poſſible, the very Elett ; but for the Elefts ſake, the Ef 
fective Power of Scandal is ſhortened. 

2. Scandal is'a Temptation; what the Evangalift Matthew | 
calls bei Scandabiſ's, or Ofexzded, the Evangelift 

| away in a Time of Temptation. 

Scandal ditters nothing from that Deſcription of the 
Apoſtle Fames : Every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own Luſt, and enticed. Then Luſt, when 
it hath concerved, brings forth Six, and Sin, when it is finiſh- 
ed, brings forth Death. I ſay it differs nothing, but that 
in Scandal the Temptation is covered : Luſt, Inordinate 
Afﬀection, is always at the bottom of Scandal: All Sca- 
dals againſt Religion, or any of the Truths, Commands, 
or Duties of it, have their Root in Luſts and ſinful Cor- 
ruption within: Herein they are juſtly chargeable to Con- 
.demnation ; the Scandal within is the great Scandal. 

He that hath an impure AfﬀeCtion quenched into the 
love of the Law of God, hath nothing to Offend, or Scan- 
daliſe him. Scandal finds no place in him: He that loves 
his Brother, and God in him, hath no occaſion of Scandal 
in him. But 
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But Scandal is Temptation ſo covered, as I have de- 
ſcribed, and therein ir differs from meer 7emprarion, Ma- 
ny Temptations to Sin are barefacd, and have nothing 
but. Pleaſure , Profit, or Vain-Glory to bait the- 
Hook with; the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, the 
Pride of Life ; all which leave the fin naked, or the co- 
vering 1s at leaſt ſo thin, that Conſcience is not at all im- 
pos'd upon. But Scaxda/ hath the ſeemingly fair 
Recommendation of a Prixciple of Reaſon, of Doftrine of Re- 
ligzow, how falſe ſoever. 

And therefore, though in a free way of ſpeaking; a: 
man is Scandaliſed by his Right Eye, his Right Hand, his 
Right Foot, interpreting them of his Luſt getting the A- 
ſcendant over his Fud t and Conſcience ; that has no-. 
thing of excuſe, but that he in whom it dwells has made it 
ſo neceſſary to him, that it is become of himſelf; 
yet ſpeaking more accurately, and according to the 
ral courſe of Holy Writing, Scandal is Temptation - 
dowed and ſheltered; there is ſome Screen betwixt the 
Eye of Conſcience, and defenceleſs Guilt ; fome Attire of. 
Vertue or Reaſon about the Sin. + 

There may be ſome places, where Scandal may be ve- 
ry near ſigmfying _— but Temptation; but generally 
there is as much diff , as between Davids Fall into- 
Murder and Adultery ; and Peters Denial of his Lord; 
the one was plain Temptation, the other Scandal, ariſing. 
from the,to him, uninterpretable Suffering of our Saviour ;. 
though both were great and grievous Sins. 

3. Scandal is a Temptation to ſome great Sin, or courſe 
of Sin: For though the leaſt Sin introduc'd upon the- 
Counterfeit of Religion, and Reaſon, is truly Scandal, 
and partakes in-its Woe. Yet thoſe Scandals of daily: 
almoſt unavoidable Incurſion in this imperfect State are 
broken in their deadly effe&t, by the daily and general 
Repentance and* deſire of Pardon, and Faith inthe Blood 
of Jeſus, all true Converts live inthe Practice of. Who 
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"Who can underſtand his Scandals ? Deliver thou me from 
ſecret ones,may every good man pray.But keep back thy Ser- 
want from Inſolent Scandals, that they may not have. Do+ 
minion, ſo that 7 be Innocent and free from the great Tranſ- 
greſſion. | | 

The ſins that Scandal precipitates upon, may be either 
. in the refuſal, diſavowment, rejection, or py to ſome 

of the prime manifeſtations of God in the World, in Infide- 
lity or Unbelief,or ſome great Enormity of Practice ; and it 
may be abſolv'd and finiſhed in ſome Notorious A& of Sin; 
or may run through the whole Courſe of a mans Life, 
in an habitual State of ſin, or Tranſgreſſion of the Rule, 
that he aQs in all a-long, Lives: and dies in this Szare 
of Satan, in this Captivity under him, 

It may be partial only, there being a reſerve of the 
Soul preſerv'd by Grace, by which the renewed Soul 

recovers it ſelf; as the Apoſtles were Offended, or - Scan- 

dalisd in Chriſt on the Night of his Paſſion; and' Peter in 
- a foyler manner ; and yet theirs,evtno. his Faith: did::not 
fail. They and: he »moſt Eminently cfcap'd; out of 7he 
broken Snare. But men devoid of any Principle of true 
faving Grace, are, though in ſeveral degrees, lock'd with- 
in the Scandal, and: cannot be;reſcued out of it, but by 
a Renovation to Repentance; th& firſt Repentance. 
\ . Yea, eventhe beſt men, under the power of Scandal, 
as we now diſcribe it, are for the na inwrap'd and 
involy'd ; ſo that the whole man ſeems to fall, and the 
whole ſtrength for that time fo far, as is viſible, is taken 

Captive. 

Now by all this that hath been ſpoken, it is unde- 
niable, that a Man is never Scandaliſed, but when heſins ; 
he is not Offended in this S;ripture-ſenſe, but when he 
himſelf Offends : To be juſtly diſpleas'd with other mens 
ſins, or defiling Religion with impure mixtures, is not to 
be Offended ; but when a man himſelfdiſpleaſes and offends 
Ged,and againſt his Duty. 4 Scandal 
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.- 4. Scandal inwraps in Sin, and thedreadful conſequeats 
of it; for in the miſchief and deadly iſſue of Sin, 1s the 
complemental nature, and-notion of | Scandal. 

It is in the way of Righteouſneſs onely, that there 1s Life, 
and in the Path-way thereof, that there is no Death, none 
of the beginnings and firſt ſtrokes of it, of the avant 
Couriers of Death. . It is Wiſdom alone that is Health to- 
the Navel; and Marrow to the Bones ; whoſe ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all its paths are Peace. 

But the ways of Scandal, fo cloſely united with Sin, 
though they ſeem rightin a Mans own Eyes, yet are all 
along the ways of Death, and moſt evidently fo in their 
end. 
Guilt , Divine diſpleaſure,  Perplexity , Anguiſh of 
Mind, Grief, it the Sin be felt; however a wound, 
a tripe upon Conſcience, and a mark of that ſtroke, of that 
wound and ſtripe, whether telt or not ; that can never be 
worn oft, but by Repentance,. and Faith in the Blood of 
Chriſt : Weaknels, Inability,loſs of Vigour,toaHoly Lite and 
Action, and often down right Apoſtacy, are the Fruits of 
Scandal; for every Sin is a prejudice, a mortification, or 
dead works upon the Conſcience, diſpiriting it to Holineſs 
more and more : It is the way of Righteouſneſs that is ſtrength 
ro the upright, and the joy of the Lord therein, is his double 
flrength. 

Through Scandal Men ſtumble and fall, are diſcouraged 
and lye down at length out of Choice, and with reſolution 
to continue where they are, as moſt eafie : Qu# jacet in ter- 
ris, non habet unde cadat : Uponall this enſues at laſt Eter- 
nal Death, if not prevented by Repentance. 

5. Scandal is covered under ſome plauſible  pretence, 
o diſguiſe of a principle of Reaſon, 'or Do@rine of Re- 
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For Reaſon beingan efflux from God the Sovereign Rea- 
fon, and Light from the Father of Lights, any true inciple 
of true Reafon, and rightly applyed, is undoubtedly a 
Divine Oracle, and would juſtific any pretenſion ground. 
ed upon it. | 

Now in all Caſes wherein Divine Revelation is refuſed 
or avowedly forced from the genuine Senſe, becauſe 
either the Revelation, or all Natwral Interpretation will not 
ſerve the turn of Scandal, but dete&s and expoſes it; it 
then flyes under an «ambrage of Reaſon, as ſeparated from 
ſuch- Revelation, or ſets it up to limit and control ſuch Re- 
velation. ; 

But if it profeſſes to own the Scripture, it then ſerves 
it ſelf of Drvize Revelation, but wreſted and miſ-applyed ; 
for the higher the Authority is, that is vouched _y pre- 
tended, the deeper the Scandal ; as we may fee in the Pha- 
riſces, the greateſt, both Maſters and Bondmen of Sean- 
dal, that ever were in the World, (except the Galley Slaves 
of it in the Romans Autichritianiſme) and they were o, be- 
cauſe they were defended and flanked on all ſides, as 
they miſerably deluded themſelves, with the Anthority 
of the Old Teſtament, the Law, and the Prophets, toge- 
ther with the, to them equall, or indeed ſuperiour, aw- 
ful Traditions of the Elders, by which they circumfcribed 
and kept under the Authority and Senſe of Scripture, as the 
Papiſts do at this day, by like Traditions, and Faith of 
their Church. 

Now all theſe, asthey would have it, + 7 in perpe- 
reating the Ceremonial Zaw, as irreverſible by God him- 
ſelf, and ſettling an indefeifible ſhate of Inheritance in the 
erue Religion the Fews alone, without the calling of 
the Gentiles to be the People of God, but as their meer 
Proſelytes, | 
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All theſe, as they deemed, repreſented a Meffah of quite 
another Figure, another CharaRer, than our Saviour ; 
and therefore he (as they concluded) muſt needs be an 7m. 
poftor, and his Doftrive Blaſphemy ; upon which Rock of 
offence the Veſſel of their Church, andeven Nation it ſelf, 
belides their particular Souls, was -moft diſmally Ship. 
wrack'd, 

But not only things of ſo good a Title and Claim, as 
the Jewiſh Religion, are counter-ſcarf'd with a Dottrine ; 
buteven ſuch vile things as Ba/aam taught, eating things 
Sacrificed to Idols, in honour of the Idol, and committing 
Fornication, when contrived into Scandal, muſt have a De- 
&rine for them : For ſo the Spirit of God calls it, the Do- 
arine of Balaam : In Scandaleven Fezabe! puts on the YVail 
of a Propbeteſs, and calls her ſelf ſo, and under it teaches 
and ſeduces; which may abate to us the wonder of Romes 
calling it ſelf a Church ; and its Adulteries, Sorceries, and 7. - 
dolatries, Catholick, Chriſtian Religion. 

6. Scandal by ſach 2 Principle of Reaſon, or Doctrine 
of Religion, ediftes, or emboldens Conſcience: For although 
Conſcience was made for the Divine Truth, and Law of God, 
which is the Truth, and not for Scandal, it was made fo 
even and true to it, that they which /ove this Law, have 
great peace, and nothing can ſcandaliſe or offend them; that 
1s, either ſeduce or hurt them; yet in this very Seat, in 
this very Throne of the Divine Law, in this Temple of 


; God, in thisplace of the Holy, this Tribunal of the Soul, 


that ought to be the SanQuary of Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and as a Tabernacle of Teſtimony, does Scandal exalt it 
ſelf, as if it were from God, and from thence it gives its 
Oracles ; but Conſcience thus debauched and proſtituted, 
bears no more proportion to true Conſczence, than Anti- 
chriſt does toChrift, and is therefore a pſendo-Conſcience, an 
Anti-Conſcience, Conſcience fallly ſo called, 


C 2 7. Scandal 
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7, Scandal always daſhes its own Principles of deceived 
Reaſon, and falſe Doitrixe, upon iome 2712 114 grand Prins 
ciple of Reaſon, and Dottrine of Religion. ior thougheve- 
ry Truth of God is great, yer there arc 0 the firlt magni- 
tude; on account of which oppos'd, the Spirit of God 
brands it Scandal more remarkably ; and hereupon, 
though the Sin derived from Scandal may in it ſelf feem 
ſmall ; yet in regard of ſome ſtable Law of Religion made 
014, and thereby Sin introduced, it isa very great Sin, 
though in a matter of its ownNature ſometimes indifferent. 

Now it cannot be otherwiſe, but Scandal! muſt thus 
daſh upon Truth, becauſe, as I have faid, it herein differs 
from {imple Temptation,that its reſt is upon ſome falſe Prin- 
ciple of Reaſon, or Dottrine of Religion ; it frames miſchief by a 
Law ; andit muſt needs be, that every falſe Principle and 
Dofrine muſt ruſhagainſt ſome true one; and though no 
Truth of God be ſmall, or Sin little, and Scandal is al- 
ways proportionable, yet the wiſdom of Scripture hath ap- 
propriated the name of Scandal to the violation of ſome 
grand Principle : AsT ſhall now in the next place (for the 
turther explaining of Scandal) obſerve thoſe Pillars of the 

Divine Truth and Law, againſt which it throws and bruiſes 
the Scandaliſed Soul, as the Sacred Books ſhall inſtru& 
us. 
1. The Eternal Being, and Holy Government of God 
in the World, according to thoſe Righteous, Juſt, and 
Good Laws he hath given, and according to which he will 
Judge, and make Retribution to all Men, at that great 
day, is the Fountain, and moſt Fundamental Principle of 
Religion. 

So then whatever, upon pretence of Reaſon and juſt 
cauſe, undermines the Faith, abates the Aws, or diſpirits 
the Obedience, agrecable to ſo ſupreame a ſtandard of all 
theſe, is the Original and final Scandal. 


Here 
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Here all Scandz/ begins, in the decay -of' the Faith and 
Me oy Fear of God; and hither it returns: It ends ina further loſs 


C- F of God, andthis upon offexce taken, that too much is re- 

op quired without reaſon. 

d A This is that Eternal Rock of Truth, at which whoe- 

I, 4 ver ſtumbles, muſt needs be hurt, wounded and grieved: 

n Thus was TI grieved in my Heart, and pricked in my Reins, Plal.73. 1; 
le faith the P/almi/t on this very occaſion. Whoever falls vi- 

, . olently againſtit, it breaks him ; whoever conteſts to re- 


; move it, and burdens himfelt with it, it falls upon him, 
S | and grinds him to Powder, | 
5 And yet againſt this, ſpeculative and practical Atheiſm 
| hath in all Ages hardened it ſelf, and by ſhews of Reaſon, 
7 and high Spirit, been heaving and peckingat it, and caſting 
| Scandals in all Mens way. Gods retirement (as they fancy 
L it)into the zhick covering of the Clouds, and the pleaſure of jub. 1. 14, 
walking in the Circuit of Heaven, and not coming down in 
viiible nk of Glory and Power, have given to ungodly 
' Men, the Boldnels and a counterteit of Argument to diſpute 
again{t his Being andGovernment:I fay,a counterfeit of Ar- 
gument;for with anApparition of Reaſon from hence,and an 
Lnſolency of Wickedneſs,they Conjure down they Mormo of 
Religion,and the Gol/in of Conſcience,as they eſteem them. 


( . Atheiſm hath always ſpoken /four Words againſt God ; 
| ſaying to God, Depart from us, we defire not the knowledge ya 4.14: 
of thy ways : What-is the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve 


' 75 Þ ob. s 1 'Y 
him 2 Or what profit is it, it we ſhould pray unto him » $08. 2 bf 


It hath of old litted up Men againſt God, and ſtretched 
out their hand w__ the Almighty; ſo that they have 
run upon God, even upon the thick Boſſes of his Bucklzr, to 
miſclrief themſelves to the utmoſt, | 
In the very days of Job, there was this Counſe/ of the Job 10. 3. 
wicked; as if it was the reſult of debate, and ſerious con- _ = - 
ſideration, ina Senate of Atheiſts; as if they had made the II 
Experiment, and found upon proof, there was no advan: 
tage 


Job. 10. 3. 


Pal, 93. 2, 


Ver. 22. 


Eccleſ, 8, 11. 


&x0d. 9, 16. 


= 4 


tage in ſerving God, and no Man came by the worſe in 


deſpiſing him. 

t is not the invention of one Age, of this laſt Age, as 
if it might prideit ſelf in finding it out ;. Scripture hath not 
thought it againſt its Intereſts to record the ſtrength of 
the Cauſe, as it was managed of old ; in thoſe Elder days of 
706, in the laſt days of the Old Teſtament, in the time of 
the Prophet Malachi : But over-runs it with a Flood of 
Truth and Eloquence, even as God does, as he pleaſes, with 
a Deluge of Wrath. 

Yet preſent Impunity, and the ſeeming confuſion of 
Providence in the proſperity of the ungodly, and the af- 
flicted State of good Men, hath been always a ſtumbling 
Block to ſudden and ſhort conſideration: Fob ſignificant- 
ly callsit, Gods ſhining on the Councel of the Wicked ; as if it 
gave ita Luſtre, and Countenance : Even good Men, till 
ay went into the Santuary of God, and looked to the 
end of things, have found it a Scandal. The P/almiſt 
acknowledges, His Feet were almoſt gone, and his Feet well 
nigh ſlipped, when he ſaw the Proſperity of the Wicked, 
and Waters of a full Cup of affiiftion, wrung out to the Godly : 
Yet upon full diſcuſſion of the caſe, he confeſſes it his Fol- 
ly, and Ignorance : So Fooliſh wasI, and Ignorant, I was 
as a Beaſt before thee. 7he wiſe King obſerved the Hearts of 
the Sons of Men, fully ſet them in to do Evil, becauſe Sen- 
tence on an Evil Work was not ſpeedily Executed. God b 
his Patience ſuſtaining, and making wicked Men ſtand, 
even when they deny him, is the occaſion of their more 
dreadful fall ; tor their Foot will ſide in due time to their E- 
ternal Ruine ; how ſlack ſoever God is miſdeemed, he will 


be a ſwift Witneſs of his own Being and Truth, and the A- 


venger of his own Glory, 

Now, ſo far as any Man hath, either in ſecret Suſpici- 
ons, or in the ſilent Murmurs of his Soul, ſaid, 7here is 
»0 God, or vanquiſhed the prevailing Awes of —_ 

that 
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1; 
that Conſcience hath been emboldened or ediffed, or fo 
much as filenced, or dumb, and mute in the Commilltion 
of Sin, or negle&t of Duty upon thefe appearances, ( and 
who can fay herein , 7 have made my Heart clean, I am 
pure from this Tranſgreſſion 2) (o far hath he been Scandali- 
fed and indanger'd to his Ruine. | | 

This isthe firſt great Pillar of Truth, and the primary 
Scandal is placed here ; That Men think there is no reaſon, 
God ſhould have ſo much Love, Fear, Honour,Obedience,fo 
much Worſhip and Service. And the Second is like to 
it, 

2. Even the Faith of Jeſus Chrift, the Saviour of the 
World, is like to that firſt great Principle, and equal to it ; 
both becauſe the whole Riches and Treaſure of all Religi- 


on 15 depoſited and concentered in it, ſo that he hath not the John 19. ;. 


Father, nor the Knowledge of the only true God, nor the E- 
ternal Life, proceeding from it, who hath not the Son, 
who hath not the FXnewledge of Feſus Chrift, whom 
God bath ſent, Even as Chritt is the brightneſs of the 
Fathers Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, ſo is the 
knowledge of Chriſt the expreſs Image of the Knowledge 
of God,and the brightneſs of it: wherever it is revealed, if it 


be nor believed in, the God of the Word hath blinded the 2 Ca. 4. 6. 


minds of them that believe not, leaſt they fhould fee the light 
of the Glory of God, in the Face of Feſus Chrift, who is the 
mage of God, ſhining to them. ; 
Efpecially, and more particvlarly, that great Attribute 
of Divine Mercy, ang Pardoning Grace, is illuſtrated, 
and breaks out with brighter and warmer Beams, in this 


Son of his Love, the Lamb of God who takes away the Sins As + 2. 


of the World, by the Sacrifice of himſelf: His 1s the only 
Name giuen under the whole Heaven, to the Childreu of 


Men, whereby they can be ſaved. 
This 


2 Cor, 4, 4,& 


Ifa, 23. 16+ 


L Pet, T 8 6, 


( 16 Y 
This indeed was the Scandal of the Fews, who aſſu- 
med to theraſelves, as the only Maſters of the true Reli- 


gion in the World ; and fooliſhneſs to the Greeks, who took 
upon them as the like Maſters of Reaſon ; but this corner 
Stone of Truth was /aid ſo ſure, and of ſa tryed an excel- 


. lency, that all that reject and ſpurn at it, fumble and fall, 


Ver. 7. 


Mat. 10,1 5.8, 


IT gor, I, 25, 


1 Cor.3.19, 
20, 


are ſnared-and broken. They are falſe Notions of God 
and Truth, that. will not be reconciled to.it, and while 
even the Builders refuſe it, it will yet riſe to be the Head 
of the Corner. 

It hath now ſurmounted (before any Impartial Judges) 
all other Names of Religion in the whole World ; fo rhat 
to ſtrike at it, where it is known and received, argues a 
difaffe&tion and being Scandaliſed at Religion it ſelt, and 
is become the ſame with denying God, Providence, and E- 
ternal Judgment: Corrupted Reaſon, and Lucian-Wit 
aims atReligion in its very Eſſence, when it pretends to 
daſh upon that ; and if, when it ſeem'd to encounter with 
Gods own Adminiſtration by Moſes, there was yet ſuch 
a preſence of God with it, that it would be more tolerable 
for Sodam and Gomorrah, in the day of Judgment, than 
for thoſe that refuſed it, as the Lord in ſeveral places teſti- 
fies', how much greater will the Condemnation be now, 
when it hath ſo pertely antiquated all that pretenſion a- 
gainſt it, and worn out the Prejudices of Elder Paga- 
niſme ?2And yet ſo far as the Fooliſhneſs of God, (as the Apoſtle 
ſtyles it) does not appear to us wiſer than Men, and the 
weakneſs of God ſtronger than Men, we are ready to be Scan- 
daliſed at the Doftrine of a Crucified Saviour. And it ſeems 

the eaſieſt place for the Attacks of Atheiſm, Irreligion, and 
Prophaneneſs, who yet at laſt will find themſelves in a Gin, 
or Trap,. when they thought they had gained Ground, 
and made entrance, and ſhattered to pieces, when they be- 
lieved a Conqueſt : For God taketh the wiſe in their own 


Craftineſs, and he knoweth the wiſeſt thoughts of Men, that 
they 


(t7) 
are vain ; Every Degree of Apoſta Chrift, is ac. 3.18. 
x Sore —_ the Living God. FrankSizes in Prayer, 

or Publick Diſcourſes of Religion, are ſo much the more 

Divine, as they ſend forth the ſweet ſavour of his Name, 
which is as an Oyntment poured out. The =_ defired to þ yy" 
know nothing but Chriſt, and him cracified : It is the vary, 

the Top and Tranſcendency of Knowledge. Apoſtolick 

Epiſtles, full of Chriſt, and the 7rath as it is in Jeſus, are the 

beſt Patterns for Sermons, much exceeding the Rationaliſm 

or Moraliſm of the wiſeſt Phitoſophy : It is a Degree of 

Scandal firſt taken, and then given, to ſpeak little of him. 

All Preaching is not giving the ſavorr of his Knowledge ; \ cy; 2. vie. 
and if it have not Life to the Soul, it is deadly, a Symptom to 
Death. The very diverting, though to 


er Parts of Sa- 
cred Scripture, ſpeaks Men offended in him, when they do 
not find him, and expreſs him, the 4/pha and Omega in all, 
the Bright Morning Star, the Amen. And though a Batto- 
logy, a vain Repetition in naming him, is blamable ; yet 
it 15 more blame to conceal him, even in the beſt Diſcour- 
ſes of his Religion. The Rays of Religion are paler,more 
weak, and chull, as they fall fartheſt off from him: Ze i 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, with healing in his wings ; and, Bleſ- 
ſed is he in theſe days, even in.thele days, whoever is not of- 
fended in him. 

3- The Spirituality, Purity,Cleanneſs, and Chaſteneſs of 
the Worſhip of God, diCtated by the cleareſt and ſincereſt 
Light of Natural Conſcience, approved by Divine Revelati- 
on,or founded, inſtituted, and direfted by that undoubted 
Heavenly Oracle, is the next great Pillar of Truth, upon 
which the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Mens Souls, 
is ſetled : But againſt this, ſenſual and defiled Imagination 
hath in all Apes raiſed Scandal, and ſo befool'd Reaſon, that 
it hath caſt down many wounded ; yea, many ſtrong 
Men in their Intelle&ual Endowments, and Reputation for 

Wiſdom, have been enſnar'd and ruin'd by it. 
D 


It 


2 Cor 8. & 10, 


Rev, 3, 14, 
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fe hath been the Renown therefore of thoſe Princes in 
Sacred Story, that have had the Religious Magnanimity to 
reſiſt the Charmesof this Sorcereſs, and kept Divide Wor- 
ſhip. uncorrupted ; in whoſe: Glory,: fo much asthe: High 
Places was a dark Shade, and ecclips'd them, though it had 
fair Pretence. _ Idolatry and Superſtition have been moſt 
evidently branded in Scripture,for the moſt wretched State 
of being ſcandalizd ; and Idols, for the' moſt abhorr'd 
Scandals. This was the Szare of Gadeon and his Houſe; and 
yet, as Interpreters give us, ina Matter as innocent at firſt, 
as laying up the Ephod he had inquir'd at in his Danger, 
as a Monument of Gratitude for his Victory ; that was 
after turn'd thus into a. Scandal, Fudges $. 27. This was the 


Scandal Balaam taught Balak to caft before the Children of 


Iſrael. Theſe were the Wiles,the Gins, and Traps, in which 
the Midianites, Numb. 25. 17, 18. inclosd, cramp, and 
vex'd them ; firſt, with the Guilt riſing up in the Face of 
Conſcience, and then with the miferable Conſequence of 
the ſudden Wrath of God revealed from Heaven againſt 
them. This was the Stumbling-block of Iniquity the wicked 
Man in Ezekiel puts before his Face, even the Idols he had 
upon his Heart. Theſe were the ſkumbling-blocks, with the 
wicked, God would cat off, and remove, in the Prophet Ze- 
phaniah.. This was one principal Point of' Scavdal the 
Apoftle diſcourſes of to the Corinthians, in the Caſe of Eat- 
ing things offered unto 7dols; and that the ZZoly Spirit in the 
New Teſtament {ſo eminently remarques for Balaam's Do- 
arine of Scandal. The great Abomination, and Lie, that 
deceives the World; in the Book of the Revelatzon, is the de- 
teſtable Antichriſtian Idolatry, the notortous Scandal of the 
Chriſtian World, both within it ſelf, and before the Fews, 
Turks, and even Pagans, who ſee their own Brutithneſs 
acted under that excellent Name. f 
This is ſo great a Point, that God hath departed from the 
Brevity of that Majeftick Law in the Second Commandment, 
for 
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for the guarding his. Worſhip, 'as with a Flaming Swor#, 
every way, becauſe in a Caſe wherein Humane Nature is 
ſo prone to fall. Whether therefore it be the dividing the 
Divine Honour to any other, though under the Name of 
Reverence to him, as the Original, or Supreme ; or whe- 
ther it be the carvinga Worſhip for God, he does not pre- 
ſcribe for himſelf; whatever be the Dccency, or Expedien- 
cy to help the Devotion, whether of the Learned, or Un. 
learned ; it becomes Scandal, and a Snare to thoſe that are 
ſo impos'd upon. 

And ſeeing (though the-weakneſs of Paſſion be far off 
from God) he owns himſelf jealous , we have reaſon to 
miſtruſt every thing,when he is ſo, ſeeing not only foulDe- 
bauches, but even what is moſt innocent in-all otherCaſes, 
is ſuſpefted in that. | op 

Hezekiah in the ſenſe of this broke in _— venerable 
a Relique as the Brazen Serpent, not only 
Miraculous Cure, but a Type of Chrift; and degraded it 
into a meer piece of Braſs, when he ſaw the /Fae/ztes ſcay- 
dalifing at it, and tempted by it to impure Glances. When 


our Saviour perceived fo clean and harmleſs an Uſage, as we, 1s. 1, 


Waſhing betore Meat, creeping into a piece of Religion, 
how ſeverely he diſown'd it ! and was careleſs of the cauſe- 
leſs ſcandal;ing of the Phariſees, by his DoErine concern- 
ing it, becauſe he knew there was True and Real Scandal 
in that Rite, ſo abusd. And when all is ſaid that can be 
ſaid, the Heavenly Pattern is that, in Divine Worſhip, and 
that only, of which it can be ſaid, That nothing in it can 
ſcandaliſe, that is, juſtly ſcandaliſe ; except we think God's 
Fealoufie was a Fewiſh Style, wholly now out of date. ,. 
And yet how hath this Scandal, this Stone of Stumbling, 
this Gin, and Snare, always lain in the way of Humane 
Imagination, and prevail'd upon it. 
As if. God, living in the Retirement 'of a Spiritual Na- 
ture, did not underſtand how himſelf was to be addreſs'd 
D 3 by 


a Ceremony of ; xing; 13, 4. 
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by Men, nor knew the Points of Honour due to his own 
Glorious Nature, as is meſt Faſhionable-and Modiſh in the 
World; Men take upon them to diſtinguiſh things better 
by the Breeding they have had in this Farthly Country > 
they think God ſo much a Stranger, as not to know how 
to appoint for himſelf, when Men have to do with him ; as 
if what might be well accepted in Heaven, would not yet 
be current upon Earth. Here Images, Pictures, Elevations, 
Adorations of the Hoſt, with innumerable Rites and Ce- 
remonies, are neceſſary to beget Devotion due to God the 
Saviour they will ſerve: Here they that can beſt judge 
what is moſt Stately, have determin'd, God muſt not 
make himſelf ſo cheap, as immediately to receive Prayers 
and Supplications, or by his Son only, as the Mediatour : 
Angels and Saints muſt intercede, and then who can deny 
them their ſhare of Honour ? Religion will be negle&ed 
and defpiſed, if it have not Sets-off beſides it ſelf, and the 
neceſſary Decency of Humane Aftions: There muſt be 
ſomething unuſual to dreſs it up, and amuſe. But all this 
is no more than the Greens and Flouriſhes laid over a Trap, 


to hide it, and invite the unwary Pans - 
God, that underſtands himſelf fo perte&ly, as to know 


what will pleaſe him, underſtands all Men too, and needs 
not that any ſhould tell him of Man; for he knows what 
isin Man; and he hath pronounced it, What is higly efteem- 
ed among Men, is abomination in the fght of God : He hath 


ſaid it, /z vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Dottrines the 
Commandments of Men : All outward Pomp is but drawing 
nigh with Lips, when the Heart is far off, 

To worſhip God, is to give him the Glory of his own 
Perfe&tions, and not to make him ſuch a One as our ſelves. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip, muſt worſhip him in $pi- 
rit and Truth ; in his Spirituality and Truth, not in their 
own Carnality and vain Shew. It is not to Paint, or 
Pourtray, or Carve a Deity, as the Zeathen, that Thang'd 
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the Truth of Gal into a Lie, and the Glory of the Incorrupti- « 
Ble God into the Image- of Coruptible Man, and other baſer 
Creatures, becauſe they thought it beſt ; and yet worſe 
than that, into Names of greateſt: Infamy, and flagitious 
Turpitudes. x 

| frivolous Rites ſent Divinity ſmall and imper- 
tinent, to the Great loſs of the Glory due to that terrible 
Name, The Lord our God. 

One great End of Worſhip, is the Conforming the Soul 
to the Divine Nature, by Approaches to, and Exerciſes of 
the Mind upon it ; but if oy: be miſſhapen, the Soul is 
made more unlike to God Bleſſed for ever, as the ſame Hea- 
then became more licentious by the Pourtraiftures they 

ave their Gods. A trivial Temper of Mind naturally x: 
ults from a trivial Worſhip, even as it forms it firſt 
often ms it there, it daily returns from it cox 
and improv | 

The Sincere Worſhip, dire&ted to in the Goſpel, is 
Glaſs in which we behold the Glory of the Lord, and are chaws. 
ged into = fame Image from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit. 

the Lord. 
F Looſneſs of Life hath been always noted to be the Freie 
of a Corrupt Worſhip: Tt is naturally ſo, and God curſes 
it to be ſo; God gave Idolaters up to their Luſts, and an 
Tnjudicious Mind. 

They that Worſhip him aright, according to his Word, 2ſt ;6. 8. 
adhere to him, and by regular Conduits drink Life from **4 55. +: 
the Fountain of Life , and derive from the River of \ his 
Pleaſures; they are abundantly ſatisfied with the Goodneſs of 
his Houſe, even of his Holy Temple. 

They that Worſhip God after their own Imaginations, 
do but drink out of their own broken or defiled Cifterns, 
that hold no Water ; and therefore draw nothing but Wind 
and Air, or Corruption , They walk in the Light of their own 


Sparks, and have only this at Gods hand, to tie down in ſorrow. 
Befides, 


I Gy. 3. uſt) 


© Beſides that, God In juſt diſpleaſure ſends down upon them 
the Revenges of an abuſed andinjurd Powerand Godhead. 
Now all this expreſſes the Heighth both of the Deception 
and Miſchief of Scandal, 
| 4. The fourth great Principle of Truth, is the abſolate 
| and indiſpenſible Neceflity of Holineſs, both in Heart and 
| Bb, 12,24, Lite, without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord: Againſt which 
3 there lies no ſuch Scandal, or cauſe of Offence, as inward 
| and inherent Luſt, and inordinate Appetite, which is 6b- 
ſtinately ſet to obtain its Satisfa&tion, and is no way to be 
tam'd, but by being cut off, though it be the Right FZand, 
. or Right Foot, or even the Right Eye. The Love of God, 
and his Law, is the beſt Security againſt this Scandal, and 
4 ification and Crucifixion of the O74 May, with 
Laſts and Aﬀettions. : 
from Reaſon, or Do&trines of Religion, there 
ne in this Caſe, to thole who acknowledge either 
| ianity, or Morality. 
—ButMenare carried down the violentStream of ungovern'd 
Paſſion, and that falls into the wide Sea of general Corrup- 
tion and Bad Example,which looks moſt like an Authority, 
There are the Palliations and Excuſes of Sin, which may 
ſerve in a time of Peace, and Carnal Security ; but cannot 
ſo delude Conſcience, as to be in a ſtrict ſenſe Scandal. The 
continual Prattice of Sin hardens the Heart, fears, benumbs, 
and ſtupifiesall inward Senſe, and cancels the Awe of thoſe 
| ingraven Laws and revealed Commands of God , for a 
time; but cannot either deny their Juſt Power, or chal- 
lenge them of Unreaſonableneſs. So that, if any where, 
Men are forc'd to take Refuge at the Atheiſtick denial of 
Religion it ſelf, or to blind Conſcience with Superſtitious 
Acts, which ſeem to commute and make fatistaQtion for 
| Sin: Or, if Men are reſolved to blind their Eyes, and ob- 
| ſtruct all Senſe, they may make the Profeſſion of Trae 
Mat.7. 2%: Religion a Cover to Sin, as they that cry, Lord, Lord, and 
the 


| tag ) d 
the "Temple of the' Lyrd are we'; "that name the' Nanie 0795. ;. + 
Chriſt wich great oltentation, and fo may deceive their * 7" *: 
own Souls; but to hold out againſt-either- the Challenges 
of Divine Truth, or of their own: Reflexions, is impoffible, 
So. that, upon the whole: matter, Predominant Luſt from 
within, and Bad le from the: fo abounding Iniquity 
of all ſorts of Men, the Falls,of Good Men, the Miſcarri- 
ages of Hypocrites and infincere Profefiours of Religion, 
are the greateſt Scandals or Stwumbling-bloecks in the Ways of 
Holineſs, to thole that are not inſnared inthe afore-named 
Scandals, | | | 
But although the neceſſity of Holineſs is above the reach 
of ſtri& and proper Scandal, yet it is the very Center of 
all Scandal in the effe& of it ; for then a Mam is i | 
ſcandaliſed, when the Salt of Divine Trath, whey 
rit of Truth can haye no power nor 
becauſe of that Scavdal, to ſeaſon the Heart, nor gov 
Life and Action in the Love, Fear, and Obedience of Gat - 
and Jeſus Chriſt, But if it be poſſible for any Man to ur* 
derſtand in his Heart and Life what he does not promiſe by” 
Profeſlion ; or if he feem to deny any Principle of Tl . 
and does not underſtand inhis Heart and Lite the Extent 
and Force of his Denial, but hath better Prineiples, that are 
an Antidote. and Counter-poyſfon to any Miſtakes in the 
Dodtrine of Religion, he is not ſcanda/iſed with the great 
Miſchief of Scanda/: But that Man is ſcandaliſed, that 
through Falſe Principles, or the denial of True ones, wants 
their Power and Vertue upon his AfﬀeCtions and Attions - 
For no Truth is for Notions ſake, but to make truly good 
the Heart and Practice ; the very Confeſſion with the 
Mouth is to recoil back into the Soul, and make thar 
better, and to move forward, and ingage the Lite along 
with it. | | 
5. It is a grand Pillar of the Truth of Religion, That 
we love our Neighbour as our ſelves; and that be that oy 1 Fob u 4, 21+ 
God, 


19. 


© God, ſhould love his Brother alſo : And there is not, there 
cannot be any Law of Religion, wherein the Equity, the 
Love; Favour,-and of the Lord our God, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, towards Humane Nature 
moreevidently recommend it ſelf: Itis the Juſtification of 
e Religion of the Scriptures to be the True Religion : 

d as the Love of God to May, his Philanthropy, foes ſhine 
out more illuſtriouſly in the Goſpel ; ſo does the Law and 
Dottrine of this Love of Chriſtians to one another ; and not 
only to Chriſt iavs, but zo af Men: And in this, as —_— 
eſt Os ge Rs, iſcour- 
: it is made another yp. poor 


ſes of ſo great weight 


| Mw,a13039 of . Religion 'to the Love of God. The one is the firſt and 


, and the ſecond is like to it : It is the 
and the Prophets ; it is the whole Law, It is irrecon- 
to the Love of God, not to love our Brother : It is 

"a Degree of Murther, that whoever is guilty of, can- 
Joe have Eternal Life abiding in him. It is the Mark 
-EWe have paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we love the Bre- 


threw. 
f So many are the m_—_ and fo ſtrong the Obli- 
gations to this Duty, that they cannot be recounted ; all 
may be ſummed up, in that God is Love, and he that 
dwelleth in Love, is born of God, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. Now that this Love is fix'd in an Uniformity of 
Opinions,' or poirits of outward order in the Worſhip of 
God, is moſt unreaſonable to believe; for beſides the im- 
poſlibility-to reconcile all the innocent Varieties that are 
in Humane Nature, though it be Chriſtian humane Nature, 
in their Sentiments and EleQtions in theſe things; the 
things themſelves arenot of that amount, as to bethe pro- 
per reſt of this Divine Love; or that if it miſſes theſe 
Poles, it ſhould therefore ceaſe to be the Axis upon which 
the Catholick Society of Chriſtians, and Chriſtian unity, 
turns; for that, inthe very Nature of the thing, muſt be 
ſubſtantial Chriſtianity it ſelf. And 
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"(25)-- 
. .And this is indeed the Great Schiſm, to be divided in 
Afﬀe&tion from Chriſtians ; it-is a wonder how it conld be 
otherwiſe underſtood, ſeeing ſmaller differences are fre- 
quently by the Apoſtle conſidered, and allowed for,without 
the leaſt allowance for Chriſtians wot loving ove another. 
Chriſtianity carries no Gall, even towards utmoſt 
Strangers, vpon the account of irs being the true Religji- 
on, much leſs towards thoſe that are truly Chriſtians, 
though not each uniform with one another in all things. 
great Scandals againſt this Love are, private Men 
think 1t juſtifiable not to love thoſe that have injured 
them $z but this Cafe hath been conſidered, and a forgiv- 


neſs of ſeventy ſeven Injuries in a day, upon Acknowledgs yy. ig. us, 
ment and Repentance, been taken care for, that Love ink Luke 17. 4+ 


be continued, The forgivneſs of God and Chriſt, is 

as an Example, and that it may the more affe& us, ” 4 
odds between our Offences againſt God, and all 
ſpaſſes againſt our ſelves, is ſtated as difproportionate as 
ten thouſand Talents toa hundred Pence. 

But however Men think, they may juſtly not love 
where there is a diffe in Divine matters, in matters 
of Religion: This is the cauſe of God and Truth, and yet 
this is generally but the greater Scandal; for when the 
things that Chriſtians differ in are ſmall, and that they 
agree in great and momentous things, it is evident the 


"Integrity, Honour, and Intereſt of Religion ſhould much 


more unite, and indear, than little Intereſts divide. 

In things that are evidently contrary to Divine Truth, 
and the Law of God, there 1s a juſt denial of a xa: , with 
reſpect to that Evil he travels with, as the Apoſtle Fohn, 
the great Miniſter of Love, teaches us; and a Method for 
Reformation or Rejection, as our Saviour, agreeable to 
that Law in Leviticus, prefcribes us; not to ſmother'our 
hatred or diſpguſts in ſilence, and reſerve by concealing 
the fault, a conſtant cauſe and ſtore for our Anger 

E - or 


Mat. 18, 1f, 
Ge. Lev,' 9.17 


Rom, 16, 17. 


or H-will, but to bring it to an open procedure,that either 
our miſapprehenſion may. be reQified, or the perſon refor- 
med, and ſo our lovecither way reſtored ; or a juſt reaſon 
appear, not for our hatred, but for our limitting the extent 
of our Love: In ſucha caſe it ought not tobe as is due to 
a Chriſtian, but toa Publicane, or Heathen ; who is till 
the Obje& of our Love, but not of that kind, that degree 
of Love adjuſt to Chriſtians ; but this muſt be in a caſe 
clear and evident,not every Diſpute. TheTruth of Chriſtian 
Religion, and the great Deſign of it, is the Salyation and 
Happineſs of all the Servants of Chriſt, and with an Unt> 
verſal Favour to Mankind ; and this is preſerved only in 
Love. 

Every thing then that cools and deſtroys Love, under 
a ſhew of Juſt and Right, is a Scandal x becauſe it over- 
throws Chriſtianity, which is indeed a Religion of Love, 
and makes. a man of great Name, Pretence, Authority in 
the Church, a »othing. 

It is a Scandal, for it riſes from Scandal; it hath the- ill 
effect of Scandal, both enſnaring and deſtroying,and it tends 
to further Scandal. 

It riſes from Scandal ; he that does not Love hath ſome 
Luſt, ſome intereſt of Profit, Dominion, or Pleaſure, that 
he ſerves under a name of Religion: They that cauſe 
Dzviſjons, Wguics; Diviſions in afteftion, taking advantage 
of Diſſents in Opinion , theſe ſerve their own Bellies : That 
Luſt which they cloak with Religion, that baſer Intereſt 
they cloath and cover with a better name; that Luſt fo 
diſguiſed deceives them, and enſlaves them under it ſelf: 

moves to further Scandal; every one that does not 
comply with the humour of this Luſt, and ſerve it, 
heappears as the Irreligious, or the Fattious diſorder- 
ly Perſon; hereupon he muſt not be received, or con- 
tinued in the Love due to a Brother, a Chriſtian; 
though the caſe be nothiog at all to true Chriſtianity, OurSa- 
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Diogr,as aware ofthis, in his ſo ſevere caution of not Standa- 


 Fifing little ones,urmmediatly ſubjoins thoſe dreadful Precepts 


ofcutting off theRightHand,&*. that Scandaliſe our ſelves,as 
implying,they are the great cauſes of our Scandalifing others. 
This ſtill moves on to further Scandal ; Scandal to Stran- 
gers,who npugen look upon ay as Auſtere,Moroſe, 
and Cruel, and fo are diſcouraged trom coming in to it : 
Scandal to thoſe, whom our Saviour calls the /irtle ones in 
Chriſtianity, whom it may be he ſo calls, not that they 
are always ſo in themſelves (when yet deſpiſed) but becauſe 
they may be only ſo in the Eyes of thoſe that deſpiſe them, 
and think not the honour and regard owing to Chriſtians 
due tothem ; or becauſe, take the meaneſt in Chriſtianity, 
or thoſe we think, or are indeed in moſt danger to be loſt 
our Saviour in a Scheme, in a Figure of little ones, wayld 
repreſent, they ought to be the moſt cautiouſly "and 
tenderly treated. | = 

Laſtly, They themſelves become Scandaliſed too often 
to much higher degrees of Scandal hereby, even againſt 
thoſe things that carry the trueſt, and moſt genuine Spi- 
rit of Chriſtianity, becauſe they would go as far off as ey 
can, and be molt unlike thoſe from whom they diſſent m 
ſome things ; that neither their Praying, their Preaching, 
their Phraſe and manner of ſpeaking muſt be _— by 
them, till they even deſert the Examples of the very 
Scripture it ſelf in thoſe things ; and come toonear Burlet- 
quing the Sacred guiſe of them, or at leaſt, whart is ſo 
nearly united, that the reproach that falls upon the one 
falls upon the other alſo ; and all that they may be ſure to 


- ſtand far enough off from the adverſe purity of what they 
have eſpouſed; whoſe Opinions while they ſeem to ſtrike, . 


the things moſt agreeable to Scripture, are the Sufferers too 


often. But he that /oves his Brother, has no gccafion. of this 1Jelm2. 20511; 


fort of tumbling (whictris not far fromthe Apoft/es mean- 


uig) becauſe as his Soul is rightly compos'd,and not Clou- 
| E 2 ded 
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lack paflion, ſo he hath no Temptati- 
hing in true Chriſtianity, out of Hatred 
to his Brother who profeſſes it, but an adgitional Oblt- 
gation to keep the Truth entire, out of Love to his Bro- 
ther who: is united in it with himſelf ; and therefore it is 
ſaid, hereby we know we love the Children of God 
when we love God, and keep his Commandments ; when 
our love to them ingages us the more cloſe, in a Religious, 
Union with them. He that hates his Brother, is ready to 
fall out withevery thing that he is for, and knows not at - 
what he ſtumbles, whether it be truly of God and Chriſt, 
or not, and ſo.is no juſt occaſion of tumbling, though he - 


1 Febn. 5.9.2. [umble at it. 


6. The Government and Authorxty God hath veſted in 
nſcience to underſtand with God for it ſelf, and the 
Sa: and to guide it ſelfaccording to his Command, who 
is 2t5 only Father, and it ought to have none «por aEarth, 


- befide him; even as Chriſt is its ove Maſter,isa Grand Prig- 


ciple of True Religion. s 
And this is of ſo great concernment, that though the 
ing be good a Man does, yet if he doesit not upon a - 

adgement, aSenſe, a Dictate of Conſcience ; or it that 

e refuſes be truly Evil, yet ifit be not reje&ted in the ſame 
manner, upon the ſame Motives, neither the one nor the 
other ariſes toa Religious action, or is accepted with God, 
as done 1n his Fear, but is a vain honour of him. 

Now to the diſcharge of Conſcience, in this its ſo high 
Office and Truſt it owes to it ſelf and the Soul, that it be 
richly and abundantly furniſhed with the knowledge of 
the Divine Will, and the Word of God dwelling in it ; that 
ſeeing it, is both the Scribe and Door, or, if I may fo 
{peak, the Bi/bop of the Soul within it ſelf, it be as the 
good Fouſeholder, that brings forth out of his Treaſury 
things new and 01d, that it attend to all Means of InſtruQti- 
on tor the Aingdom of Heaven , entertain all Wiſdom, 


lift 


, 


A 
lift up its woice for it ; ſeed zt as Silver, andl ſearch for it as 
for bid Treaſure. | 
And' that its influence may be powerful and effetive 
ypon the Soul, to all Holy and Heavenly Obedience, 
there muſt bea juſt preſeryation of its Authority, and good 
Conduct, that ſo it may promote the Soul into all good- 
neſs, having gained a high Reputation and Honour, by 
the ſucceſs it hath had already, and the comfort and good 
expectation it raiſes within the Soul, upon its happy Go- 
vernment : : For the «pright may, from this vigor of Conſci- 


ence, holds on his way, and grows ſtronger and ſtronger ; and 5. 17. 9- 
the way of the Fuſt becomes as the ſhining Light, that ſhines ©1994. 18- 


more and more to the perfett day. 
And therefore one- of the principal Scandals Scripturg. 
remarques upon, is this, Whea Conſcience,upon any Sal 
citation, upon any Inſinuation, or Uſurpation upon it, 
betrays this Truſt, and ſurrenders it felt to any other 
DiQate or Authority, but that which is Divine; and that 
ſhining within it ſelf, and ſoafſuring it by its Rationality, 
Goodneſs, Purity, Majeſty, that it is from God: To who 
any thing upon truſt trom Men, that it does not try, and 
examine, or to let go any thing it hath ſo tryed and ex- 
amined, and found good, upon any pretence whatever, is 
indeed to be Scandaliſed ; that pretence,that does ſoalſume 
over it, and prevail with it againſt it ſelf, Scandaliſes 
it 


For the charge of repreſenting to the Soul, the Authorj- 


* ty ofthe Divine Laws, is committed to the Conſcience ; 


the ſupream Moderation is in God, and the Divine Law ; 
yet it 15 tranſmitted into the Soul, it enters thither through 
the Dictates of Conſcience ; whatever then ſo unpoſes on 
Conſcience, as that it recedes from its Governmeat, -Scan» 
daliſesit ; for the Government of God is loſt alſo there- 


by. 
And 


(5) 


And though Conſcience cannot juſtifie a man in any 
error, nor ought to poſſeſs a Man with unneceſlary ſcru- 
ples ; yet ſtill the main Government of Conſcience deri- 
ving it ſelf from God, and the true underſtanding of his 
Will, is by no means tobe ſhaken. 

For Man, as a Rational Creature, as a Creature of Re. 
ligion, cannot obey God, but by the Mediation of Con- 
—_—_ He muſt know, and judge within himſelf, what 
is the Divine Law, and obey it. If hedoes in Conformi- 
ty to that Will, and does not know it, it 1s not true Obedi- 
ence,- becauſe it is not Religious; it is not reaſonable, or 
rationally Religious Obedience. 

= The Obedience of God is ſeated in the Judgment, in the 
Conſcience; if theſe Reins are ſlack and looſe, if this Gol- 
den Bridle be negle&ed, Men know not whitherthey may 
run, upon what they may'be driven, and never diſcover 
the danger. A man cannot diſtinguiſh what is from God, 
from what is not; if this guſt of the Soul be not quick, 
vigorouſly exerciſed, and left free. . 

Conſcience may be iinſtrufted, adviſed, perſwaded, 
yea, even menaced and tetrified by the Applications of the 
Word of God to it ; nay, it may be over-ruled by Lawful 
Authority, wherein it turns Apoſtate, or Renegade to Na- 
tural Religion; yetit can never be Lawfully depos'd, or 
put out of Authority : The Myſtery of Faith, the Rule of 
Obedience, the Conſolation and Vigor of the Soul, are all 
preſerved in a pure Conſcience, and Shipwracked together with 
It. 

Now becauſe Conſcience is placed by God in this great 
Truſt and Dignity ; it becomes, and it muſt needs become 
ſo great a matter of Scandal, as the 4poſile diſcourſes: when 
Conſcience not duly regarding its own light, and inward 
Senſe ſurrenders it ſelf to aforreign Rule; ſteers it ſelf by 
a compals out of it ſelf; ſays, another ſhall be wiſe and ſee, 
and Dictatefor it ; and fo gives up it ſelf in an implicite 
Faith, and blind Obedience. Here 


(32 ) 

Here is Scandal in its Deluſive, Deceptive Power ; a 
Man thinks it modeſt, cautious, a point of Honour and 
Subjection to thoſe that are above him, to be carried by 
an Authority out of himſelf : Conſcience — deſerts 
its own Principles, and its own. place in directing accor- 
ding to them :- Upon this it falls into all the miſerable con- 
ſequences, the miſchief of Scanuda/, Conſcience is woxnded, 
grieved, weakned, and lies proſtrate ; and without Repen- 
tance, the work of God in the Natural, or new Creation, 
is _—— and eyen the Man for whom Chriſf dyed 
periſhes. 

God hath concredited the Xeys of XAuowledge and Furiſ- 
diftion within the Soul to Conſacnce alone; and I cannot 
find that it can be at all excuſed in reſigning them into any 
Hand, but his that gave them; no not to an Angel from 
FTeaven, 

The Miniſters of Religion,and Magiltrates in their place, 
have theſe Xeys, as they are Adminiftred without a Man, 
to offer and preſs upon him all conſiderations of his Duty. 

But every Man muſt ſee with his own Eyes, and not 
anothers for him, he muſt be enlightned by Beams -and 
Rayes that ſhine within his own Soul: He hath a private 
double Lock upon himſelf, and none may opex and /hut 
but Conſcience, in and with God : whoever elſe does, be- 
comes a Father, and a Maſter upon Earth to him, in the 
place of God and Chriſt, 


Upon this account the Apoſtle lays down theſe three X&migzusy 


great Poſitions. 

1. That whatever is not of Faith, of a free and full per- 
ſwaſion of Conſcience, is Six. For though the Natures 
of things cannot be changed in themſelves ; yet as we are 
converſant in them, it is an undoubted Rule, Bonum oritur 
ex integris cauſis. Every thing conſpires to, and concerts 
Good; but Evil being a declenſion and fall from Good, e- 


very degree of fall or aberration from Good, is Evil ; _ 
t 


(28) | 
this Plenipotence of Conſcience, committed to it” by God, 

is a prime neceſſary in every good thing, and the want of 
it greatly evil; though it hath not an Omanipotenee of 
.changing Nature it ſelf. ma 

- 2, From hence it follaws, he that does, and doubts in 

what he does, is condemned in his doing (whatever the 

thing be in 4t ſelf) becauſe to him it is ſo far Evil, that 

he does it againſt that Domeſtick Authoriry of Con- 

ſcience. 

3- He is a happy Man, that (eſpecially having fallen into 
doubt) in doubttul things is come to ſo good a Reſolution, 
as not to condemn himſelf 1n that wherein he allows himſelf. He 
that hath a por aſſurance riſing, neither from Ignorance 
nor Careleſneſs, is a happy Man; by way of Eminency. It 
is a rare and extraordinary happineſs, and he rhat hark not 
but is perplexed with Doubt, ought not to be as a Lamp 
deſpiſed ; he deſerves great tenderneſs and compaſſion : As 
I ſhall more fully have occaſion to obſerve under the Se- 
cond Head ; viz. Scandalabout Tudifferent things ; to which I 
now proceed. 

AndIam here to undertake a particular and diſtin 
conſiderationof Scandal; as it hath a moſt peculiar intereſt 
in thoſe ſo famous Debates ofthe Apoſtle,concerning i»diffe- 

rent things, Rom,14.1 Cor.8. &10. when they can any way 
be ſuppos'd to relate to God in the Notions of Religion, or 
have a prefence, how circumſtantial ſoever, in Divine 
Worſhip. 

But betore I enter upon this undertaking, I muſt remove 
two Prejudices. | 

x. It muſt be acknowledged, Scandal in theſe caſes hath 
been indeed made Trivial, by fome Mens injudicious Zeal, 
and ignotant dealing with the 4po/tles Senſe herein ; who 
having a crude Conception of Scandal, from what he 
hath ſpoken of it, as a moſt formidable Evil, both in him 
that gives it, or takes it, have rherefore called every 

thing 
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hn nt 09 fete etiobgly, That! ifa are 
ready to believe, there ; is no ſuck "us Dealelal if Tye 
Wifferenit Thevgs ; 'exteyt what! wnknowihg Heel 'iri afetment 
eraites;-of@t dt have not takert into ther Ulwaghts/this 
kind of true Scripture Scandal, or entertained a Juſt folit 
or runniag ifito- it,” 6r eriſoaring others {hi6,” 
But'it_will be evident tony one that! = that 
the Apoſtle ptoceeds i much deeper\and' rfiote grave 
Conſiderations! ON RB HON) 
2, Ort the other ſide; che Fro: Seaddal of fEtwdaly) 
hath been blown” off By Tine, upon this-miſtake; Thi 
Men can bein no dariger-to' bb KRG \who ke fat 


enough from being drawn by Example  into- ts thing 
they diſlike,” arid are- ewe By worn rp Irvg- 
cy \ IF ſach; they think, -is a Lee Bar vevedain 4pftinſt 


Seantal;"and againſt any Tm, puilty;' as.an _—_ 
of Scandil-to them, how hardly foever they 
them ; while- they profeſs ſo loudly their: Diſſent, the ” 
muſt not ſo-much as nanie Scandat, Wimoug the imputa- 
tionof groſs Ignorance!' | ' | 07,1 Batt 9H 1s 17095 
' Bat it is tO be juſtly” apprehended, # man'may he” Fe, 
by whom Standul comes, thought it' find ho place in -him a- 
gainſt-whom it comes; as hath been already obſerved *: 
And further, Though the Apoſtle hath in thele rws " 
ſtances fixed diet] PIES 'i'of Srartaly within 
which men afc Jew following Bxamp ts apainſtFXheir 
inward Sentiments ; yer. by pariry bfReafon,) Sedndal is 
to be ſuſpeted to have much larger compaſs, evenin os 
of Tnd: rffereney , and, lying farther off ron Eris doubtful 
complying 1 in what'edy have —_—_ vr Command = 
than 


than that ſuch complyance ſhould be the only meaſure of 
wor = mn OT UPEN EG ngly, with. Gove minds; 

And even in! thoſe, that do. comply. with ireer minds, 
there are more ſecret Paths [and Tracks wherein: Scardats 
are laid, than they generally and. openly. fmakoromplaing 
of, and that- not only in, regard of inward. Doubts, but 
upon other accounts alſo. = | 

I ſhall therefore lay down theſe-two Preparatories, to 
make theſe Diſcourſes of the Apoſi/e more concerning to 
 T. That we have great Reaſon tobe aſſured, they have 
their Foundation ia the. Denunciations of Woe by our Sa- 
view upon the World becauſe of Scawdal:; upon him by 
whom Scandal comes, by way of tranſcendency;,and. his 
Admonition-to all, that Scavdals,muſt needs come > For the 
fame Divine Spirit of Trath deſce from the Maſter up- 
on the Miniſter, and fram'd like. ApprehenGons in- him, 
when he ſpake afterward of the ſame point. Nay we have 
Reaſon to believe the latter Diſcourſe looks back ppon the 
former, - becauſe it was undoubtedly well known to Chri- 
ſtians then, and much more to-the Apoſtle ; who, beſides 
that he had immedrate Revelations, moſt probably from 
the Lord, even of thoſe np; Oat, were written by the 
Evangelifts, gives proof he had a very peculiar care to 
know all He had ſpoken, and a ſingular reſpet to it ; for 
he-expreſly quotes our Saviour in thoſe immediate Reve- 
lations, as in the Caſe of the Lords Supper, x Cor. 11. 23, 
in what was written in the Evangeliſts, as in the Caſe of 
Divorce, x Cor. 7. 10. 

And laſtly, in wheat he had attained, as well teſtified, 
though not. recorded, -as in that As 20: 35. Remembring 
the words of the Lord Jeſus, It is more bleſſed to give than 
to rererve. 

It is not-therefore reaſonable to ſuppoſe, in ſuch Dil: 
courſes of Scandal as theſe, be negleRed fo ſolemn a one 
as 
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4s oxr Lords upon it. The Litele ones in. the 
and the eat Brethren in the Apoſtle; the Wo in wnget one, 
and the wy in the other IF, gies DS weak 
Chriſtians, fumbling, faZing, Ng 
Cent el nie he ate; ROY cho ene A. 
rations of —_—_ ; of —y 2 is _ neither to cat 
Fleſh, nor drink Wine, wor any AY. lr ak Re. 14. If, 
flumbleth,. gr. is. £9, or is = wea oech: 7 
Brother to offend; 7 will eat no Fle the Fore Bandeth, » 1 Ger. 8, 13; 
ket I make my Brother to |, or na ſe my Brother : 
Theſe fo ſolemn Renunciations of are not far off 
from our Saviours Wo upon him by whom Scandal cometh : and 
that great riſm,. Erangy i be phat open? not hin Rem. 14; 32; 
felf im that thing which he aloweth, is gr upon, that; 
Scandals muſt needs come, they. ns they face ey ace at en the 
leaſt Advantage ; and pro= 
clude them. 

2. That ſeeing the Inſtances of Scanda! the Apetle de. 


bates upon, viz. the Fewiſh diſtinftion of Mea, ane 6 fiog 


s offered to Idols, were of a harrow and particular 
EN af. daily decreafing Occlrrencs ; the Apoſtles 


prey 


fo laborious and induſtrious 
pad ery rage wp hr yes down 
argues, he, or rather the Xoly Spirit 
remonſries tothe le Pollerie of iſtians, tl 
Play, Scope, and Force of. Scauda/ in.thele 
an in all Cafes wherein they may fall out to be Scandals 
(though not after the Similitude of theſe) AY 8 
ſeandalifing, or being ſeandaliſed, 

; thus. far premis'd, I. now cloſe up to | 

lick Debates themſelves; Fanih Tal make 
<Plarform, with all poſſible brevity and 


conigithal the whole Dodtrine * the on t 
two Cafes, and then balance with it the whole Nature of 
F. 8:--4;1 Indifferents, 


Er; 
, come gt Tack an Account of-Reli gis 
ore 
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2." The why Bow" Seondat inyades. Indiferent Fhings 
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cat Cohfhdcratjonk againſt prelling Indillerent 
© Rubs when they are: Lal Sue 2018 char; fo much as 
'by «dry 


"5. The Anfiver of jp {ey ral .O 
+ ord | hire ts nt es 
Þ SP ele Tu kaffe ferents. . 
.” Vin ey the firſt; *the ſtating the Nature of Iediffe- 
ropes with relation to God , ir, theſe four Characters of 


hs ate" things"in th gmikley Lal, Innocent 


and iq rh&ir Uſe, as 65s. 10, WAY 1 
God. *S> the Apoſtle iSnounchs. eb! great eanS.10 
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for-no Jedi br Demon: There is one Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Mes 
diator, by whom, 10 8 reconeiled and-attoned State, after 
the great-Gorruption and Curſe by Sin,. are all things, and we 
by.: bim';: an) 00 Demox-Medigtor or Interceſſor. This 
Right; Title,Claim,and Propriety- of.God,. and; Chri/t, no 
Demon can expulle;” God and Chriſt /o fk al things, that 
an do} can. be but'a Nething, 4 4 | 
12s Theſe {ndiferevts, or. the Uſe of them, cannot. com- 
wend, as:to-Got, 38.08 themielves ; wh are' wot the better if 
we on or the worſe if ,we eat wot z- Meat: commendeth. us not to 
God. Te 

3. There may yet be ſo Religious and Advantageous Uſe 
of them, as that they may, by the obſervation of all due 
Circumſtances, . and the eleyation of them to-the beſt and 
worthieſt Ends, be Occafions (I fay, Occafons onely) of Res 
Lows Service, and Glory' tb God,.and that; on either fide; 
which ſhews their Indifferency ; for one ſide may be. made 
an occaſion of Religious Action, as well as the other ; and 
ſo neither {ide obliges us more than other: Ze that eateth; 
eateth to the, Lord, ind grveth God thanks;| HJe that eateth 
wot to the Lord, he eateth not, and. giveth God thanks. He 
that eateth Meat. offered to Idols, in Gods Right, and not in 
the Right of the Demon, is a Partaker: by Gracey, or- Divine 
Bounty, ithr phat. 71 iFQtg $he:; Meat, is, Gads,, and:his 
Proyifion; 2nd the-/49lzto himthatungerſtands, hathno- 
thing, to: do with-it-; and therefore. he Eincth Gee thanks, 
and not the /dot. - It is.inrelation: to theſe things, the Apos 
ſtle 6ommands,. Wherber. you 48h ,07-dninhy | 07 ribatever, 308 . 
voy (that iis, r01:w67; Fits Of vet drink). fe ah, t1o:the:Gernuef = 
Godiir or gnilnovs will 183 no nothbh awnigtle}] © anole 
-/| 4 Bhey may be. uſed amiſs-both ways. ci Ini ſome: Giri 
cumſtances, It is good wat to eat Fleſh, '"r drink Wine, EVER 
while the World ſtandeth. They may in ome Circumſtan: 
689: be; inexpedients : and; not edifie-;. phat is) by dunigutive: 
wey. of ſpeaking, runzcounter to- the Ends of Bafoetion, 
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— 
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and Scandaliſe others. They that have knowledge. con. 
cerning their 'true nature, and the beſt aſe of them, may 
yet ſo ule them , as to fin againſt the Brethren, and wound 
their righteous Conſcience, and ſo fin againſt Chriſt, - But 
they that Eat without knowledge, Eat fo as to Eat with Scan- 
dal to doubt, and be damned in their _ | 
On the the other ſide, they which uſe them not, that 
Eat not, thatwill mot Eat, may ſo not Eat,-as to turn 
them into another ſort of Scauda/, while they grow 'ſus 
perſtitiouſly affraid to touch, taſte, or hadk 3 and theres 
tore he that uſeth »defferent things aright, only makes ufe 
of that ſide of them he chooſes, as an occaſion or ating 
to the Glory of God, as he defires to do in all he does, with- 
out placing any weight 'on either ſide of the things th 
VES, d 4 
The Chriſtian fully perſwaded in his own mind to cat eat- 
eth, and giveth God thanks; but knows meat commends 
him not to God, makes it no matter of Religion to eat, and 
ſo in caſe of Scandal forbears it. - The Chriſtian that eat 
eth not, maketh uſe of the- liberty he hath, as in av indif- 
ferent thing, not to eat either meats wncleaw according'to 
Meſes, or things offered to Idols ; without laying any ſtreſs 
of Religion upon his abſtinence in either, but only the 
aſfurance he is not the worſe in-not eating, and thereb 
—_— the inconvenience of either doubting in himſeſf, 
or ſcendalifrng any other: In the fame manner he mia- 
keth uſe of his liberty in 4iftimgui/hing a Day, upon ar 
. good occaſion, that was diſtinguiſhed under the Law, wit 
out' obſerving of Days as-a point” of Religion, -but only 
Fey Religious Attion on that Day, according to the h- 


he hath-in'an indifferent thivg: And fo avoids the 

in himſelf of not obſerving what is Commanded, 

_ andthe ſcandal to any other. 

© But now he that »o# eating ſlips unawares into 2 ſurmiſe 

of Evil in the things t ves, and that he does a great 
act 
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att of Religion in wot cating,” 20d fo dares not /owch, tafte, 
bandle;_ or he that would gain, as he thinks, upon God 
by obſerving Days, he falls into the-Scaudal of making 
his Weaknels a par of his Religion$ even" as: he thar for 
the vaunt. of his liberty cats-licentioully, 'and careleſly of 
others; or thinks. in eating. he does" God ſervice: or 'in 
eating \lides into his old awes or pangs of Devotion to the 
1dol, and eats in his Right, to his'Honour, and fo is de- 
filed : or laſtly, eats when he is in.doubt of the lawfulneſs, 
upon the n_ it of Example, -which is the proper Scandal 
the Apoſtle aims at. 4k fart 

Now from all theſe Charadters it is moſt evident, 

I. {different Things are far below the Scale of Divine 
Iaſtitytions, though theſe Inſtitutions -are | but Poſitive, 
and not, of Eternal Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs. - 

. © All the Appoigtments of 'God and Chriſt are lifted up 

into that ſtate the Divine Appointment deſigns them to; 
and ſhall, if uſed according to thoſe be 
made efficacious to thoſe for which they are appoint- 
ed, according to theeffeftual working of that Power and 
Grace from which they received their Original : So that 
they do make us better, they do commend us to God, if we 
obſerve the Will and Law of God concerning them; and 
we are the worſe in the ſinful negle& of them, according 
to the degree of neglett. | 

' 2+ They are not of the Scale of thoſe things, wherein 
that Order, of which God, by the very laws of Rational 
Nature is the Author, z andnot of Confuſion; fo 
that though this Order runs, or ought to'run along, and con- 
dutall Humane AQions, and ſo.15 not in it ſelf a-poinr of 
Religion g yet when it is applyed to Religious Services and 
Adtions, doth indeed commend our enrom Adgtions 
and Services to God, and the contrary is an Evil. 


3. Of 


.*3. Of che ſame account is that Ex/chemonie, or Decency 
of Religious Acuons,. required by God before himſelf, and 
before the Holy Angels, of which"the Apoſtle:difcourles ; 
Every wan prajing with his Head encoverd, diſhonoureth ts 
Head ; every Woman praying*fo, onght to have cover? 
on her: Head, becauſe of 'the Appdls, fuch's diſtingtion 
Sexes being founded in Nature; and in what is beyond 
Nature, thegrave Cuſtoms of. Ages and 'Places, carry 8 
great weight of Determination, #6 # © 7D bent 
- 4. The moſt indifferent Cireanmtances, that yer moſt ne- 
cellily attend all ſerious, and important humane ARions, 
(and therefore Religious AQzons)- when once determined 
by the Prudence, and mature conſideration of thoſe that 
have greateſt right todetermine- therein, as Times, Places, 
and general Qrder of Publick Worſhip become ((bvoweve 
indifferent in themſelves) yerabove indifferent in their Ob- 
ſervationsy becauſe the unduechange of them is not ' only 
Levity, but ——_— to Frenzy.  - | 
-  And-now Thave fo far ſettled the Nature'df 7ndifferents, 
thatLthink no variety of Circumſtances can inake' an alte- 
rationin: any, more- than in thole Eternal Law$of' the Na- 
tures of things. I come therefore to the Second thing in 
the Platform I have given of the Apoſtles Diſcourſe, 
Vie; P vi'3 N1.9\ | "1 
_ 2. Toinquire how Scandal invades theſe fo irinocent” /n+ 
differenciesz when they - come into- a' Relatiati-to_Relj- 
gion, * RY - ES 
And the very groud of advantage or” its entry, is 


through this very Relation to Religion, For therein ts'the . 


ver{Center of Scaxalat, as a Corruption of the beft thing ? 
there isits. great Power andSting, to diſorder the ſtite of 
things berwixt God and Man; and the'more any thing 
comes into that confideration,the more efficacious is Scam: 
dal upon it, if not warily prevented, 


And 


© > ps papel 

And it is therefore the moſt Chriſtian Policie, to leave 
all things without the Line of Relzgion, or Religions Wor- 
ſhip, that can be ſpared, and are not of neceſſary uſe to it, 
to: cut off all broad Phylafteries, on that very account, 
that Scandal is ſo attempting, and invading, and nothing 
fafe from its Aſaults ; even as indefenſible Buildings in a 
Garriſon are pulled down and lighted, leſt the Enemy 
make advantage of them to cover himſelf Incumbring 
Religion with /»differents, more than needs muſt, are but 
ſo many Shelters for Scandal. 
Scandal then, in Indifferent things pertaining to Religi- 
on, is an Occaſion taken upon them, as they ſtand in that 
Relation, to at, under ſome pretence, contrary to any of 
the great Principles or Laws of Religion. 
 Tudifferent Things are brought into a Relation to Reli- 

on, | | 
- r. By fome Arne of God , who alone hath 
Right todo it, exalting Indifferent Things into a Goodneſs 
above their Nature, or for wiſe Purpoſes deprefling them 
below their Nature ; which Appointment ceaſing and ex- 
piring, they return each of them into their own natural 
Indifferency, and are alike good and clean ; and upon the juſt 
Level of their firſt Creation, of themſelves are nothing to 
Religion, _ as it is perfected in Chriſtianity. * 
This was the Caſe the Apoſi/e treats upon to the Romans - 
There was a Law of God by Moſes, vo age” Days and 
Meats ; this Law was out-dated by Chritt ; all things here- 
upon returned into their original State of equal Goodneſs 
and Cleanneſs, and were wholly alike, as to any Religious 
Account of them, to all that underſtood the aboliſhing of 
- that Law, which at that time was but beginni 

2. {ndifferents are brought into. a Relation to Religion, 
by Mans Idolatrous or- Superſtitious Tranſmutation of 
them out of their Natures, either aboye or below them- 
ſelves ; which being greatly ae acer” to God, ax jojurr 

- _ 
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6s to His fole Rifht, 'and very deftruQtive to Mans Soul, 
debaixchesthefe Tndifferents ne greatTmpurity, to'all that 
with Defign and Reſolution wil underſtand and uſe them 
fo changed: To them that are webelieving and deffiled is 
nothing pure, but 'even their Mind and Conſcience is defiledd. 
But being underſtood aright, and according to their Nyture, 
they return to their own Innocency and 'Purity, that is, 
the Purity 'of their Creation , and Diſpoſition 'by God, 
(for to the pure all things are pure) and'to'\an Indi cy 
every way, in relation to Religion. | 

þ is was the Caſe the Apoſtle reaſons upon to'the Co- 
ritths. 

The Meats offered*to Tiols, the 'Idols Temple, were molt 
impure to the /do/aters, and Superſtitions : Im. 
er the 7dol coold tot 'expulſe Gods Right, 'nor-change 
the Nature of his Creation. | | 
\ This was 'indſt* amply dettared in ithe Goſpel-ſtate of 


S. "IM wn, | 

_ They that witiderftood this, "had a'moſt Lawfoland Free 
Uſe of thoſe'very Places, ahd Mears, that were ſo pottured 
by the Gentiles: So that wherher chey ear, or wor oat, it 
wisall alike, in the things thethſelves, upon any Religious 


. account. 


3- Tndifferent Things tay be made Appurteninces toReli- 
gion, Wirfiout being exttavaſared'from their own Narare 
of Tudiffertncy, by being put by the Authority of Eccleſia- 
ſtick, or Civil 'Rulers, into a conſtant Concomitancy or 
Attendance upon ſuch or ſuch Religious Services, ſolely 
upon the account of that Humane Signifitancy, Decency, 
and Order the Nature. of Maris apt to dlothe all its Ai- 
ons with. TJuſt'as in all Tnſtalments of Magiſtrates, in 
Courts of Judicature, in Proceedings of Juſtice, inall the 
Grandeur of Humane Ations, there are fome Rites, For- 
malities, or Ceremonies, Men find out, that give Order, 
Life, and Grace to the Carriage of them : Even ſo'in Re- 
ligious 


by i" -* » 


ligious Services it is ſuppos'dthey have the fame Libert 

God is jg © me expert to them ; they _ 
appoint ſome things of a meer Aumane Significancy, for 
Edification, which remaia ſtill perſe& Zedifferents, and on- 
ly wait upon Religion, and.preſerve Diſcipline ; and yer 

may be umpos'd, and pinn'd fo faſt to Religion, that 
All muſt be obſerv'd together ; no Publick Ordinance may 
be enjoy'd, with Allowance and Approbation , without 


200 on there is a, _ A granted ; fs to 
, to adjoyn any thing tohis Wo eſpecially fo as 
to be made the Pain SE nerd, is no than the wiſeſ 
— I _— reſolve in the —_— to —_— 
re are ſo many Appearances Seripture , from 
found Reaſon, againft any. more than ade by 
God himſelf, or:1s of Neceflity, Order, or Decen- 
cy, ſos toofizr it ſelf to every ſober Man. 
| But allow to theſe Inſtitutions of Mea all cu 
of Indifferents, 'of theſe ſeat d Indifferents , declard fo by 
the Apoſtle, fo that you allow no more; (for more can- 
not be allow'd, except you change them into Dottrixe, 
which makes them worſe: ) Allow, that they are zhe 
weak, who do' not underſtand their full Freedom herein ; 
then it follaws, He that uſes them not, muſt not indeed 
think himfglf the better for not uſing them ; but ſtill he 
has liberty, as in a thing i»diferent in it ſelf, not to uſe 
them ; and he ought by no means to uſe them with doudr, 
and ſo long as they appear unlawful to him ; for rhen 
comes upon him that Thunderbolt of the Apoſt/e, If he 
doubts, and yet does what he doubts of, he is condemmed ; 
becauſe whatever is not of Faith, is Sin. He that is fully 
perſwaded in his own mind to uſe them, may uſe them ; 
and they ought to appear of that Value to him, that he can 
give God thanks for thera with underſtanding ; for that is one 
Character of the Apoſtles Tudifferents , and a ſevere Teſt 
upon them It 1s. G 2 Bur 


Bnt yet he muſt not think himſelf 2he berter for them, 

or that ſuch things can commend” him to God. 

He muſt not uſe them to the ſcandalifing the weaker than 
himſelf; even while the World ftandeth; that is, while the 
Reaſon of Doubt can-in the Nature of that Reaſon remain. 

And he muſt allow, that his I:diferents are as ſubjett to 
Scandal, as the »differents the Apoſtle diſcourſes upon are ; 
and if the very reafonably-to-be-ſuppos'd Scandal in theſe 
(of themſelves) ſo harmleſs ndfferents, be well conſider'd, 
I doubt there will be found a great and wide Sea. for this 
Leviathan to roll it felf in, Now that I may make this 
Conſideration more orderly, I ſhall diſtribute it accordin 
to the ſeveral Ranges of Perſons concern'd,and endanger! 
by Scandal in theſe Indifferents. And T begin with 

x. Thoſe that comply with that fide of them which the 
Strongeſt chuſe, that 1s, the Uſe of them.; becauſe this: is 
immediately under the 4poſt/es Eye : T fay, that comply, 
but are not fully perſwaded in their own mind: [Now the 
Apoſtle imputes ew Compliance to the Power of Exame 
pl, which is the freeſt ſort of CO : For, tho 

e had taken notice of Deſp;/ings in the former part of the 
Diſcourſe, yet he waves that ; Impoſitions by Chureh- 
Cenſures, or Penalties, were quite out of his Thoughts; 
he arreſts them upon Example, the moſt ingenuous ſort 
of Compulſion, and ſubmitting to it the moſt ſpontaneous 
Conformity : Yet both to the. Romans, and the Corinths, 
here he places the danger of ſcandalifing and Scandal. 

If thy Brother (faith he) be grieved with thy Meat, that 
is, vo? grieved that thou eateſt, butdrawn to eat, as thou 
doſt, yet not perſwaded, as thou art, and fo receiving a 
real Wound and Grief in his Conſcience, by. following thy 
Example, thou walkeſt not charitably. More expreſly to 
this purpoſe the 4poſtle ſpeaks to the Corinthians, If any 
Man ſee thee, which haſt knowledge, ſit at Meat in an Zdols 

Tempe, ſhall not the Conſcience of bim that is weak be edifed 


@ 


4 


5) }) _ , 
fs eat thoſe things which are offered to Taols > Thus evident 
itis, Example is that which the Apoſtles gurzs in the very 
words points to, Now in that he lays this fort of Scanda- 
Hifing fo low as in Example, heplants his Argument with 
greater force againſt any other Way, that is more forcible 
than Example. ' Here then'is the Scandal, as given, The 
Scandal taken, is the ruſhing againſt that Principle of Reli- 
gion, That the fu ſenſe of a Mans own Mind, and what is 
to him of Faith, is in /rdifferent Things the Square of his 
Attions; and the contrary is Sin, . and Scandil, This is 
moſt evident in the 4poſtle to the Romans; his whole Di- 
ſcourſe runs .into this, as the Scaxda/ he intends to ſpeak 
of,' To the Corinths it may be more Diſpute where the 
Scandal lay, becauſe the Sin ſeems tobea Relapſe into 7do- 
latrons eating, in an Idols Temple, the Meats offered to Idols : 
And that Expreſfion, of eating with-Conſitnce. of the | Idol, 
things offered to Idols, as offered to Idols, is at;the firſt view 
almoſt enforcive of that Senſe; but. by cloſer attention, it 
appears much otherwiſe: For; Þ dbſerve, the 4poſ/e upon 
the 'occafion diſcourſes firſt the Cale itſelf, inthe eighth 
Chapter: In Chap.'g. in a Figure.transferred to himſelf he 
treats the neceffary Retreat trom our own Liberty in ſome 
Caſes, \as a motive-to all Chriſtians to do'the ſame. In the 
tenth Chapter he diſcourſes the great:danger of 7dolarry it 
ſelf, which might be drawn as a Snare upon both the weak, 
and the ftrong, by often Converſe with /do/aters, and their 
Rites ;-and the intolerable Guilt and. Danger of that, made 
forcible by ſeveral Argaments z: and'then towards the end 
of that Chapter, reſumes the [plain Caſe of the weak, who 
not - underſtanding Gods ſuperiour ſurmounting Right, 
over the dels, conſider'd only the great evil of eating zz 
honour to the Idol, and believed the Meat andthe 7: _ 
trrecoverably defiled by it > They had not the knowledge, 
that an Zdol was nothing, and: therefore could not atiect 
'things themſelves, to all that keep, themſelves pare, and 
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' F»ow that Gods Right overcomes, and his filling all things 
excludes all others, and their Right becomes a Nothing, 
But ſome not having this knowledge , eat in a Temple Meats 
that had rhe /dols Superſcription and Image upon them (as 
they thought) not in any Aonour to the dol, but tyded 
along by Example to communicate in what they yet 
lens defiled and polluted, though indeed it was not 
ſo, but to thoſe that efeemed it fo. This Point the Apo» 
file plainly enters upon, Chap. 10. v. 23. going off from 
that of 7de/atry, in theſe Words, All things are lawful, Ge, 
And ver. 28, he thus opens what he intends ; If any. Man, 
as in a fright at fo hainous a thing, as cating the defiled 
Meat, that had been conſecrate to an doi, ſay unto you, 
This is offered in 'Sacrifice to Idols, eat not for his ſake that 
ſhewed it, and for his Conſcience-ſake, vot thy own, that was 
ſcar'd at it;-45 if -unctean in jr ſelf, and yet _ be drawn 
to cat ir, as'ſach, by thy Example, not /do/atrouſy, but 
witha dvibting Conſcience. And the very ſame Reaſon,wby 
out 'of this Caſs of anothers Scandal, a Man-might eat, 


even betauſt ths Barth ;} the Lords, and the of it, 
his Right cannot be rettenciy'd, nothing can be made-un» 


clean in it ſelf that is Gods; the very ſame is given for 
wot eating, in caſe of Scandal, The Earth is the Lords, and 
the Tulnch of it; that is, We are not tied up to one Thing, 
to aſſert Gods Right in'that only, that we muſt needs run 
our Brother into Scandal for it : The Earth, that has rqom 
enough ; and the Fulneſs -of it, a full Table ( beſides that 
ſuppos'd to be the Idoks) is the Lords, and- his Bounty to 
be enjoyed in all, acknowledged, praiſed inall; fo; that 
we may pleaſe All; that is,” vonſult their-trueſt Good, and 
give no Scandal; tor that 'the Apoſtle means by pleaſing, 
and oppoſes it to grieving and wounding. Thus large I 
have been in bringing the Caſe. to the Romans, and to 
theſe Corinthians to much the fame level and piteh,(except 
the Meats be ſuſpeCted fouler by Dedication to an Ido),than 


by 
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by the meer Moſaickt Interdi& ) that the main Point of 
Scandal might be ſetled. For, though I ſhall allow juſt 
Conſideration*to all other Points of Scavdal, 2nd to the 
other Interpretation, viz. That the Apoſtle diſcourſes 
againft thoſe /do/atrous Contaminations, thoſe Pangs of De- 
votion, and Reverence of the Idol, the tender new-conver- 
ted Chriftiag might rehpſe into, by eating in the Idols 
Temple, at the Idols Feaſt ; 'yet the-main Point is, eati 
wath vffence, with a Conſcience not ſatisfied, -the Meats that 
were: pure in themſelves, but to-them appeared impure ;- as 
is evident by the much different ſharpneſs of Style the 
Apoſtle uſes in the danger of 1dolatry, and the Caſe of the 
.Doabting Conſcience. | 

-The ' immediate Principle offended againſt, is then, The 
CO_ —_— zphr:to-have _ Man, 
pointed it , gory nothing'Humane ought 
to prevail, ee can do, but ee rengens 


Scantlal. "#4 ua 
Beſides'this, there is ſome other-Rule, or Princjple of 
Frath,guidi nſcience, '\und preflingwpon'# incaſe of 


Scandal; for Conſcience 'is not-to guide-a Man, but as'it 
zepreſents to him ſome Truth, -to guide it ſelf ard him 
by : elſe, as when the Blind lead the Blind, both will faZ 
into the Ditch, And when this Principle, that prefles hard 
upon Confcienee, and to which Conſcience defers it ſelf, 
45 over-born, then a Man is ſcandaliſed. 

The Principle, Conſcience, in the Caſe of the Romavr, 
had lying hard upon it, was this : 

"Whatever God hath forbidden once, as unclean, 1s un- 
clean, and is ſo long unclean, till-we know that Prohibi- 
tion is removed. The weak Chriſtian did not believe the 
forbidding ſome Meats as wrelean, was removed; yet by 
the countenance of Example in the ſtronger Chriſtians, 
they were ſo hardy as to eat, while Conſcience was unſati/- 


fied, and ſo were ſcandaliſed. 


Conſcience 


Conſcience in the Corinths had tliis\ Principle looking it 
full in the Face; To eat in an Idols (Right, inc Honour to 
dels, is an abomination to'God. ; The- weak /Chriſtian 
abhorring 7dols, 'or to eat in Honour of them, did not: as 
yet underſtand there could. be a Separation betwixt the 
Pollution of the'/do/, and the Meat, or the Temp/c where 
he was worſhipped : yet emboldned by ſeeing the fronger 


fit at Meat inan Idols Templey they eat, and-were inward- 
- ly affrighted at the unclean Meat they cat 3 they cat with 


* Conſcience of the Idol, the Meat as offered to the Idol, rough 
the force of Example ; that is, abhorring indeed the. Zdol, 


and his Meat ; but withal, fearing it, as an Evil, and look- 


- ing upon the Meat as impure, becauſe ſacrificed to av 1dol. 


- In-both theſe Caſes the 4p2/7/c levels. againſt the ule of 
Liberty in the ſtronger, pat impoſing by way of Exam- 
ple, to the ſcandal of the weaker ; fo tender a thing it is to 
offer but the Loweſt Rule of Compulliion in theſe Caſes. 
The Impoſer then, though but by Example, is he that 


ſandelifr, The Complier againſt the Senſe! of his own 


J,-.1n d not by Tryth and Reaſon ſatisfying him, 


.but by Example leading him, is the Scandaliſed. 


Things being thus ſtated, let us obſerve the Scandal it 
ſelf, how it works in this Caſe. - . 

x. There is, an A& of high Diſobedience committed 
againſt God, and his Authority, repreſented by Conſcience; 
both in that Conſcience, deputed by God, is depoſed; and 
Example fetup in its place ; as alſo that a Divine Law up- 


on Conſcience it ſelf, ſuppoſed to continue in force, is vio- 
lated ; . for though: it ſhould be indeed antiquated, yet if 
_ Conſcience knows not it is ſo, it cannot a&t of Fuith and ful 


perſwafion, and ſo ſins. 


2. Conſcience is hereupon grieved, wounded, and loſes 
its due Comforr. 


3- This begets a Flatneſs and Formality in all Religious: 


Services. 
4. A 
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14: ALukewatmielsto Religion in general; thus a Ma 
is deakee by his Sramble and Fall, he lies proſtrate in al 
Religious: Powers, 

-- 5 Conſcience loſes its due vigour and exerciſe of Autho- 
rity." $144 ASAT | _6: 

6. e.1S r. of Apoſtacy from Chriftianity it (elf, 


. . or the true Senſe of Religion. 


1177/Hereupon the Soul is in danger to be loſt, and the 
work of God t0.be frogs and he for whom Chrift died, to 
periſh, if not recovered by Repentance, Thus it was with 
the Romans and the Corinths. 

;Now to 'bring this to the Balanee with Impoſitions in 
Ceremonies, or Indifferents, in after-Times, Firſt, $0 poſe 
the Sentiments of the Mind and Confeieneeofmany F978 
ons deeply ingagtd, and Joel'® in eis'Principlg, That in 
the Worſhip of God, no Man _ add, ot diminiſh, fo much 
as to a Point; beyond Divine Inſtitution, and the moſt na- 
tural Circumſtances, and neceſſary Adherencies of all So- 
lemnand Grave Humane Actions: That there muſt be no- 
thing:of Humane Device, for Edification' or Sighificancy, 
but what is preſcribd, And no Mancati' deny, but this is 
a ſafe Poſition, conſidering both the Stream of Scripture, 
ſound Reaſon, and the Experience of all Ages, how much 
miſchief hath come ſtealing up from Ceremonies, as high 
as to:[dolatry and Superſtition. 

But let us withal allow, That though no Man can be 
the better for uſing theſe [ndifferents, nor the worſe for not 
uſing them; 'yet there is a Liberty to «ſe them, without 
being the worſe for uſing them, if a Man be fully perſuaded 
in his 'own:mind concerning them. It muſt remain/yer, 
that according to the Apo/t/es Doctrine, every Man that uſes 
them, and doubts of their lawfulneſs with reſpe& to the 
forenamed Principle, is condemned in the uſing them, becauſe 
wot of Faith, and ſo ſubje& to all the juſt-now-recounted 
Miſchiefs of Scandal. | 
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And thac therefore, He that uſes them fo as to preſs 
thoſe that are otherwiſe minded, to a Conformity, by his 
Example (if it be no more), much more it by Deſpifings, 
Cenſures, Vexations, Penalties ; he does not walk charitg- 
bly, he fins againſt Chriſtians, wounds their weak Conſciences, 
and ſo /ins againſt Chriſt ina high Degree ; and for his Ce- 
remonies, the work of God is deſtroyed, and he for whow 
Chriſt died perifhes, if not ſav'd by Repentance. Now 
how high does this riſe up to the Woe Chriſt dexounces ow 
him by whom Scandals come ? 

For, it cannot but be ſupposd, there are many that are 
wrought upon, againſt the ſenſe of their own Minds, to 
ſuch a Conformity, as wherein they cannot but condemn 
them{ebves whereia ſeem #0 a/ow themſefves, or do in- 
deed allow ;hem/etves, fo far as' the outward Aft reaches : 
Who can doubt, but in theſe days there are ſuch, as well as 
in the Days of the firſt Chriſtians? Yea, happy are many 
of thoſe that Conform, if they do not condemn themſetves 
wherein they allow themſeives, and carry the Miſchief of 
their Scandal within themſelves, Qilently from others, and 
— = = roomy ir coxinl all preſſi 

even where Men out agai ure upon 
them, and will not receive this Dint of Scandal, yet & is 
ſtill a Scandal offered, while unaccepted. 

All this now ſeems ſo ſtrong againſt impoſing in things 
of Iudifferemcy, for fear of Scandal in them, that it is won- 
der there ſhould be any Impoſition known in ſuch things 
among Chriſtians, for fear of Scandal; and yet in theſe ve- 
ry things of /rdifferency, Scandal hath run like Wild-fire, 
bluſter'd and roar'd like a Tempeſt, in theſe of all — 
to chuſe, and that in all Ages within the Chriſtian Wor 
and even under Protetancy it ſelf. 

But I am to conſider Scandal in a ſecond Rank, viz. of 
thoſe who do vehemently and zealouſly fall in with Con- 
formity to theſe Impoſitions in Indiferents, yet they may 
be 
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be /candaliſed, and that very deeply. This Caſe does tot, 
I confeſs, atiſe out of the 4poſft/es Diſcourſes, except by 
the other Interpretation of the Soogs of that to the Co- 
rinths ; which gives it not onely, as if Compliance agai 
the Sentiments of Conſcience, _ the Truſt of Example, 
were the Sin and Scandal; but that the weaker Chriſtians, 
not having the Knowledge of the ſtronger, doing as they 
did, and not prepollels'd as they were, that the /do/ was 
nothing, ſunk into ſome Degrees at leaſt of /dv/atrous Re- 
verence and Worſhip, as if knew no other Reaſon of 
eating in an 1dols Temple, but Devotion to him: And this 
kind of Scandal, though I believe the drift of the 4poſtHe 
is chiefly asI have explained it, yet too often falls out in 
theſe Caſes. Thoſe Ceremonies that kave been promoted 
into Divine Services, or into the Ornament of Religion, 
and the Places of it , have been, though dangerouſly 
enough, yet not ſo ill deſign'd, as afterwards abuſed by 
more Ignorant Perſons, who greedy and fond of a ſenſual 
and external Religion, have been tranſported upon Seper« 
ſtition, and ſometimes downright /do/atry ; and this often. 
noted in Scripture under the very Name of Scaxda/. Thus 
I before obſerv'd in the Caſe of Gideons Ephod, his Houſe 
and all Iſrael were inſnard beyond the firſt Intention : Thus 
in the Brazen Serpent, continued (no doubt) in memory of 
the Miracle; yet afterwards prov'd ſo yuue Snare, that 
they burnt Incenſe to it. Andit is molt likely, Balaam caſt 
his Snare at firſt in a leſs-guilty Feaſting with the Midia- 
»ites upon their /dols Sacrifices, not, known to be ſuch poys« 
; ſonous Meat, and by degrees toll'd them on into the mi 
of the Congregation and Aſſembly of 1dolaters. Thus the 
Apoſtles, by Divine Dire&tion, condeſcending to the weak 
neſs of Convert-Fews among the Romavs, on conſideration 
of the Divine Command 1a ſame of their: Riges but juſt now 
expiring, degenerated afterward into ſuch a Fudaiſm, that 
the ſame 4poſtle was molt ſevere againſt it; and that very 
H 2 Strength 


Strength of the Corinthian Chriſtians, or at leaſt the Weak. 
neſs of the Unknowing, following their Example, became 
aſterwards into an infamous Do&trine, the Dodrine of Ba- 
laam, arid the verynchanting Seduftion of the Propheteſs 
Tezebel, who taught" the People of Chriſt to commit Fornicati- 
on, and to eat things offered to Idols, in honour-to them, 
The bringing in of Pictures into Places of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, ſuppoſe it as innocent as could be oppor at firſt, yet 
was abus'd _—_ all imaginable Corruption ; and it 

, all the Remonſtrances concerning more 


is much to be fear\ 
Innocent Rites, as they can't vindicate then! from Scru- 
puloſity on one ſide, fo can't preſerve them from Mens 
placing too much of their Religion in them on the other, 
whereby the true Conſcience of it is weakned, the Vertue 
and Vigour of Conſcience in things truly Religious, weak- 
ned —_ ſpent, by having been laid out unneceſſarily upon 
extern Obſervances; and looſneſs of Life, like Fornication 
with eating things offered to Idols, breaking in upon the Com- 
mute of ſuch Flatteries' of Conſciexce for ſubſtantial- Piety, 
as the Fews would 'exchange' New-Movns and Oblations, fe 
Fuſtice, and Mercy, and walking humblywith God. | 
It muſt be indeed acknowledg'd, not onely Humane Ap- 
pointments, but even Divine Commands, are ſubje&. to 
the Injury of Scandal; but with this difference: One can- 
not/be cut off, _ Scandal preſſes never 'ſo hard ; the 
other may, and ought : For, in all things not ordained b 
God, the Principle Fnned againſt in Scandal is the Seed. 
ing Purity of Religion, the ſubſtantial Piety , and moſt 
Spiritual and Rational Worſhip 'of himſelf God requires 
and expetts by his Word ; and that all things he has com- 
manded be adjuſted to thoſe Ends, even as he provided 
them; and all he has not commanded, ſhould ſtand off, or 
at leaſt be preſently ſuperſeded, . when become the Prey of 
Scandal. Yetonthe other ſide, $c2nyal ſhelters it felt un- 
der. Order, Deceney, or Edification' of Thr notary, Mibe-. | 
ience 


—_ to Authority ; and preſſes 'on tothe utmoſt under 
rnem. | 
- 3- The third ſort of Scandal ariſing from Indifferent 
Things, upon thoſe that will: not be at all perſwaded to a 
Compliance with them ; even they:may be ſcandaliſed, by 
unlawful and very ſinful. Cenſoriouſnels, and Paſſion ; pla- 
cing too much of their ſenſe of Religion.upon their dike 
of ſuch Additions to Divine Worſhip; Diviſions and-Se 
rations on both ſides from the Publickeſt Worſhip of God, 
and National Union in Religion, beyond the Merit and 
Qaality of the Cauſe, or further than the Caſe at its ut- 
moſt extent can require ; and if the Sin of Schiſar be ſuch, 
as the endeavour'd Notion of it would make it, a Fall into 
the great Sin of Schi/m. 

The Principleoftended againſt in this fort of Scandat, is, 
That great Zove of Chriſtians, and Union in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, in Truth, and Peace, made ſoFundamental in Chriſti 
anity by Chriſt and the p_ | 

| The preteace of Scandal lies too both ways, -That for 
the ſake of ſuch Additionals, we may deſert thoſe much 
higher Conſiderations, and Reaſons, and Cauſes of Love 
and Union, and our Obligations to them. 

The 4o//e repreſents this great Miſchief, not under 
the formal Account of Scandal, in the Diſcourſe to the Ro- 
mans, though I doubt not he after refers to it expreſly as 


ſuch, when he joyns Scandals and Diviftons together ; but Rem. 16, 17; 


in the Diſcourſe it ſelf he both ſets out the Heat on both 
ſides, in judging and deſpifing, and argues on both ſides, with 
bigheſt ſtrength of Divine Reaſon, againſt the Evil both 
ways. | 

And this is certain, The more excellent our Religion, 
the more deſirable our Publick Worſhip and Communion, 
for the Piety, Rationality, and Order of jt, the more. pure 
our National Church, and Aſſociation; in Religion is, and 


the greater the Sin of. Separation ;- the more does the _ 
. cs 


Mes Argument againſt ſca»dalifivg for the ſake of Indiffe- 
'  Trencies, preſs We e us: Why ſhould our Good be thoughe 
evil of, or blaſphewd? Why our Publick Worſhip, 
and National Religion, be once thought to be Ceremony 2 
Why ſhould our Communion be clogg'd with things of no 
greater avail, than Meat and Drink > Why ſhould we loſe 
thoſe from our Communion, who own , 7be Kingdom of 
God is Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 4 in the Holy Ghoſt; and 
contend for thoſe Divine things, though they have not lei. 
fure and freedom for Ceremonies; when : that ſerve 
God in them, though they cannot joyn in leſſer things, 
yet as they are accepted of God, fo ſhould be approved of 
Men > Orif the Sin of Separation be ſo great, and even 
Schiſm it ſelf, why fo our Meat, for our Indifferent things, 
ſhould zhey periſh, tor whom Chriſt died ; or ſuch a Work 
of God as appears in them, be deſtroyed 2 
4 The Severity, Paſſion, Tranſport beyond the Values 
of the things themſelves, and cos, up the /»fruments of 
' Cruelty, cannot be without Scandal upon the Impoſers of 
Tndifferency ; and thoſe that will needs be 7Taskewafters un- 
der them, cannot be without Scandal : For, while they 
ſeem to be zealous of Order, Deceney, Uniformity, they 
fin agxinſt the Precepts of Love, Unity, Mercy, Peace, and 
exchange too often thoſe excellent Paftoral-Staves of Beaus 
| Zb. 11.75, ty and Bands, for the Inſtruments of the fooliſh Shepherd, 
x *that extend not to any true Atts of Paſtoral Care, Yiſting, 


| . Flealing, Feeding, but Tearing and Rendeng.. 
| Laſtly, By-ſtanders and Neuters have the Woe to the 
World, becauſe of Scandals, coming upon them for they 
miſ-judge of the excellent Religion of the Goſpel, by theſe 
great Miſcarriages g and it falls under their miſrepate, as 
it it ſtood. in Ceremonials : in regard of whom, the 4p9/le 
was fo cantious, that the Good of Chriſtians ſhould not be 
evil ſpoken of, as if the Xingdom of God was only Meat and 
Drank. For whereas the Subſtantials of Chriſtianity _ 
e 
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fie themſelves to the Conſciences of all Men; Ceremonials 
lead to Atheiſm; as if Religion were but the Craft of Par- 
ties, uſing Trifles for Intereſt , Rule , and Domination ; 
and Differences in the Profeſſion of it, when-multiplied 
by Diſputes about theſe /»differents, bring miſtruſt upon 
all, as if there were nothing certain. Laſtly, the Heats, 
Cruelties, and Perſecutions uſed on theſe Accounts, cannot 
but look very ſtrange, and full of horrour, to the very 
Light of Nature. 

For, how can it but appear Prodigie, and Portent, that 
Chriſtian Religion, that counted upon nothing but Perſe- 
cution of it ſelf in the World, ſhould turn the Weapons 
uſed againſt it, upon it ſelf; as hath been moſt notoriouſly 
infamous in the Popiſh Inhumanities? Or what Stranger 
can think well of ſuch a Chriſtianity > And then more 
dire it is, that Proteſtant Religion, branding Popery as a 
Religion of Blood, ſhoud be ſo much as tin&tur'd with any 
of that Spirit ; and that any of theſe Evils ſhould be for 
the ſake, and upon the account of [rdifferents, that are ac- 
knowledged to be deviſed by Mew , that are not equal ts 
Gods Law, that may be chaxg'd, for which other Countries, 
that uſe them not, are to be condemr'd ; whereas Subſtan- 
tial Order and Decency are the ſame throughout the 
World, ſome ſmall Local Differences allowed for. 

This is —_ Cauſe of Complaint : But on the other 
ſide, the Reaſons that appear to Diſſenters againſt them 
are great and weighty in themſelves : Let them be miſta- 
ken in the Application ; yet a great Reaſon on the contrg- 
ry to any thing, if miſapprehended , is of much more 
weight, than a very flight and inconſiderable Reaſon for 
it, however true: And, though in a much inferiour Cauſe, 
I acknowledge, yet I hope it is not unlawful to make an 
Alluſion to that unavoidable Argument againſt Atheiſm, 
That the enduring of inconfiderable Inconveniencies, though 


certain, is much more eligible to a wiſe Man, than the adven« 
ture 
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ture upon intolerable and endleſs Inconveniency\,- though fup- 
pogd wicertain. In alike manner, though of a lower con- 
ſequence, and yet not altogether lower, The great miſchief 
of Scandal, though poſſibly upon miſtake, is not to be hazarded 
upon, ſuppoſe, the more certain little Inconveniences of Meng 
wot conforming to Indifferencies. ; We 

But that there may be a more equal Poiſe of the Matter, 
I ſhall briefly preſent the ObjeQions againſt Indulgence to 
Diſſenters in ndifferencies, upon the account of Scandal, 
and the Anſwers that may be returned to them. 

ObjeCt.: x. f Scandal were an Argument againſt things, 
we muſt go out, of all things, even out of the World, way, 
out of Religion it ſelf ; for all things are full of Scandal, 
even the bet things. | [1,212 $7 MG 

 Anſw. It would be yet a conſiderable Service done to the 
World, the Chriſtian World, if but ſo much of Scandal 
were defalk'd, as hath its play in 7:diferents : The abate- 
ment would be above what can eaſily be believed, if all 
that hath ſwell'd the Account of Scandal from Indifferent 

* Things, had been wiſely and thriftily cut off, from the en- 
trance of Chriſtianity to this day. 

And the Sting of the Argument, why it ſhould have 
been, and yet ſhould be fo, 1s, That they are but 7udiffe- 
rents that are ſpoken of, the Uſe of which makes us not 
the better, nor the non-uſe the worſe : But the miſchief of 
Scandal is incomputably great, ſo that: the advantage of 
fuch an Abatement had brought Infinite Recompence with 
Ulſury, in Truth and Peace, for that little Profit, if any, that 
could grow from barren-and dead 7ydiferents in Religion, 
though conſidered as ſeparate from Scandal. 

© Objet, 2, Zhe Apoſtle himſelf was enforced to change 

his Voice concerning Indulgence to the weak, in the Judaique 
Rites, aud to vote the perfiſting in a Love to them damnable 
and the Holy Spirit brands the Idolothytes conceded by the 
Apoſtle, to be afterwards the Doftrine of Balaam : So that 
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Worſhip of the /d/, by a daily Converſation at his Table 
in his Temple, and uniting Heatheniſm with Chriſtianity ; 
of one of which, either Judaiſm or Zeatheniſm, moſt Rites 
are but the Offspring, 

The great Danger is either in exalting Gods Creatures 
into a ſtate, and for Uſes and Ends, above what he Or- 
dained them, at Humane pleaſure and arbitrament ; or 
retrenching the Liberty God hath given in the free uſe of 
his own Creatures; for every Creature of God is good, and 
nothing to be refuſed, if received with thanksgiving : For 
it is (andtified by the Word of God and Prayer. Now this 
cannot alike extend to the Signs and Ceremonies created 
by Humane Imagination, and impoſed with rigour, and 
that not only on Civil Accounts, which we meddle not 
with, but upon Religious, where God is only Supreme: 
At which Door hath entred all the Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion into the World, winding it ſelf by leſſer Degrees, 'and 
ſo mounting it felf to the very top. ; 

The great Uſe of the 4poft/zs two Diſcourſes, is there- 
fore to be reſolved into this one main Poſition. That upon 
the account of ndifferencies, wherein the. «ſe or non-uſe 
cannot. commend us to God , we ſhould not Scandaliſe, 

I | nor 
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nor ry much as offer Scexdzl to. any of the Servants of 
Chriſt. | K 4 2» 4 

In all which- it is duly to be conſidered, That Scardal 
runs in the Induſtrious Impoſing and binding Obſervatiag, 
either by Example that expe&ts Conformity to it, or an 
more violent Influence upon Compliance: That whi 
the Apoſtle therefore perfwades to, was not any thing of 
Ritual Diſtinction of Days or Meats, but only the npt cat. 
ing ſuch or ſuch Meats, happened in thefe two Caſes to 
be the Expedient againſt Scaxda/, he therefore perſwades 
the ot cating upon theſe Contingencies, as by the by, 
which was a very eaſte performance for Chriſtian Charity ; 
but the Thing he was wholly intent upon, was that great 
Dodtrine of not Scanudalzfing for the fake of Ardifferent 
Things. Theſe Circumſtances eafily vaniſhed, the main 
Point remains unmoved. They were a Scheme, 2 
momentany and tranſitory one, to diſplay this great Do» 
Qrine in, and to preſent it upon. 2 

When theſe things —_— a Ritual Religion, the 
Scheme was altered and thifted, they grew ſinful, and were 
condemned ; the DoQrine ftood yet, and for ever ſtands 
firm, planted upon them, 

Obje&t. 4. The Rites wſed are ſuch as are recommended 
from, Antiquity, and were of uſe of old, in the Primitive: 
Church. | 

Anſw. Allow it to be fo. All that can be colleted from 
thence, is but mg, wound up to its higheſt Peg, 
when: it does not reach. Chriſt - And whenever it does not 
reach him, it does not bind. Be ye followers of me, as I 
am of Chriſt, ſaid the 4poſt/e, juſt about to diſcourſe of the 
weadous, Ordinances or Traditions. Thoſe Concurrences, 
Atl, Every where, Always, m in 1n- Scripture, and 
be found there, elſe they do but oblige our Prudence, not 
our Conſcience. 

Only fo. far as Antiquity, or the Primitiue Church, in- 
ables. 
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or the Determinations of- Natural 'L 
any Caſe, ſo far it oblipes us in cience, All elſe is 
but the Deference of Modeſty and due which can- 
not weigh againſt Scandal, except we make the Oracles of 
Antiquity, equal to the Heavenly Oracley; and then we 
muſt demand the ſame Certainty of the Divine Inſpira- 
tion of the one, as of the other, or elſe we may quickly 
run into the. greateft of Scandals. 

Obje&. 5. The Commands of Lawful Authority take away 
the Indifferency, and make N 7, what was before 
Indiffereat. | 

Auſw. The Queſtion is not, Whether Magiſtrates ought 
to be obeyed in all things /ndifferent ; for that is readily 
granted, if in all Circumſtances they are I»different ; nor 
whether Rites are /ndjfferent Things, for that is alſo ſup- 

to be granted ; but the queſtion muſt be, Whether it 
152n i»d;fferent thing to give or receive Scandal, upon the 
account of Irdifferent T| 4 ; ry may indiſputably 
fall out, or the 4poſt/es Diſcourſes fall to the Ground ; and 
in one fort of Indifferents, as well as others, elſe the 4po- 
Res Diſcourſe will be ineffeftual to any the like Caſe: 
Secing then the Tribunal and Authority of God is higher, 
than of any of the Supreams of this World, and that Scas- 
dal is cognifable only before him; and that whatever in- 
curs Sandals inſeparable from Sin againſt God; it muſt 
needs follow, that in a Caſe of Doub?, from which a Man 
cannot acquit himſelf, he cannot obey Men in that, without 
diſebeying God, who hath declared to him, Whatever is not 
of Faith is Sin; and he that doubteth, and. doth what 
denbreth of, is Danned ; that is, Condemned within hi, 
and in the thing it felf: And the Reaſon in ſuch a Caſe 
muſt be the ſame, as in a Caſe of Obeying _— a- 
gainſt any expreſs Divine Prohibition. For though the 
thing doubted of, does much differ, if it be indeed indiffe- 
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Fent: Yet the Prohibition is as plain againſt doing what is 

dewbied of, and what is not of Faith, as in any Caſe. 
- Seeing then all Humane Authority muſt lower its Top 
to Divine, I cannot ſee,but that, in /ndifferent things in Re- 
ligion, which is Gods peculiar, for we ſpeak only of that, 
the Magiſtrates Power 1s excluded, in caſe of real doubt of 
Conſcience, in which a Man can do nothing, but he runs 
into Gods danger, even as inany other caſe of ſuch danger, 
by reaſon of Sin. And whatis offered in Relief, will not 
avail, viz, That Obedience to Magiſtrates is certainly a 
Duty ; but whether there be any diſobedience to God, a» 
bout ſuch or ſuch /ndifferents, is in doubt ; and if the thing 
be indeed indifferent, itis a doubt upon miſtake: And then 
there is a diſobedience to God, in an «doubted Rule, and 
Command to avoid it in acaſe not.only of doubt, but of 
miſtake. 

This, I fay, cannot avail; Becauſe the meaſures not to 
be drawn betwixt Obedience to Magiſtrates in all /awfu/ 
things, or things indifferent ; but betwixt Obedience to Ma- 

iſtrates, and Obedience to that Rule of the Word of God 
1n all caſes of doubt, which is as clear, and as. little ſub- 
5e& to doubt, asany Rule whatever. Yet does not this 
evacuate the Power of Magiſtrates, it being reſtrained to 
things indifferent in Religion, and in Doubt, and the Doubt 
fixed upona grand Principle of Truth. 

Nor is that of greate rſatisfaftion, That in Obedience to 
Magiſtrates, there are ſo many degrees of Good, and fo 
many of Evil in the Difobedience ; but in doing well or ill, 
concerning ndifferents, there are much fewer Degrees, 
both of the Good, and the Evil ; therefore Obedience to 
God, .in ſo great a Morality, as Obedience to Magiſtrates, 
is always to be preferred before our doing, well in Indife- 
zents ; and the fear of Evil in one, to be avoided much ra- 

ther, than the ſame fear in the other, 
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' The Reaſon of DiſſatisfaQion is this, That the Meaſure 
is not betwixt the Morality of Obedience to God, 'in obey- 
ing Magiſtrates, and doing well or ill about things Irdiffe- 


© rent, butberwixt the Morality of Odeying Godin one of his 


clear and undoubted Precepts, and in another of the fame 
Evidence and Clearneſs ; which muſt needs be one and the 
ſame, and of the ſame Rate of Morality : Seeing Obedience 
to God is the Fundamental Morality. 

If it werenot thus, the Magiſtrates Prohibition of $2- 
crifice of the Cup in the Lords Supper, muſt exempt from 
Obedience to God in thoſe Duties ; becauſe Obedience to 
Magiſtrates is a Moral Duty, but the other Ceremonial. 

But it is out of Meaſure certain, Obedience to God is both 
the top and the bottom of all Morality ; and although 
Obedience to Magiſtrates is a great point of Morality, yet 
Obedience to God is ſo before1t, as to be the Meafureof it. 

Beſides, if Obedience to God be tobe valued not by his 
Authority, but by weighing the Precepts themſelves,much 
more Obedience to Magiſtrates is to be eſtimated by the 
Commands they give, of which 7udifferents in Religion 
will never be made out to be worthy tobe the Teſts, either 
of their Authority, or our Obedience ; .. whatever un-- 
thinking Men have faid therein. | 

Indeed among the Divine Commands, God hath choſen 
Mercy, . rather than Sacrifice, honouring Parents, rather 
than Corban, but it is becauſe he hath ſo declared in his 
Word, and in. Mens Conſciences. 

But all the Laws of God do harmonioufly Conſpire, and 
Subordinate themſelves one toanother, among which: O: 
bedience to Magiſtrates, and Preſerving the Government, 
and Peace of Conſcience, arenoneof the leaſt, nor of any 
conteſt, or diſtance of unkindneſs betweett themſelves : 
Whoſo is wiſe 2: He ſhall anderſtand theſe things : Prudent ? 
And he ſhall know them; for the ways of the Lordare right in 
themſelues, and tye in. ſtreight 'Lines;| one tv another ;\ al 
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Tut ſhall walk in them, Trouereſors fall therein, 
7 In fine, Mags/trates, pro Chraftion Mags/trates, are 
55 cnc. oblige again paihing on | Scandad, as private ||, 
Chriſtians, and more, asthey are the Cyfodes, the Publick 
Guar dians of Conſcience, But if they fail in their Duty,Obedi- 
ence to them cannot diſannul the Charges againſt Scav- 
dal, lying upon all Chriſtians, in Relation to one another ; 
nor can Ger Laws preſcribe againſt Moderation. 

Obj. co when time is allowed - the ONES to Va 
tisfy themſelves, of they came not om their Scruples, 

z Sn Humor Z Fiion are Ps the Caſe y a 
Superitition os the other fide. l 

Anſw, The le tells us, it 18a very happy, a very rare 
thing, when hin ſurmount thear Dead. E1appy is he 
that Condemns not himſelf, wherein be allows himſelf; It is a 
very Priviledged Caſe tobe well and CONES after 
Doubt ; and therefore it muſt notbe haſtily cenſured, if {4- 
thoſe that have been unſatisfied cannot preſently anſwer 
our Lure to the other ſide. * 

And the time is much larger, that is neceſſary in ſome 
Caſes, than inothers : The Ceremonies of Moſes, it was rea- 
ſonable ſhould go off more quick, as Shaddows of the Night, 
by the brightneſs of the Goſpel, and could never return a- 
ny more. But the Reaſonsagainſt cating atan 1dals Feaft,be- 
ing nearer Mara}, areruch more durablc,and may laſt,eves 
while theWorld ſtauds,where,or when-ever/do/atry has place. 

In the firſt Reformation from Popery, there was Reaſon 
to expect, the Superſtitious Rites and Cuſtoms, that had 
gained upon Mens Minds with the Reputation of Religion, 

IIEIES; Due the ons of in 
Indifferewts affixed to Divine Worſhip, taken from that per- 
petual Cons of preſerving it pure, fetled the 
Baſe of trueſt, ſou Reaſon, and much more favoured 
by Scripture, well arm'd with Experience of Events, muſt 
always continue in force, and ſo no Time may be large 


enough 


#4 ASAT bn 34% RAE GAGE ont Saliat whe © 0 


enough for getting off from thoſe Scruples that f;:i 
from them, but that wherein they adn uap taken A, 

But if any: thing of Turbnlency, Faftion, or Unrulinefs 
be ſuppoſed to lye deeper than the Scruples; it is beſt to 
mnmack it, -by taking away ſo juſt 'a Cauſe to mannage 
it ſelf, upon and by fo great a kindneſs to Canfeience, that 
ought to be tendered, to heap Coals of Fire upon the heads 
*# ſech Perſons, either to reform them, or condemn them 
be Apologie. 

Or if Superſtition, and placing Religion on the other 
fide, in having a Zea/ againſt Ceremonies be: ſuſpetted ; 
even that does but igcreaſe the Scandal ariſing from theſe 
indifferent Things, and makes them more neceſſary to be 
remov'd, as Stumbling-Blocks out of Mens way ; you cure 
= £ _— on the other fide too, by taking away the 

I 

Obje&. 7. Order and Government in the Church, or Na- 
tional Religion, cannot be preſerv'd without ſuch Guards up- 
on both Piety, Order, and Unity ; for beſides that Publick 
Authority hath thought them fit, there are many private Chri- 
ſtians zealous of them, and that would be ſcandaliſed, 4 
they were taken away, as if the Precept of the Apoſtle 
were broken, Let all things be done Decently, and in Or- 
der ; and of them greateſt care is to be had, as owning the 
Publique Authority moſt. : | 

pe. I have already aſſerted, in anſwer to ſome parts 
of this Objection ; 

r. That Religion and Piety are its own beſt Guards, and 
Devotion to- God preſerv'd moſt awful, as well as moſt 
pure, in its own Sprritzality and Trath. 

2. That all Natural and Neceflary Order and.Decency, 
are always: to be ſecured, as much as may be, as being. 
above the Scale of meer Indifferents, | 

3- That Unity is to be- preferv'd in the Irviolate /ove 
of Chriſſiavs to one- another, centex'd in thoſe | — RG 
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Things, Love of God and Chriſt, and: keeping his Command: . 
ments ; and not i one Face. of Uniformity ; Which. is, if 
placd upon Ceremonials, in its own Nature, as. variable as 
the Phaſe e the Moon, - |, xa | | 
4- I add, The more Publick Sogieties in Religion are 
intended, -and deſired to be, the more Comprehenſiye the 
Forms of Union muſt be. The Prudence, and holy Cau- 
tion, of that firſt. Counci/ we. read of in the Chriſtian 
Church, is always to be followed : When the Fews and 
Gentiles were to come into-the neareſt Union, and as great 
an Dany, as was any way neceſſary, either in the /- 
weral Churches, or the whole Church ; when Doubts and 
Diſputes had ariſen concerning the Terms of their Union, 
was that prime Canox made,. (happy had it been, if that 
Pattern had been ever ſince kept to) 7t ſeemed good to the 
Zoly Ghoſt, and to us, to lay upon you no other Burden, than 
Theſe neceſſary Things ; one neceſſary by a perpetual Morality, 
one other in the fear and danger of 7dolatry,ior Sande; 
The other two neceſſary at that time,- but by alteration of 
Time they dropp'd off as to any Religious Import ; ex- 
cept as general Nature may check at them. . 

' 5.. The Banding of Societies in unneceſſary Rites, is ra- 
ther of Eccleſiaſtick Intereſt and Domination, than of the 
Concerns of Chriſtian Religion. | 
6. If there are ſuch Varieties, that ſome cannot ſerve 
God, without adorning their Worſhip with theſe Arbitrary 
Rites of Order and Decency, they muſt and or fall to their 
own Maſter : Tf they have ſuch a Faith, ſeeing the Danger 
of Scanalifing lies moſt on the {ide of Ceremonies, they 
are thoſe that ſhould have it to themſelves before God, not 
they that doubt ; or, becauſe it is the Publickly Eſtabliſhed 
Order, they ſhould carry the Zappineſs, the Priviledge of 

| their full Perſwaſion humbly, and compaſſionately, being 
. not high minded, but Faring leſt in ſome parts of that, 

wherein they feem- ſo clear, Cauſes of Condemning 
| | them 


| (85) - 
themſelves lye hid at preſeat, and afterwards ſtart 

out...” -- -* | 

But all this cannot be a Standard for others; they that 
are doubtful ought not to be ſcrewed up, by Engines 
and Pullies, to this ZZappineſs: Seeing then there are: ſome 
thatdare not ſerve God in this way, we muſt ſeek out 0- 
ther Terms of Union, and they are very,near us; the vital 
Union of Chriſtianity, our National Reformed Religion; 
which may ſubſiſt well enough, if we would let it, in theſe 
leſſer DiſtinQions, WITS 4 

It did not make diverſe Churches in Primitive Rome, that 
ſors Chriſtians diſtinguiſhed Meats and Days, and others 
. . did not, | TY 

Yet the aſſerting. the Rights, of the Goſpel-Freedom 
from Jadaick Bondage, was of 'more concerament to the 
Chriſtian Church, at that time, than all the Order and De- 
cency of Deſpotick Ceremonies can be worth to it now. 

Let us therefore, as the Concluſion: of this Head of 
Scandal always remember, upon the point of Indifferency, 
That, All that it is,hath beennam'd already, and it is known to 
belndifferency, and it may not contend with Scandal, that js 
mightier than it ; for Scandal is Scandal, real Miſchief, and 
lays about it from every Quarter with Miſchiefs. How 
much. better then is it, that i»dferent things in Religion 
were taken away, even while the World ftandeth, than 
that they ſhould be kept up as the Sconces of Scandal ? 

For Indifferent Things let not the Work of God be defirgy 
ed, nor any for whom Chriſt dyed in danger to Peri(h ; tt 
more we eſteem our Church, our -Religion, our Worſhip. of 
God, the better and purer they. are, 8: more .it -15 pity | 
any ſhould be diyided from. it, ſhould be fo far ſcandaliſed, 
as to be'Schiſmaticks from-it, either in our account, or.if 
it be that Sin, in the real danger of it, and of periſhing 1n 
it. The more excellent our Church is, the more, the 4- 
poſeles Rules take hold of us. Let _ the good of aur _ 
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beevil ſpoken of, as if it was Ceremonial; Let us not loſe 
any from our Church, for Meat and Drink : Increaſe not the * 
Woe of Scandal any way, for ſo mean Things, as Indiffe- 
rents. 

Let us not indanger our ſelvesinto the Woe of him, by 
whom Scandal comes, for Elements. 

But beſides all theſe Conſiderations, there is not fo abſo- 
lute a ſecurity in adding avy thivg, under any Name what- 
ever, tothe pure Worſhip of God, any more than to his 
— leſt we be found Lyars to him, miſmatching with it, 

79-3%5»6. what will not endure the Fire. Greateſt Peace have they that 
| love thy Law, O Lord, and that only ; n—_ ſhall offend 
them, in nothing will they offend others. Oblerving Rites - 
that had been Divine, was not ſo fake tothe firſt Chriſtians, 
having to do with Rites that had been corrupted /dolatrou- 
/y, and Superſtitiouſly, proved very Fatal. Ceremonies are 
but Shaddows, Superſtition eaſily ades that /zttle thin 
Eſſence they have : They have not the Right of being Gods 
4 Creation to bring thern off, to lye lower than their Corrup- 
| tion, and commend them : There tsno ſuch Cauſe to be 
| «* rethe Sim: OVer-zealous of ſuchthings,in regard of which, a late * Xo- 
mons's Critical myawiſt hath ſaid, The true Religionof the Church of England, 
Bifwy. differs little from the Romiſh, z» outward appearance. 

The Argument ftrikes alt ways,it our Conſtirution be fo 

good, and injur'dnotatall by Ceremenies, let us, as Chrift, 

Seek, and ſave that which is loſt; thoſe we look npon, as the 

traſt, that believe in Chriſt, let them not be loft for Ceremo- 

nies, - The Love and Compaſſion of a Saviour, triumphs 

towards theſe leaſt, eaſily Offended, narrow-ſouFd, mo- 

roſe, ſuppoſe them ; Smoaking Flax, bruifed Reeds, yet de- 

ſpiſe them not, it Chriſtians, if Proteſtants. Their Angels 

behold the Face of the Father, of Chrift in Heaven, Let them 

not be Offended, Scandaliſed from Union with our Nat 1o- 
nal Church for Ceremonies. 


If 


- Ifon the other ſide, our Ceremonies in Gods account 
ſhould be blemiſhes of our Church, and Imperfettions ; or 
if they may be turned intoſuch by an ignorant uſe of them, 
or if they cawſe Diviſions and Scandals ; if the Miſchiefs of 
thoſe Scandals fall upon Strangers to true Religion, and 
keep them atdiſtance : Alltheſe confiderations weigh hea- 
vy againſt a Zeal for them. 

Bur if none of theſe can be laid to their Charge; yet if 
Men doubt concerning them, what muſt they do 2 How 
ſhall they eſcape that of the Apoſtle? Ze that doubteth is 
Danmed if he Eats. Whatever is not of Faith is Sin. Why 
ſhould this be hazzarded for Indifferents > And when the 
Tyde of Advantages, Preferments, Publick Approbation, 
are on one ſide ; vation of all thoſe, Cenfures and 
Penalties on the other 5 who dares anfwer for many Men, 
thatthey do not offer Violence to their Principles, much 
more venture over their Doubts 2 And yet in thoſe very 
Doubts has the Apoſtle laid his Doftrine. 

Or Laſtly, Wo can reaſomably fup e, Men would ſteny 
chis Tyde that is againſt them, it they had not real Con- 
fcientious Donbts, or higher than Doubrs, to conteſt with 
in prejudice of their Complyance. 

_—_ the wholethen, I cannor but conclude, Impoſing 
Indifferent Things in Religion, by a violent Example; 
much more'by ſevere Ways, is very contrary to the Apo- 
ſtles Do&rine in that Cafe ; and that upon Reaſons, that 
till I ſee themanſwered, I muſt ſuppoſe unanſwerable. 

[ haye now thus far diſcourſed of Scandal in the more 
 ſtri&, and particular Caſes, Scripture hath given us the 
notices of; but in the remaining Heads to-be treated of, 
I ſhall conſider it in that Fargeſt arid moſt comprehenſive 
Graſp of it, Religion in general. 

And there is nothing that requires greater Wiſdom, and 
the prepolſeſſions of a more Religious Prodence, than to 
ſit, and count the Charge of undertaking ſerious Piety, as 
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the Lord hath bidden us in relation to one. Branch-of Scan- 
dal, Perſecution ; ſo with reſpe& to the whole Negotia- 
tion of Scandal in the World. | | 
It is the. great both: Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in 
the Scripture, that he hath given full and: ample warning 
before-hand, of all the Diſadvantages we are to encoun- 
ter in our Faith, Love, and Obedrence to him; as when 
we are aſſured, There ſhall be Falſe Prophets, There muſt 
be Herefies, There ſhall he Perſecution, There ſhall be au 
Apoſtacy, or general Deteftion trom 7rue Symmetral Chri- 
Ntianity, within Chriſtianity it ſelf : And ſo in the preſent 
Caſe, it muſt needs be that Scardals come. For the Know- 
ledge of theſe things is one greateſt Defence againſt the 
Evil prediQed, as alſo againſt the ſtaggering of our Minds, 
concerning the-Fruth of Religion it ſelf. 
' Let anymaa then enquire, and ſearch this thing our, 
both in Scripture and cloſe Reaſon, and he will find Scax- 
dals muſt come ; though he may at firſt think, Religion, . 
if it be ſo great and excellent as is given out of it, ſhould 
not be darkned and clouded with Sca»da/, but ſtand clear 
from it ; and it be impoſſible it- ſhould be any way liable 
to it. 
_ Now that it is in it ſelf Juſt and Right, even wigs 
Aion it ſelf, is every where recorded and publiſhed of is. 
Prov. 8.6. PYiſdom ſpeaks excellent things, and the opening its Lips are 
, Right Things : It ſpeaketh Truth, and Wickedne(s is an abo- 
mination t0 its Lips: Ad its Words are in Righteouſneſs, and: 
nothing froward or perverſe in them : They are all plain to 
him that underſtandeth, and right to them that find Know- 
ledge. The Righteouſneſs of thy Teſtimonies is everlaſting, 
+ —_— me UnderBand; and 1. ſhall live.. Gods Precepts are 
|  Pjal. 129.104: right concerning All Things, and ſecure from every Falſe Way. 
ner His Law is the Truth. By the Word of his Lips Men are 
| pat. 19:4. rf ag the Paths of the Deſtroyer. Amidſt all the ſcam 
Hf. 14.1!, dalifing, and intangling Works of Men, The Ways of the 
Lord 


Lord are all right, if Men have but vo Feet, right Tn- 
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tentions, AﬀeCtions, and Motions. And yet when all this 
is gratited, let any Man caſt the thing in. his ſevereſt 
Thoughts, and he will find it impoſſible, as things are, 
Religion ſhould be free from'Scandal, and that therefore, 
as if any Man cannot deny himſelf, he cannot be Chriſt's 
Diſciple, fo if any Man cannot Encounter Scandal, and 
overcome, he cannot be the Servant of God, the Diſciple of 
Chrift. | ; | 
Let us then reſume the Notion of Scandal, and fit it 
to this general Proſpect over Religion, F am now upon, 
and we ſhall find, as the Lord ſpeats, that Scandals muſt 
come. 
' Scandal then is any Falfe Pretence or Appearance, where- 
by Religion, or any of the nobler Objects, Parts, Rules, 
or Reaſons of it, are expos'd to Diſadvantage and Diſguſt, 
as unreaſonable, unjuſt, untrue, weak and'empty;- mo- 
roſe, unlovyely, and undeſirable; or the' contrary, Sin, Ir- 
religion, and Diſobedience (to 'God are ploſgd over, and 
eſented,' as in all regards, more:chooſable, and to be de- 


. fired than Religion; and all things ſo' intangled'and 'per- 


plex'd among themſelves, . that Men are ſeduc'd from the 
eſteem of the Divine Law, - and- Obedience to it, and in- 
fnar'd in Sin; even by that jultle, and diforder Scan- 
dal makes in the feveral Laws and Rules of Religion a- 
mong themſelves; and the blending with- them the pre- 
tences of Sin ; upon which great diſhonour -to God 
and Religion, ſharp Conflidts of Conſcience within it ſelf, 
Miſchief to the- Souls of Men, and a general Diſ-affe&i- 
on to Religion-enſues. OfriGh * 

:* And now, how this muſt needs be, T ſhall undertake to 
ſhew, havingonly obſerved ; Firſt, 

"That there are ſome main: Things ſo neceſſary for our 
Knowledge, Faith, and Practice, that they are made 
exquiſitely clear, and moſt eaſieto- be underſtood, a 

that 
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. that runs, may read them ; wafaring Mer, though Fools, can- 


not err therein ; the entrance of the Word of God, concer- 
ning them, giveth Light, it giveth underſtanding to the 


Again,There are ſomeThings of very great advancement 
to the Soul, and its Happineſs, that are the reward of a 
holy, humble diligenceto wow, in ſuch a Meaſure, as 
they ought to be known, andofa preceeding Obedience in 
thoſe ſoplain things, that (as the Refarretion of Chriſt) are 
not ſhewn ts all the People, but to choſen" Witneſſes : Thus 
the ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he will 
ſhew them his Covenant : What Man is he that feareth the - 
Lord? Him ſhall he teach in the way, that he ſhall chuſe : 
The Meek will be guide in oor; aud the Meek will he 
teach bis way. If any Man will do his Will, ke ſhall know of 
my Dodtrine, whether it by of God, or not : On the otherſide 
Ignorance, and Diſobedience to thoſe Divine Truths, that 
are neareſt, and moſt plain to ws, are puniſhed, either 
with conceatment of, or leaving us to Injudicioufneſs, 
and laſegfblenals, in higher Divine Manifeſtations ; where 
alſo. that Ipjudiciouſnel and Infenſfibleneſs are Condemned. 
For to him that hath ſhall be given and from him that bath wot, 
by improvement and gaod ule, ſhall be taken away, even 
that which.hs hath :. And this is the Condemnation for not be- 
lieving, in Chriſt (that ſupernatural Revelation) becauſe they 
loved Darkneſs rather than Light, as a Cover for their . &- 
vil deeds. 

But befides thoſe plain Truths, written with 2 Syn- 
beam in Nature. it ſelf, beſides thoſe of clear Revelation, 
there are neceſſarily ſome deep Truths, .coacernang the:Nj- 
vine Nature, the Aytribuces.of God, his, Decrecs; and Ads, 
ſome Myſteries of Chriſt, of Providence, and-the Govern« 
ment of the World, -that Awe, Reverence, and 
Modeſty, and are not to be fathom'd and fully underſtogd, 
and yet cannot be fo divided, nor. ſeparated from j 
Truths 


(71) 
Truths that are neceſſary to be known ; but that the Un- 
deritanding muſt, and ought. to have an obſervation of, 
and ſearch after them ; though with Fear and Tremlling, 
and with a Wiſdem to Sobriety, yet to know' as much of 
them, as it is made to-know by Scripture. | 

Theſe things now being premiſed, I come to ſhew, That 
in the firſt and beſt ſtate of Things, Scandals might come ; 
and that in the corrupt and degenerate ftate they mu? 
Come, 

And firſt how they might come; and there muſt the ſame- 
Original be aſſigned to Scandal, as there is to Evil and Sin 
it ſelf; for neither Sin nor Scandal can derive themſelves 
from the Zoly, Wiſe, and Good Creator , who made all 
Things juſt and even; He, moſt upright, weighed out the 
Path of the Fuſt by his own Eternal Perfeft Way, and made 
the Angelical, and Humane, the whole Rational Nature, 
according to it, «pright and perfe#, ſo that there was no 
Scandal from this fir inning of Things. But when 
God made Creatures of Reaſon and Underſtanding, and 
of Free Will and Choice ; Underſtanding in the very Na- 
ture of it' could: ſearety and pry, and _ way ; 
and look not only upon Things thar are, but by Things 
that are, they could colle& Things poſſible ; from the Na- 
ture of Wiſe, Good, and Juſt, they could defcry Folly, 
Evil and Wrong 3 and in Happineſs and Bleffednefs, they - 
could behold, as in'privation from them, Mifery and Un- 
happineſs, or the Tranſcendency and'Infinitene(s of Hap- 
pineſs;- and the” Degrees below it ; they could trace and 
find out the Lines: by which there roſe up a Supremacy: of 
theſe; and back *again;' by which there was Decfination 
of Degrees from this Azilwvh, of inſuperable Height. 

And as theſe Underſtandings are fo- great, ſo rhey are 
ſuited with Wills and | Apperites as great, by which they 
could: aſpire to be whatever' they faw above themſelves ; 


2rd todr(hke in whatever they found themſelves _ 
') 
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So that it was pollible for them to diſlike- their frft Eſtates, 
to forſake their proper Mayors or Habitations,” and leave 
them, as if they were not loughty, large, and. roomthy 
enough for them. Thus the Angels let their Zfare in 
Heaven, and Adam his in Paradiſe, aſpiring to ſomething 
higher g and this through mutability, from miſapprehen- 
ſion, jealouſie, and diſguſt, ariſing from perfe& miſtake, 
falſe appearance, and miſ-judging, which 4s perfe&t Scan- 
dal. Thus not being Infinite, not being Omnilcient, nor 
able to find out the Almighty to perfettion, 'nor reſting in 
the Love and Obedience of God in thoſe things moſt cer- 
tain, evident, and undoubted to them, but projeQing be- 
yond their own Sphere, they might come to charge Gods 
Holineſs, Goodnels, and Wiſdom fooliſhly; to raiſe: ſuſpi- 
tions they were not high and well enough ; obſerving how 
Evil lay from Good, they might in Diſcontent draw. the 
Line of Evil __-_ Good, and charge Imperfe&tion upon 
PerfeCtion it ſelf; they might diſorder the: moſt orderly 
Alliances,. and confuſe the juſt Diſtances between Things 
hare calitdy do, excape God.d 
This they might y do, except id interpoſe 
with his mbitey of Perfe&tion Fo them, and tr 
them :. But God permitting things to liberty, this muſt be 
poſſible to fall out. 00432 5 
This pollibility of = of was the Folly God charged 
the pureſt A»ge/s with, and in regard of which, the Hea- 
vers were not clean in his fight. 
From the miſerable Conſequences of this Poſſibility com- 
ing into aual Event, the Good Angels. were Elefted, and 
into them the Bad Angels. fell, who abode not in the Truth, 
but fell into curſed Scandal, and are wrapped: up in Scax- 
dal, fettered in it, even in Chains of darkneſs, which are 
Chains of Scandal, till the Judgment _ great day ; that 
it may then be decided, whether- they had juſt cauſe of 
Offence or not : Thus the Devil was a Lyar from the begin- 


ning, 
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ning, and the Father of it, of the Lye of Scandal: For all ' 
. Scandal isa Lye, John 8. 44. | 

And now, when there was an actual Fall, n Defe&ion 
of any of the Rational Creatures, actually come to paſs, 
God ſtill permitting things to their own Liberty, then it 
cannot be, but that Scandals come; For when once the 
Activity of an Underſtanding, carried with a perverſe and 
diſorderly Will, is in motion, then it traverſes all ways, 
cuts all thoſe Lines of Allyance and Connexion betwixt 
"Things and Things, ſcales the heights, divesdownintothe 
| bottom, fills all things with Confuſion and Perplexity, 

that it may Scandaliſe, miſrrepreſent, and miſ-report God, 
and Supream Goodneſs, extols forbidden Pleaſures and En- 
joyments, and an imaginary Happineſs, as if enviouſly de- 
nied, and that denial unreaſonably, and to no benefit com- 
plyed with. 

And the more Agents there are thus perverted, and it 
diſpoſed, the more Scandals mult needs ariſe and ſhew them- 
felves; when therefore Angels fell, or if ſome Principal 
fell firſt, there muſt needs be Scandals in motion from 
them, and they drew down innumerable /zf#r Stars with 
them; when the po__ Scandal to Men, as we read: 
m the Hiſtory of the Fail, and Men grew numerous and 
wicked, Scandals muſt needs come amain, and muktiply 
themſelves: For fo many finful and impure Underſtan-- 
dings at work, and hurried on by extreamly bad and un- 
holy Wills, Scandals muſt become likea Deluge, and can- 
not but increaſeto a kind of Infinite, and muſt be preſſing. 
every where; for there'isno Light ſo clear, but a 1m and 
dark Eye may report it black and obſcure, there is no way 
ſo fnooth and even, but Lame Legs, Crooked Feer, being 
themſelves unequal, may /tumble and fall in it: When a 
Man, as-Solomou ſays, is caft into a Net' by his own Feet ; 
when his Fez are a Net to themſelves, ' he maft be Scaxala» 
tiſed,. and Catch'd wherever he goes. There is no Senfe ſo 
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grave, and ſeriouſly compos'd, but a vain Fancy, that is 


tull of odd and antick Shapes and Images within it ſelf, 
may traveſtee, and turn it intoRidicule. Even the plain- 
eſt Senſe, by Ignorance, or Malice, may be fo tranſpos'd, 
as to be made moſt unintelligible Non-ſenic, and by ſepa- 
rating the parts from their due order one to another, 
may be perverted into Falſhood and Blaſphemy. 

Thus therefore, by the Darkneſs of Mens minds, by 
the Maliciouſneſs and ill Deſigns of corrupted Intelle&u- 
als, enraged by impure Luſts and Paſſions, the plaineſt 
things in Religion may be miſ-underſtood, miſ-repreſen- 
ted, miſreported, and diſguiſed out of themſelves; much 
more the more ſecret, retir'd, and even untathomable parts 
of Divine Truth, Providence, and Government. 

God hath made every thing good, that he hath made, and 
his very permiſſions of Evil, are all over-ruled by him to 
Good; and even tous they may be Medicinal, and of uſe, 
if taken by the right Handle. 

On the other 1ide, Scandal turns the very beſt things in- 
to Evil, to the Perſon Offended, and nothing can be ſo Good, 
that it doth not ſo abuſe : The = it ſends out upon the 
Land of Promiſe, bring up an zi! Report of zt. 

Indifferent Things, that are by God prepared, and inten- 
ded to turn each way, either to uſe or not to uſe, accor- 
dingas Circumſtances lead, and both ways to be advan- 
rages for Good, Scandal hath a great hand over, and turns 
them to Evil all ways. 

Things that are Evil, the Sins, and Falls of Men, ei- 
ther Good Men, or Bad Men, or Men ſeemingly Good, 
and inwardly Bad, are as the proper Dominion and Ter- 
ritory of Scandal, and it raiſes what it can againſt Religion 
by them. | 

Thus every thing, by the not only Permiſſion, but Ju- 
ſtice of God upon the faln World, is ſubje&ed to Scandal, 


got. willingly, for all things wark together for good, as they 
arc 
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are impreſſed with Motion from the Divine Hand; but de- 
ſerted by that, but ſo much as CRE: Scandal vio- 
lently tranſports them upon Evi 

Now things ſtanding thus, there is the God of Scandal 
and his Angels, the Angels of Scandal; the Divel, and the 
whole Zoaſt of faln Spirits ; the Great Reaſons, and Wits 
of this World, the Prophets of Scaxda/; the Ambitious 
Powers, and Intereſts of Worldly Greatneſs, Secular Poli- 
cy, Eccleſiaſtical Domination, Debauched Religion, and in 
one word, the whole Univerſe of Luſts, all at the ſervice 
of Scandal, and employed by ir. 

From hence are all thoſe Atheiſtick Diſcourſes, thoſe 
Heretical Opinions, thoſe Monſtrous -Idolatries and Su- 
perſtitions ; thoſe Burleſques of Lucian Wits, thoſe Bold 
and Authoritative Examples of general Wickedneſs, Pro- 
phaneneſs, and Irreligion, that have ſpread themſelves over 
the whole Earth, thoſe Severities in matters of Indifferency. 

And where there is in any Time, or Place, ſuch a ſenſe 
of Truth and Religion, that any of theſe Evils, plain 
and bare.faced, take very little, butare hated and hooted 
at, every thing,” thatis better, is borrowed againſt it ſelf; 
the Mantle of Law and Right is put on, Songs of Re- 
ligion are made the Rayment of things moſt contrary to it 
And inall times, True Religion, Piety and Vertae. expulſed 
under the, worſt Names, andcovered with the ugly Vizor 
of Evil; it being hard to bring Goodneſs into miſ-repute in 
its own likeneſs, under its own appearance. 

To this purpoſe, befides every Man being the firſt 
and worſt Scandaliſer to himſelf, beſides the lower 
and leſſer Miniſteries of Scandal, within privater Com- 
munities, there are -in all Times and Places, the pub- 
lick Councels of Scandal, and the Cabals of it, that are 
neither Idle, nor Lukewarm, but purſuing all- things to 


the utmoſt. 
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And.the: Mem of- this World are always greedy ob Scandal; 
of receiving it, either through miſerable Ignorance, and: 
Inapprehenſiveneſs, or from Propenſions:ot their-own, and 
to ſerve their particular Occaſigns. ; or as they embark their 
Intereſts in the Bottom of a-Common Scandea!, as molt ſafe, 
and of the richeſt Return: or if. it were no more, they are 
always ſo near of Kin to Degeneracy, and Depraved- 
neſs. 

Now lay all theſe. together, and we may eaſily find; 
Scandals muſh come, not only leſſer Scandals, but greateſt 
- and moſt prevailing. ones, that do as. it were ſweep the 
World betore them. 

Ifany thing therefore can be added to Scandal, it will be, 
we mult expect it; though: there:hath been ſa much done 
upon it to. improve it, andeſpecially ſince the Rifing, Pro». 
greſs, and yet ſurviving Conteſt of the Weſtern Antichriſti- 

 aniſme. -And\whether there may be yet a Reſerve in the 
; Counſels of God for Scavda/, before its Final Abolition, to 
- unite and ſummon alk its. Strength, and become in a ſort 
Occumenical; I mean the Scandal of Antichriſtianiſm. eſpeCis. 
ally. ;. theſe. latter. Days,muſt diſcover. 

.In the mean-time.I will not; be afraid: to ſay, There is. 
very, hoxrible Scandal riſing at this. very time, even a Pro: 
tetant Popery placing ſuch an. abſolute Dependence upon 
Succeſſion, from the Apoſi/es, (without cautioning for any: 
thing, of their true, Spirit) and which ſo hangs Salvation 
- at the Girdle of thoſe that would be their Succeſſours; as 
- turns Chriſtanity into, a. moſt Arbjtrary and 7irannick 
Party. 

But they. that know the Scriptures, know afluredly; 
- Chriſt hath, founded no.Rule, Government, or Authority: 
þ x): his Cure, whatever, but. whoſe whole di _ iti 
| is 1n Teaching, Inſtrufting according} to his Word: 
If that be not clear and mid the whole Authority'-and 
Power falls to the Ground, This Word appearing in w_ 
, gy - wit 


with: ie ſelf, though by the Miniſters of it, hath the fole 
Power over Conſcience : They that would Rule withour 
this, as Rulers appointed by Chriſt in his Church, are but 

Elders, Lay- Biſhops, or indeed they leave the Word of 
God, and ſerve Tables. 

But in this Univerſal Rage of Scauda/, God hath not ſo 
forſaken the World, but that his Spirit lifts up a Standard 
againſt it, 

Evil-is not Infinite, but is atall times ſtopp'd by Eviden- 
ces of God, and true Goodneſs eavironing it on every 
fide, and bounding it, that it cannot do what it has a mind 
to do, and is therefore forced to leave it undone g for it 
can go no farther than the Beings that carry it can go, and 
yr is always above them, and hems them in on every 

C, 


Scandal hath only a permiſſion from God, a Diſpenſa- 
tion to manifeſt it ſelf; it is always ſubje& to Truth, as 
Night is to Day : It is ſubject to be reduc'd, and contratt- 
ed, as Gad pleaſes. 

And thus have I finiſhed the Third Head of Diſcourſe 
concerning Scandal, It muſt needs be that Scandals come. 

I come to a brief Diſpatch of the Fourth Head, The De- 
monſtration of the World's Woe becauſe of Scandal. 

r, Let the Scandal be never ſo fair and plauſible in its 
Pretence, or Reaſons of SeduCtion from God and our Du- 
ty, there is ſo great a Force of Truth and Higher Reaſon 
againſt it, that our Guilt and Condemnation 1s unavoida- 
ble ic-not reſiſting the Temptation : Nothing can juſtifie 


a Plea againſt the Divine Law, not an Angel from Heaven ; 
we muſt pronounce Anathema upon: him, if he undertakes 
it, There are ſuch Foundations of Truth laid by God, 
that cannot be moved; and they have ſuch Evidence and 
Aſſurance to all ſincere Minds, that there is no excule a+ 
gainſt the Guilt of being taken with Scaudad, 


2. Fhere 


Exek, 33. 10. 
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2: There is therefore always ſome moſt Guilty Cauſe of 
Scandal, and its prevalency withinevery Man that is taken 
by it: Some Luſt and love of Evil that betrays him, and on 
which he is condemned. When Scandal rages moſt abroad, 
and comes with /ying Signs and Wonders, and with all de- - 
ceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, it 1s becauſe Men have plea- 
ſure 'in unrighteouſneſs, and receive not the Truth in the 
love of it. : 

3. Scandal is it ſelf Miſery and Ruine: A Man cannot 
fall, and be ſnared, he cannot be wounded and broken, but 
he muſt be miſerable. Lite, Health, Salvation are only in 
Obedience to God, and Conformity to his holy Will. he 
hath Woe 2 Who hath Wounds 2 Who hath Grief ? But he that 
hath received Scandal againſt the Divine Truth. This 7s 
a deep Ditch, he only that is hated of God falleth into it, as 
not to recover, It is vain to pretend the Force, the Power, 
the unavoidableneſs of Scandal, when it ſelf is Death and 
Ruine: How many are pleaſed with their Scandals, and 
will by no means part with them? Many excuſe them- 
felves, they could not withſtand their Deceipt and Vio- 
lence, and will not apprehend their Caſe. The firſt cloſe- 
ly embrace Death, or, as So/omon ſays, love Death. The 
latter can have no other Pity at the higheft, bur that they 
are undone; their Scandals are _ them, and they pine 
away in them, as they ſpeak in Ezekiel, and how then ſhould 
they live 2 God hath no pleaſure in their death, yet ſtill they 
dye, except reſtor'd by Repentance. 

4. Were it not for Scandal,were it not ſome unhappy and 
miſchievous miſ-repreſentation of Divine Goodneſs and 
Truth, were there not ſomething that impoſed upon the 
Underſtanding, and ſeduced the Will, with a falſe appea- 
rance of Truth and Good, Rational Beings could nor re- 
fiſt Truth, nor fall out with Infinite Goodneſs; or on the 
other ſide, entertain Falſhood, or fall in love with Evil, and 
ſo would be every way ſecurefrom Deſtruction : Surely, 

: were 


be” 


were it not for Srauda!, ſome moſt miſchievous poſſeflion 
upon our Minds, while thereare any hopes of Mercy, we 


* could not refuſe and reject it, nor cleave fo faſt to fin and 


death, which can have no deſirableneſs, but to the de- 
ceived Soul; as Holineſs,and the Favour of God cannot be 
diſguſtful to any, but the Scandaliſed : Were it not for ſome 
indiſſolvable Scandal, even the ſin againſt the Holy Spirit 
might be repented of, and forgiven ; ſome irreconcileable 
prejudice retains both the /inand ſo the puniſhment. And in 
Hell there is that Eternal Scandal for ever holding fait the 
Damned, That a Creature deprived of God jultly hate 
and rebel againſt him: Orc it is beſt for it in that Circum- 
ſtance ſo to do. Were it poſlible to be looſed from this 
Snare of Death, this Everlaſting Chain of Darkneſs, there 
might be an eſcape out of Heil it ſelf: Were there not an 


| Eternal Diſcontent and Diſguſt to God, Hell could not 


be Hell, nor Devils Devils any longer, ſo miſerable a 
thing is Scandal. 

The fifth Head in this Diſcourſe is the accumulative Woe 
to him by whom Scandal cometh ; the Woe by way of Tran- 
ſcendency. 

r. The Deſigners of Scandal muſt be as ſo many $4- 
tans in the World, of the juſt contrary Spirit and Action 
to God and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit in the World ; and 
therefore ſhall be for ever ſeparated from that Bleſſed Pre- 
ſence, into that Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels ; 
the God, and the Angels of Scandal. 

Some have in all Ages been brandedly infamous herein, 
but none like him, whoſe coming is after Satan, with lying 
Signs and Wonders, and all deceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs. 

All thoſe Atheiſtical Defamations of God, and Religion, 
and the Scurrilities of Prophane Wits,arzdeeply dyed in,this 
Guilt, They are. like the throwing of Firebrands, Arrows, 
and Death ; ſo is the Scandalifing of Men in ſuch ſports. of 
Wit, to their Ruine. 

They: 
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Wickedneſs, in defiance of Heaven, dwell near to this 
* inſupportable Woe. ; 

They, whoſe Laws Armed with cruel Penalties, are ſo 
many deſtructive Traps, and Engins of Miſchief, againſt 
all that are Profeſſors of true and fincere Religion, ſhall be 
gathered out of Gods Kingdom, their Scandals, and them- 
ſelves, that work iniquity by them. 

They that in Jndifferent Things, that they themſelves 
acknowledge Indifferent, uſe a violent Example, that muſt 
be anſwered with Conformity, though Men do with great- 
elt Seriouſneſs and Solemnity proteit their Doubt in the 
Caſe, and though Scandal be planted every where in their 
Tndifferencies, had need, as our Saviour bids them, zake 
heed, they offend not, they deſpiſe nor, though they ſhould 
be but the Little ones in Chriſtianity, 

Let them fit down, and count their danger, a Milftone about 
their Necks, and the bottom of the Sea, is fafer in our Lords 
Judgment of the Caſe. 

Wherever the I»/traments of Cruelty are in any Habitati- 
015, upon the account of leſſer Differences in Religion, 0h 
my Soul come not thou into their Secret : Oh my Honour be 
wot thou united to their Aſſembly : In their Anger they dig 
own Walls of Defence and Security to Religion, Proteſtant 
Religion : Unhappy, very unhappy is their Anger, for it is fierce, 
and their Wrath, for it is cruel : They divide Jacob, and ſcat- 
ter Iſrael. 

2. They that arethe Authors of Scandal, by their great 
Miſtakes in Religion, by their unhappy and miſerable Falls 
into Sin, by their involving others in their own Sin, with- 
out conſidering the fad Conſequence and End of both ; they 
have this great Aggravation of Guilt, that Scandal, Miſ- 


chief, and Death, have ſpread from them,and faln as a Snare 
upon others, 


Their 


They that offer themſelves, as Coppies and Patterns of © 


; Yettherwr Guilt is meaſured by the proportion of the Scan 
dal in its own Nature, the malignancy of the Intention» 
the ſtupid, or ſeared careleſneſs of the Event, but,not by 
the Event it ſelf; whether the Scandal prevail upon others, 
or not ; or whether they that are Scandaliſed, repent, or 
nor. 

Becauſe the Guilt of the Scandaliſed is reckon'd to him, 
by his own Degrees of Light, his circumſt defence 
againſt, or extream danger of falling into t ptation, 
by his own love of Sin, or enmity againſt the Drvine Law, 
in which every Man is the principal Scandalifer to himſelf; 
and his recovery out of the Scandal, depends upon his own 
Repentance, or Obduracy againſt the means of Repen- 
tance. 

The Guilt of the Scandalifer is meaſured alſo, by his own 
ſtate in Sinin general, his ſtate in relation to that Sin of 
Scandalifing,his Continuanceia it,or Repentance from it,and 
not by what befalls the Sca-{Hiſed; elſe the Apoſtle Paul's 
Salvation had been hopeleſs, without the certain Repentance 
of all thoſe he compelled to Blaſpheme. 

Repentance, and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and the Mercy 
of God in him, are the anly means of recovery out of this 
Snare of Death, both to the Scandaliſer, or Scandaliſed, 
and a certain means it is toeither. 

Before I come to the laſt Head of this Diſcourſe, vzz. 
to draw down the whole Meditation ſo, as that it may be 
moſt fitted to Pradtice, I willendeavour to reſume the whole 
diffuſive Notion of Scandalinto one UniformRepreſentation, 
deſcending from the General into. the Particulars of it, 

Original Scandal is that diſlike, and exception, the Rati- 
onal Creature took to theCreator's Supream diſpoſe over it, 
and its diſguſt to that State wherein infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs Fad placed it ; ſo that inſtead of a thankful ac- 


quieſcency in it, to its happineſs; it hath proved a Fugi- 
tive and a Vagabond from _ its Ruine. 


Reaſon 


Jobn, 8. 44- 


Een. 3. 6, 
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Reaſon of this at firſt there could be none, but a diſdain 
to have its large Capacities of Underſtanding confined, or 
dictated to, or its Freeborn d-n#av bridled, or reſtrain- 
ed, its Liberty of Will manacled, or fettered by a Divine 
Law : As if it were not indeed greateſt Underftanding to 
be conformed with Truth ; and nobleſt Liberty, to adhere 
to Infinite Goodneſs; or as if Underſtanding were nqt 


Under wg, if it could not take meaſurcs ot Truth for 
it ſelf God Authoritatively ſuperintending it ; nor 
Free-will be Free, if it could not chuſe wholly tor it ſelf, 


and owe no account to God. 

And whether this Scanda/ is firſt in the Underſtanding, 
or Will, is not material; for the Union 1s fo Vital between 
them both, that what is in; one, 1s at the ſame time, and 
asthey ſay, ipſo fatto, in the other. 

The Devil at the ſame time he abode wot in the Truth, 
had, as eur Saviour tells us, ſwelling Zuſ/s in his Will, fui- 
table to his Prevarication frof#the Truth.- 

The very ſame may be obſerved in the fall of 4dam, 
there was in one Acta deception upon his Underſtanding, 
deſerting Truth, a ſenſual Eye upon the Fair, but forb1d- 
den Fruit, and the Luſts of the Mind aſpiring to an imagi- 
nary more mounted condition, than God had placed him 
in, to be as Gods knowing Good and Emil. 

This then is the firſt great Scandal, at which the Angels 
and Adaw fell, a diſcontent at a ſtate of Obedience, and: 
SubjeQion to' God, and his Commands, how Zoly, 7uft, 
and Good ſoever; as if it were too Arbitrary upon Bei 
that could underſtand andchuſe for themſelves, to be fo li- 

mitted. 

They did not /ike to confider, to,retaz upon their Rea- 
ſons,' not only that they had their Beings given them, and 
that cheir Obedience was an abſolute Due to: the Creator, 
buff that ir was Obedience to an Infinitely Good and Faith: 
ful Creator, truer 'to. the' Intereſt of hus —_— 
| tnan 


than themſelves. could ;be: This. Scaxdal therefore pre- 
_— upon them, drew along the -whole Tain of miſery 
with it, 
Scandaliſed Spirits always report ill of God and his Laws, 
ſo far as they are Scandaliſed, 'and they that are entering 
into Scandal, too contentedly hear .ill of him, as appears in 
the Dialogue betwixt the Serpent, and the Firſt Man and 
Woman, | 

Spirits utterly loſt by Scandal, att in defiance of God, 
and are the more enraged by finding the Miſery of their 
Scandal preſſing upon them, even to deſpair,” as wes ſee in 
the Deviis. Humane Nature, is more modeſt and tender, 

; being ſuccoured by Grace, and the promiſed Seed, in our firſt 
Parents: and their Poſterity preſerved from the - utmoſt 
miſchief of Scaxdal, by that Grear Reſtorer from. Scandal ; 
Not perfe&ly recovered, but in a ſtate of ſecond Probation, 
of riſing after ſo great a Fall, or being nioſt unhappily a- 
gain ſunk below thoſe hopes, and made for ever the prey 
of Scandal, even after Grace offered. 

This State of Humane Nature is waved, and various. In 
ſome things Mea are moreclear and free, in others hooked, 
and ſtaked with Scandal; and wherein they are Right in 
the Generals, they are often inſnared in the Particulars, 
and fo that their freedorn in the one, giving them more 
room and ſpace to ſtir, inwraps them more 1n the Scau- 
dat of the other. By degrees, if not- reſtor'd, men loſe 
the modeſty and tenderneis preſerv'd to them by Grace, 
and fall into the very Scandal of the Devils themſelves, 
or very near to it. | 

However in all Scandal there are ſome of the Linea- 
ments of Primitive Scaxdal; and the greater .the Scandal, 
the more, and the more apparent, are thoſe ſtrokes of the 
firſt Scandal. | | 

There is in every Scandal an Underſtanding that will be 
wiſer than God is tor it, a diſguſt to-ſek-Refignation' 1nto 
the Divine Will. M 2 There 


Row. 8, 7. 
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There is ſome Luſt that clouds and darkens the Mind 


and there is ſome falſe Principle that imboldens Luſt. 


Scandal always wraps up fin with it ſelf, elfe it were 
not Scandal; fin hath always Scandal to introduce it, elfe 
there could be no ſin : Although therefore, when we come 
to particular Caſes, there are many fins lye wholly naked, 
and uncovered of any pretence, according to acknowledp: 
£d Principles of Natural Religion, and the Word of God, 
yet they are not without the Shelter of ſome Scandal, and 
if they aredriven out of all elſe, they yet retire under this; 
It is an undeſirable ſtate for a tree-born Underſtanding and 
Will to be under SubjeCtion ; there is ſomething Tyran- 
nick and Oppreſſive in it, that they may not know and 
chuſe what is beſt for themſelves; and ſo there is a reſoly- 
edneſs in corrupt Nature to do whatever goes out of its own 
Mouth. 

The Apoſtle obſerves, The Carnal Mind is Enmity to the 
Law of God, it is not ſubjett to it, neither indeed can be. 
It is always offended at it, it always pretends ſome Cauſe 
againſt it, and, if there be no other, that it is too Arbitra- 
ry: A pretence, a ſhew of Reaſon, ſeems neceſſary to a 
Rational Mind and Will, that is ſo made under. the power 
of Truth and Goodneſs, it cannot fin, but by being deceiv- 
ed, and graſping at ſome forbidden, appearing Good, 
Hence even the Devils think their Caſe juſtifies an eternal 
quarrel againſt God, their Miſery is to them a juſt Cauſe. 
But the various _—_— Kinds, and Shapes of Scandal are 
fo many, fo confuſed, ſo perplexing, that the very view 
of it would enforce a thinking Soul, to cry out, 7 have 
waited for thy Salvation, O Lord ; as the Patriarch Facob, 
in 2 Prophetick Proſpe&t upon Day, out of whom ſome have 
fanſied Antichrift. ſhould ariſe, deſcribes him as one would 
deſcribe Scandal, and therefore near enough to Antichriſt 
that Man of Scandal and Sor of Perdition, that yet will 
be'as Dan, Judge over the Tribes of 7racL. | 


Scandal. 


-- 


"4 _ —_ "EIT , : ; 
R 2 "Wop - 


': Scaudal is a ' Serpent by the Way, an" Adder. i the Path, 
that biteth the Horſe heels, fo that his Rider ſhall fall bath- 
ward ; moſt miſchievous Ruine, © Conſidering therefore 
the Danger, the Multitude of Scandals, We wait for thy 
Salvation, O Lord. ob. IC 56 

Scandals then in particular Perſons and Cafes are Infinite; 
but the more general may be reduced.” In Perſons of no 
fenſe, no true love to Religion. 

r. To the almoſt Univerſal Infolency of Wickedneſs in 
Humane Nature, bearing away with the force and autho- 
rity of ſo bad Example, all before it. And if defended by 
Atheiſtick Boldneſs, wicked men clap their hands among 
themſebves, and multiply words againſt.God, they go in Come 
pany one with another, and fulfil}, or juſtitie and make good, 
the judgment of the Ungodly. They drink ſcorwing like Wa- 
ter, and add Rebellion to their fin. 

2. To the Ignorance, Sottiſhneſs, and Unconcernedneſs 
in Religion of Vulgar Minds, which reſts under ſuch Sha- 
dows as theſe, God is Merciful and will not Damn his 
Creatures; All have their Faults, even the Beſt, the Wiſeſt, 
and the moſt Religious. There is more ado than needs, 
Religion-drives Men out of their Wits. 

3- Toa Falſe, a Formal Religion,. Damnable Hereſies, or 
a Superſtition in-place of Religion, raging with great ſhew 
of Zeal, and Devotion againſt True Religion, which while 
men bloodily purſue they think they do God good ſervice. 

From. thoſe that are more ſerious in-the True Religion, 
theſe Scandals eſpecially ariſe. 

1. All Immoralities, impure Intereſt of Ambition; Plea- 
ſure, or Coveteouſneſs are very Offenfive, and;cxpoſe Reli- 
gion both to — and even among themſelves, it be- 
ing ſo very. difficult, or almoſt impoſſible in'this Scand. 
lifd ſtate to ſever in ourCenſures Religion: it ſelf, from 
the miſcarriages of thoſe that profeſs: it;;1men will know 
the Religion, . and not only the men:by the. Fruits they 
bring: 


bring-ſorth ;-though Religion be the-figſt,and moſt ſevere, 


in condemning what ever is bad; and ſo ſhould. be judgd -_. 


only by it felt. ; 

2. The great and many, and ſharp Differences among 
thoſe, that are the Profeſlors of Religion,” made-moſt 
markable by the high Feuds, and furious Rencounters that 
give ſport to the Enemies of it, in traducing it, and every 
way enfeeble it among themſelves, are great Scandals. 

3. The ſtrange Antipathy 1n Religious perſons againſt 
permitting the due Liberty ro Conſcience in things indiffe- 
renr, or 1n all things that are not expreſly commanded, 
or forbidden -by God, that men either upon the kgown 
Principles of Natural Religion, or their own Principles, 
and acknowledged Conſequences from them , cannot 
deny ; which is many ways deſtructive of the true power 
ot Religion, wherever it takes, being the Scaxdal of ating 
againſt Seyſe or Conſcience. The Apoſtle,as hath been ſhewn, 
ſo remarks upon, and is however a great diſcouragement 
to the entrances into, and loſs of Reputation to the 
fefſion of it, by the Claſhes between thoſe that cannot 
comply becauſe they Pox4t, and thoſe, that either will nor 
believe them, when they fay they Doubt, or think them 
not able to underſtand whether they doubt, or not ; or 
would drive them againſt the expreſs Rule of the Apoſtle, 
though it be allowed they do doubr. 

Thus I have deſcribed Scandal, in which the whole un- 
converted. Nature of man is Seated, though ſome are 
deeper than others in it. 

The very. beſt: men are under the Remains of it, and 
are never perfect from it, till in the ſtate of Ju/t Spirits 
made perfett, where Scandal cannot enter. 

In Hell -it remains for ever, even under the Convitti- 
ons of Everlaſting puniſhment. 

There is an Eternal Diſlike, and Diſcontent at, a Reply 
againſt God and his Government, as not worthy of = 


(%) | 
and ſubmiſſive Rayerence, but to be rebelfed againſt, in 
the very midſt of thoſe ConviQtions: Could there be that 
humble deference ſo duero God, ir would'be Repenrance 
and Recovery to Heaven. | 

And now the miſery of Scandal runs along with it : 
All Diſabedience to the Divine Commands,which are Erer- 
wal Life, is Scandal in the Deception firſt, and. after falls 
down into the miſerable ſtate, in which it always remains, 
but never” ends, expreſſed by the Worm that never dies, 
the Fire never quenched, the weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing 
of Teeth for ever. Every one that maketh, and be that 
receiveth the lye of Scandal are caſt into the Lake that 
burneth with Fire and Brim/tons, which is the ſecond Death, 
but he thatmaketh that lye, ſinks deepeſt ; for though they 
are ſo miſerable, ſo great a Woe: is to them that receive it, 
yet {till #7e in an Eminency 70 kim by whom Scandal com- 
eth, hath been- prononaced by the Lord, and cannot be 
reverſed. 

And now I am more immediately, and nearly, to fall 
upon what concerns us ina way of Practice, from the con-- 
ſideration-of Scanaa/, 

r. Let us ſeriouſly apprehend the great Folly of taking. 
hold of Scandal, and making advantage of it againſt any 
of the Rules,” and Laws of Religion: Ir 1s no other, than 
ſucking in-a Common Infe&tion, or Contagion, becaule it 
iscommon, or takingintoour ſelves a Reafon, or a pre- 
tence of Reaſon, to be Eternally undone and miſerable, be- 
cauſe the moſt are ſo. . The Scandalifig, and the Scanda- 
liſed World: periſh together ; they that bring the Peſtilenti- 
tial Contagion, that runs deep intheir own Veins,andthey 
that - draw it-into themſelves from others: © Whatrecom-- 
pence, or allay of Anguiſh will it be to us, that there were 
ſuch. and fuch Offences, or Cauſes of Exception to Religion, 
2nd the Ways of it} 'And'that we- ſaw'they took mightily 
inthe Worid, that they were (generally received - When: 

all, 
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all is but making a Covenant «with Death and binding over 
our ſelvestoit : Can there beany Cauſe juſt enough, why 
we ſhould be Damned, and loſe our ſelves for ever 2 Or 
will it fatisfie us for our Souls, that others periſh with 
us 2 
2. It is therefore every Mans Intereſt, to arm himſelf 
with all the Reaſons he canagainſt Scaxdal, (as there are 
ſufficient) and to reſiſt this Exemy at the very Gates. It is 
only that we are deeply Scandaliſed firſt againſt Religion, 
that we go upanddown, as it were inquiring for Scandal, 
for ſome to Scandaliſe us, and to give us further ſhew of 
Reaſon againſt being Religious : Were our Hearts but 
trueto Religion, wethould eafily find, they are more, and 
ſtronger, that are with it, than that are againſt ir. If our. Eyes 
were opened,the Reaſons forReligion are like a Mount ain full 
» Kings.6, 17. of Charriots and Horſes of Fire,that cannot be reſiſted.Our bu- 
{ineſs therefore is not,if we ſincerely reſolve,that we and owr 
Joſh. 24. 17. Fouſe ſhall ſerve the Lord, to ſearch every where for Offences 
againſt ſuch a reſolution ; but to find out the preiſingand un- 
deniable Arguments why we ſhould fo reſolve to fortifie our 
ſelves againſt all the ſeeming pretences to the contrary, by 
ſetting them before us, as Fo/hus does before the People of /- 
rael, to animate our ſelves the higher againſt them. That 
we are ſo unequally poiſed, ſo propenſe upon Scandal, 
is, becauſe our Hearts are firſt bribed toward Sin, and 4- 
poſtacy from God. 

3- This ſhould engage us to take heed to our ſelves, to 
beware of our own proper Scandal, the motion, prejudice, 
and paſſion that grows trom our own falſe Underſtanding, 
or 1;uſt,:and does and will ſcanda{ſe us, though there 
were no other Scandal in the World ; theſe will make us 
fall into Diſlike or Diſcontent with any of the ways of 
Holineſs and our Duty, when they do not fatisfie our par- 
ticular Apprehenſions, AfﬀeCtions, or Deſires. Let ut com- 

Pal. 37.1, 8, mit our ways wholly to the Lord, and be will give us the de- 


fires 


fires of our bearts, a bundred id, in.our Deſign of Goad- 
even in this Life, in rs eee one we would pur- 
chaſe with Scandal. Let us reft in the Lord, and wait pa- 
tiently for him, and. he will bring it to paſs for us. . But let 
us not fret our ſebves in any wiſe to do Evil, becauſe any thing 
in our Duty-lies croſs to. our inordinate Concu Ce: 
We cannot do well in being angry to Scandal, for that is in- 
deed, to be angry to our Death ; we fooliſhly pervert our own 
way, when ever our hearts fret againſt the Lord, If we love 
the Law of God, nothing can offend as. If we /ove God and 
our Brother, we can have no occafion of ſtumbling or Scandal 
in «s. 

4 Seeing Scandals are fo every where abroad, and our 
own Hearts ſo weak on the part of Scandal, it is moſt ne- 
ceſlary to commit our ſelves to Ivfinite Grace, and the Di- 
vine Spirit, as our greateſt Security and ProteQtion ; with- 
out which »o Fleſh could be ſaved, not the very Eleft : If we 
ſet our love upon God, and place our truſt in him, we ſhall 
dwell in the ſecret place of the Moſt Fligh, and reſt ander 
the Shadow of the Almighty, and he will deliver us from the 


Sware of the Fowler, from noiſome Scandal, though a thou-"/% 9*- 


ſand fall at our fide, and ten thouſand at our right hand. 


They that be planted in the Houſe of the Lord, ſhall flauriſp?/o 9% *3: 


in the Courts of our God; they all ftill, being unſcandaliſed, *© 
bring forth fruit in their old-age ; they all Te fat and floa- 

riſhing, not blaſted with Scandal's Eaſt Wind, to that 
the Lord is upright, a Rock of Security, not of Scanda!, 
and there is no wnrighteouſneſs, no cauſe of Scandal in him. 
Oh how great is thy Goodneſs to them that fear thee, to them 


that _ in thee before the Sons of, Mex. ry 
BTR 


ſhalt bide 
Scandal 


them in the Secret of thy preſence, from the of 
7e y .of it 


that compaſſeth men as a Chain, yet. 


from the ftrife of Tongues, the Tongue of Scandal, that 
are a World of Inquity, that are ſet on, fire of Hell, that 
ure etal Hea', nnd wa tr he Ports, 
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Pſal. 31. 19. 
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thera Feder, not #Paradeapiy Earth, thifimmediate- 
If ſpne" ot Scanif, znd having orte 


 thatt'in'the'orher. Many never come to themlclves. 
They truly have Devils, and are Mad, Devils that are ne- 
EO 0D OR ET WTTETY Warr 
:- "*Othets of DaPatebrotghe to & more quiet, but 

' falterſi@t@>drhers cat have their ; 


4-4 Nuctd foerve 5; others 
DN etnies pr and 1 fy, ſome that are ws Las 


'bey er zþle, but not perfect., Sr AR 
> NN adn wap; Sur gore Keaton, to Sobnety; 
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that Lawatichs of all ſorts.exre from it, or that . 
pat. or that the very belt among them do Poop roe 
coming tot ? | 
\ Inn No more is it that Evil Men, or Tmperfe&' Men, noc 
Gnctified to the PerteRion of Paradiſe, or Heaven, do un- 
ſuitable to Religion, according to their ſeveral Nttes, 
| though they do znſauire cum ratione, Teem to be in their 
its and Reaſon while they do fo. 
| Orthat there are Infamous Malefators, Male-contents, 
| under the moſt wiſe and ſage Government ; or Wits ill em- 
ployed, that Lampoon it. 
6. Let us continually look to Feſus, who in himſelf ſub- 
dued the whole power of Scaudal, keeping ſteady and uni- 
form Obedience to the Divine Will, and did always the 
things that were pleaſing to it, though Scandals. of all 
ſorts preſſed in on every fide. Who being in the Form of Phil. 2, 6. 
God, thought it.aot robbery to be equal with God, yet made 
himſelf of no Reputation, but took on him the Form of a Ser. 
| vant, and was made in the likeneſs of Men; and being found 
in faſhion as a Man, he bumbled himſelf, and became obedi- 
ent todeath, even tp the death of the Creſs. 
Hereby, even by the Dignity of his Perſon, and the 
ProfoundHumulity of his Obedience,be hath not only done 
that __— = that Glory to the Divine Soveraignty, 
and Righteouſneſs,the Glory of that Supreme Autharity,as 
hath made Recompence for all the Scandals .of Angels and 
Men, ſo far as that Soveraignty or Righteouſneſs are abſo- 
lutely concerned, whether any ſhould believe io himor 
got; but hath alſo.mage Attonement, perfe@t Attonement, 
> and Reconciliation for all that do belreve in, and obe 
him; into a ſhare of which, I make no doubr, the Ho 
Angelical Nature immediately entred, according to their 
ſlate, even from the time he was declared the Lamb/lain 
from the foundation ,, the World; Through his Obedience 
and Meditaion ador'd, and applyed to, they have peels: 
; We ver' 


Heb. ri. 6. 


Rows $, 29. 


ver free from Scandal. by which ſo 


(. * —_ 
O 


4 


| 4 fell, , 
en account of which , when the Firſt Neovves rene New p. 
World, all the Angels of God Warſbipped him. The virtue from 
himſelf, as the Exemplar, as the Firſt-born amon many Bre. 
threw, to whoſe Image they are Predeſtinated to be conformed, 
does by degrees extirpateall the very remains of Scandal in 
his Church ; and he preſents it without blame, ſpot, wrin- 
kle, blemiſh, or wy ſuch thing, (even by real and effica- 
cious operation) before the Eyes of Glory. His Example 
alwaies ſtands before them, as the moſt abſolute and ſub. 
lime Pattern, to which, they daily are exerciſed in fa 
ſhioning themſelves. Thus owr Zord does every way dif. 
folve the Works of the Devil, and deliver them, who 
by reaſon of Scandal were all their lives time ſubjef to box. 
age, by deſtroying Scandal, and him that hath zhe grear 
Power of it, the Devil. 

7. This ſhould make Heaven defirable to us, where 
no Scandal dwells, norany more, ſince the Angels of Scan- 
dal were caſt out of it, can ſo much as once enter ; where 
there is perfet? light, without any variation or ſhaddow 
of turning, The Holy ones there are vext with ScandaP; 
TWiles no more; with the Wiles of the God or Miniſters 
of Scandal, or thoſe that by his Stratagems are made any 
way ſerviceable to it. 

It makes Hell more dreadful; the ſeat, and Center; 
the Fund of Scandal, where all the good Principles men 
have had, or ſeem'd to have while they were in the World, 
or the Church, the beſt ſtate of this World, and their 
Temporary good Attions are all ſwallowed up, and by 
the great power of Scanda! turned all into it ſelf ; where- 
in aff the temporary, partial Righteous men of this World, 


whoſe being Scandalis'd as to the main, the true love of. 


God, and his Children, turned their beſt things now iato 
a ſort of Splendida peccata, better complexioned fins, have 
then all they ſeemed to have taken from them, And by 


reaſon; 


— 


i Re 
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reaſon of that great Stumbling Block, the Eternal fs of God, 
They turn from all their Righteouſneſs, "and all that they have 
dowe is not remembred to them .any more for ever. The; 


 — fink into that unpardonable Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Spt- 


rit,whch is an irreconcilable Enmity to what is known to 
be of God, undeniably of him, and that Enmity expreſſed 
in the proper language of Scandal, Blaſphemy ; and is ne» 
ver forgiven, whether committed in this World, or that 
which is to come. a 

Now what is there more dreadful to the mind, that hath 
any thing remaining of an Ingenuous ſenſe towards God, 
that hath but ſo much Love, and Reverence towards him, 
(though too faint for true ſaving Grace) as will anſwer a 

rofellion of God, and the Lord Jeſus, but will be horri- 
ly afraid at the ſuppoſition of ſuch a hatred of God, ſuch 

a Blaſphemy of him, and ſo of Hell on this account, that 
every {in boils up there into this Height of Scandal. 

9g. We are dreadfully warned from being the Miniſters 
of Scandal, either through Deſign, or through great Falls, 
and Miſcarriages in our Religious Courſe ; this we ought to 
take care of, 1n Relation to the World in general, bur eſpe- 
cially towards the Little ones, that believe in Chriſt ; 
ſtronger Chriſtians are moſt out of our danger, who grieve, 
or have a juſt Zeal againſt our Scandals, but in the mean 
time themfelves grow ſtronger, and ſtronger, as Trees that 
caſt their Roots the deeper, for being aſſailed with the 
Winds: But the L3rzle oxes are, in the Eye of Chriſt, of the 
tendereſt concern, becauſe they need it moſt. F 

While we are in the way of our Duty, if any receive 
Scandal, and are reſolved todo ſo, they create it to them- 
ſelves, we muſt /ef them alone; but in all things 
wherein we can ſave a Soul from Scandal, let us conſider 
the Recompence, we ſave a Soul from Death, and hide a 
wwltitude of Sins ; a glorious Reward without any _ 
o | 


Prov, 23. 7. 


And hercin ler usalways remember, we have an Bui. 
ment Seat of Dottrine, hot to Scandaliſe forthe fake of udife 


ferent Things, a Doftrine prepared on purpote for all Ages 


of the Church of Chriſt, concerning /ndifferents, one af 
the Eminent Seats of Dofrineof the New Teſtament, and 
more particularly in relation to Scanda/, and therefore by 


" nomeans tobe lightly regarded. 
ef 


To Conclude all; that we may neither give nor receive 
Scandal, three things are moſt neceſſary, to which 1 ſhall 
ſubjoin great Counlels of Scripture an each Caſe. 

x. That we haveour Judgments well ſettled within our 
ſelves, in all the ſubſtantials and neceſſary points oftrue Re- 
ligion, upon a Dzvize, and not an Z{umaxe aſſurance anly, 
that in that part wemay neither Offend, nor receive Offence, 
for which Solomes's Advice ts.our great Security. Bow:down 
thine Ear to the Words of the Wiſe, and apply thy Heart to 
my Knowledge : For it is a pleaſant thing, af thou keep them 
within thee, they ſhall withal he fitted in thy Lips : That thy 
Truft may be..in the Lord, I have made known to thee this 
day, even to thee: dave I not Written to thee excellent 
things in Counſels and Knowledge * That 1 might make the 
know the certainty of the words of Truth, that thou mighteſt 
anſwer the words of Truth to them that ſend unto thee. 

Or thoſe. Admonitions of the Ape/tle.P aud. 

That we henceforth he no more as Children, toſſed to aud 
fro, and carried about with every Wind of Doftrine, by the 


Self, 4.14: fleights of Mev, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby they hye is 


Heb. 13 9- 


wait to deceive. But following the Truth .in Love, we may 
grow up into him in-all things, whois the Head, even 'Chroſt ; 
Frannthe whole Body fitly joyned together, and compatted by 
that, which egery. Foint ſupplieth , according to the effetnal 
auorking, in the meaſure of every part, mi. jr increaſe of 
the Bady, to the eddying it ſelf in Love. Re not carried + 
bout with djvars and Strange Daftrines. Far it is a goad wig 

i540 


fitteth iz the Seat of the Scornful : But his 


that the Heart be eftabliſted with” Gract; not with Mea#*s 
which bave wot profited thew, that have been exerciſed 
therein. | | ; i 126 bam. © 6c hrs #57 

- 2. Thatwehave a true and ſincere Love of the Divi 
Law, and,vur Obedience to it.; the Bleſednefs of whith, 
and its great preſervation from Scavda/, the P/abwiſt thus 

deſcribes. Bleſſed isthe Man that walketh not "in the Coun- oy 
cel of the ungodly, nor flandeth in the way Fi Sinners, nor 16-12 5 

el, 


taht is in the 
Law of the Lord, and in that Law doth he meditate Day and 
Night: And he ſhall be like the Tree planted by the Rivers 
Water, that bringeth forth his Fruit in due ſeaſon; his 
Leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſoever he doth ſhall proſper. 
3- That we order all things of Indiflereficy in Religi- 
on aright, both as to the Senſe of our own minds, and the 
Edification of others. To - which purpoſe, the A4peſiyes 
Directions _ be - ways before us, hk 
. The Kingdom of God is not Meat nor Drink, but Righteouf- 
weſs, Fri and Foy, in the Holy Ghoſt, hi 
Let every Man be fully perſwaded in his own Mind. Rem; 14.319 
Give no Offence neither to the Jews nor Gentiles, xor to the © ©7-19.-3 
Church of God, even as I pleaſe all men inall things, not ſeek- 
ing my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be 
faved : Whoever thus ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable t# God, 
and approved of Men. 
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Tas: whole Duty of a Nation, or National True Religion; 
A nes rn RIES of Scripture 

; Conciliated to pprehenſions, though 
difering in (nal things 3 and to the ſtricteſt Notion of 


As. Books) Liberty of Conſrience, in its order to Univerſal 
'Stated'z and proved to-be-the juſt Right, and 


